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> Letters shed new light on 





Nelson & 
Emma 
—_ p2 


ANE NG 
ACUTE 


45 TROUBLE-shooting in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Sierra 
Leone? 

Actually no — this picture 
was taken at the Marine 
Cadets’ summer camp in 
deepest Hampshire. 

Today the Sea Cadet 

; Corps, of which they are 
a part, faces a crisis of 
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4 ~‘ : ; leadership with reducing 
; numbers of adult volun- 
», Se mi teers. See pages 42-43 
» 
ie Le . 











2 NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 2004 


wiwnavynews. 








Neilson letters 


VER a thousand — est report revealed a “staggering” 
unpublished letters 1,300 letters with new matenal still the amount of material found,” he 

written by Nelson being unearthed. told Navy News. “When I started 

avehheen disc This represents a 20 per cent — this project I expected to find a few 

have been discov- , Thi x " 

ered by Dr Colin inefease in known Nelson corre- hundred new letters. But in fact 

ered by Dr Colin spondence. In addition to items — there has been an avalanche of new 

White, the National Maritime from the NMM archives, material material, 
Museum's Director Trafalgar has been found in 30 different pub- “Almost everywhere I have gone 
200, lic and private archives around the I have found new treasures. Nelson 
They show a private side to world. wrote as he spoke. The letters 
Nelson and give some insights into One of the most exciting aspects directly. reflect his character and 
his secret activities — such as the of the new material is that it covers trong sense of the man.” 
intelligence network he ated all periods in Nelson's career and may 2002 the project uncov- 





“I am as surprised as anyone by 








































in the Mediterranean in 1803-05. sheds new light on some of his key ered Nelson’s  roughly-drawn 
Some of the letters are to go on ionships and all three of his sketch of the battle plan he intend- 

public display in the Muscum’s main battles. ed to use at Trafalgar. The discov- 
ecial 





al exhibition for 2005, Nelson _It will, in a sense, be possible for 
& Napoleon. Nelson to re-tell his own story in 

Colin made his finds during _ his own words, says the NMM. 
research for the Nelson Letters Project leader Colin has trav- 
Project, commissioned by the — elled over 25,000 miles in search of 
NMM and the Royal Navy the letters and transcribed over 700 
Muscum in 1999, The project's lat- of them personally 


Revhenthe. dnt igpe 





ery caused a sensation and was 
dubbed “The Holy Grail of naval 
history” by historian Andrew 
Roberts. 

‘The new finds include an carly 
letter written by Nelson when he 
tain at 21 to his 
Peter Parke 














ings on show 










“cuts” were to be 
example is one show 
the British sailors mu 








discussing plans fo 
Spanish held fort in Ni 





r, he had great confi 
in his own abilities: “I beg ‘ 
10 represent to you that in my 
opinion it will be much for the 
Good of the Service that all the 


ie Stee slp a 
is Seamen in the Transport Service 


/ A Pee. 2 : 
4 Soc Sfamton -y one tend lavan be left entirely to my direction 
. ) Included the family mate: 
Menhaden. hitamngees «iinnesine 

ee ; ‘ pee Nelson, beggi 
tontinet, Ths Ainckern bes ¢, Rady Emma Hamilton, so that she might 

stay with Nelson. S f 

Yor Fn, and wate Weel wen tanto MK, nan's wife is gi 

rex, are Entachd, She on ne 


gue ore Cnt % Aaptorer ont Bhp one, 


Boot on stom iP 
Yor Pre 77 Anoten, Rapeaaaee 





Le 
























1797, Nelson's first instinct was to 
sympathise with them and blame 
bad leadership by some of his fel- 
low officers. Clearly this was con- 
sidered too "hot" to publish in 1809: 
“To us who sce the whol once, 
we must think that for a Mutiny 
(underlined) which I fear | must 
call it having no other name, th: 
as been the most Manly thi 
ever heard of and does the Brit 
sailor infinite hor 








beg it 
y that you will not leave our 
xcellent Lady Hamilton. She 
ismiserable at the thought of it and 
so am I, you can have good lodg- 
ings, & no bugs, and they shall be 
no expense to you. 

A series of letters to Nelson's 
friend and brother officer the 


Aaman tm Ke © Pans fot Lowurig a Duke of Clarence (later King 
tna, Romy Mereolitm, o> hak William IV) includes some that 


Se vic LK BommaDde : were published in 1809. But the 


Nelson Letters Project has estab- 
lished that others in the series were 
© CONFIDENT: Detail from the young Nelson's letter of January 
18, 1780 to his friend Admiral Sir Peter Parker 




















Five hundred 
ind interesting letters will { 





Letters, to be published by 
nd Brewer in asso 
with the museums in the early sum 
mer of 2005. 








suppressed by the Duke and his 
advisors 
Some have peneil marks where 








@ Bow Chasers, by ex CPO(PHOT) Chris North, is one of the most requested photographs ever to appear in Navy News (it featured in 
our January 1989 edition) . It shows a school of dolphins riding the bow wave of a Russian-built submarine at dusk in the 
Mediterranean. But Chris was never entirely happy with it so now, using techniques not available at time, he has made a few sub- 
tle improvements. “I have increased the canvas size of the image to accommodate the ‘cloned in’ area of sea taken from other nega- 
tives,” he tells us. “I made a top to the conning tower which I filled in with elements of the lower part. The added dolphin tail was taken 
from the lefthand outer dolphin.” 

Compare this version with the original on page IX of our 50th birthday supplement included in our July edition. Contact Chris at 
Northphot@aol.com 


The National Maritime Mu 
has one of the most significa 
Nelson collections in the world. 





Among the objects on d 
the bloodstained uniform 














at ‘Trafalgar and impo 
ings including J. M. 
version of the battle, 


. fora Mutiny . . . it has been the most Manly 
thing | ever heard of and does the British sailor 
infinite honour.’ - Nelson on the events of 1797 
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‘I am a Norfolk man’ 


wore page 36, Newsview ~ p22 


cs io 3 b at 
LOST: HMS AGINCOURT 
THIS month we start taking a look at another set of Naval 
figureheads — those now lost forever. Or maybe not... 

With the seat changes in warship design and construc- 
tion in the latter half of the 19th century the tradition of 
wooden figureheads was coming almost to an end. At the 
same time the sweeping clipper style bows was giving way 
to the great ram bows of the new ironclads. 

HMS Agincourt was built by the Thames Ironworks at 
Blackwall in 1865, one of the three Minotaur class of iron- 
clad frigates, Minotaur, Agincourt and Northumberland, 
She was fully rigged with, uniquely, five masts and a steam 
poli idee Protected by a five inch armoured belt on a ten inch 
teak backing hull. 

With a displacement of 10,800 tons, she carried a com- 
plement of just over 800 men and had a single gun deck 
with four 9in guns and 24 7in muzzie-loaded rifled guns, 

The carved decoration at the bow shows in great detail 
the transition of styles, the usual human figure giving way 
to a large Royal coat of arms with Prince of Wales feathers 
and massive lion and unicorn supports, almost wrapping 
round a vertical bow, tapering down the side of the vessel 
with scrolls and flags. Painted in full colour, this heraldic 
confection was designed to impress. 

Agincourt saw steadfast service in a number of stations 
around the world, but no action. She was a notoriously bad 
sea keeper and like many vessels built in this period was 
soon overtaken by advances in naval architecture. In the 
early 1900s she was used for harbour service before being 
used as a training vessel in 1904 together with her sister 
ship Minotaur under the name Boscawen III. 

By 1906 she had been re-named again, Gengen I, but 
this was only to last another two years. In 1! she was 
removed from the training establishment, given the new 
Rencation C. 109, and used as a coal hulk at Sheerness 

al 


She was finally taken out of service and scrapped by T. 
W. Wards, shipbreakers of Grays, Sarg the 1960s. 

Unfortunately no part of the original figurehead has sur- 
vived; it is possible that elements of the carving had been 


lost along with her many career changes. 


r0.uk 




















@ HMS Captain cutting through the line, Battle of St Vincent 1797 by Geoff Hunt, one of the paint- 


at the annual exhibition of the Royal Society of Marine Artists at Mall Galleries, The 
Mall, London from October 13-24 


t paint- 
. Turner's 





see 
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What’s this big round thing, then? 


‘Sir, Can someone tell me if this round thing which | found in the Aegean could be a sea mine?’ 
This was the e-mail message we received from Constantinos Gofas of Athens, Greece and, well, 
apparently not, Constantinos. We ran it past the boffins at the Defence Explosive Ordnance Disposal 


School in Kent and they responded that, despite the poor quality of the image and a degree of accre- 
tion, there were no distinguishing features evident to confirm it as a mine, such as horns, ‘belly bands 
etc. 

It could be a navigational buoy — but sports divers are advised to treat such finds with extreme cau 
tion and to inform the authorities. This was the word from CPO(D) Simon Lovell when he surfaced after 
taking part in a joint Service operation to destroy an unexploded rocket in the waters off Pyla Ranges, 
Cyprus last month (inset). “A lot of these devices have been lying on the seabed for years, but it is 
wrong to assume that just because they are under water, they are safe,” he warned 


Tragic blunder ship found 


Standing on its 
head — wreck § 
of the Victoria 














HE WRECK of shi xplained 
the Navy's worst < rita 
peacetime disas- Pony s 
ter has been dis. Victor 1 but sh 
covered by divers, divers Christian Frar 1 s and ns pr th 
standing as upright asa sky- Austrian, and Briton Mark Ellyatt, Crow 
scraper on the bed of the }ili, Whe help of records from the 
Mediterranean. oar the wreck 






Battleship — HMS Victoria 
d to the bottom aft 
she was rammed by HMS 





wind V 
ried bow-first 































Camperdown in June 1893 name still legible on the st . / 
durlog. manoearres abyathe 1 have dived on bigger wrecks, columns of ship teach — 
Mediterranean Flect, taking ™0fe famous wrecks and deeper which were steaming on a paralle 
wrecks, but her position and histo- course to turn in toward each 1S minutes; 357 sailors 
Ne bear — ee ty make her very significant,” said other, stcaming 400 yards apart future First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir George Tryon and Nir Ellyat itary nione cee 
357 officers and men with her It was an incredible sight and In practice, Tryon put the two escaped the 
One hundred and 11 years on. what we saw was very well pre- columns on collision course. When As the Medite devoured 
the wreck stands upright, driven corved HMS Camperdown, the lead ship the warship, Tryon, who remained 
into the seabed = the only known The explorers reported their in the second column, queried the _ on the bridge, is reported to have 
find immediately to the British order, Tryon signaled angrily: wid: “It's all my fault 
authorities, and have not broadcast “What are you waiting for The remaining eight battleships 
the precise location of the wreck to Camperdown executed the —_'0k evasive action to avoid further 
ensure she is preserved. manoeuvre as ordered and in  Sllisions. 





Victoria is not a war grave, but doing so thrust her ram into 
she is a military maritime grave - Victoria's starboard side, con @ HMS Victoria. Insets: Vice- 
and being a grave it is our wish that demning Tryon's flagship as a Admiral Sir George Tryon and 
the sanctity of the wreck should be result. The flagship went down in _ his flagship’s death plunge. 


























Firefighters 
stood down 
as dispute 
is settled 


SAILORS and Royal M; 
gency duties after a 





ines have been stood down from emer 
jonal fire strike was averted. 





The three services began train- day plans. I want to offer personal 
g personnel to step in 





» the — thanks to all those involved. It was 









in the event of a strike a job well done,” he added. 
ng-running dispute During the 2002 strike some 
firefighters and their 92 phane calls were received by 
rs flared up again over the nt Operational Command 





he country, of 








Minister John ch | ed out to be false 
asked the rf ms OF hoaxe 
a firefighters walked Service teams, advised by 





senior Fire Brigade officers, 
attended 3,253 incidents, 





pute was settled bef 











reached a strike, leading to Mr Green Goddess availability 
Pre tt standing down the three was 98 per cent. 
vices caught up in C oa 
eee oe The RN was then the lead force 
Around 2,000 Naval personnel if Central Scotland, Fife, West and 





East Sussex, Hampshire, the Isle of 
Wight, Avon, Somersct, Devon 
and Cornwall 


had been in fire training, causin 
considerable disruption to 
RN's own training regime as well 
as to family life The then Chief of the Defence 

Second Sea Lord Vice-Admiral Staff, Admiral Sir Michael Boyce 











Sir James nell-Nuge has expressed concern over the mili- 
praised sailors for stepping into tary effectiveness of the 19,000 
the breach personnel kept on standby for fire 


“I do not underestimate the fighting and so “not-doing their 
inconvenience and disappointment task for. training for, whatever 
families and friends have suffered eventuality may come the 
by last-minute cancellation of holi- future.” 
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@ (Above) Buildings in St George’ 


the capital of Grenada, lie in ruins after Hurricane Ivan struck the island 


@ (Right) WO2MEA Pete Cushing, a member of the Chainsaw Gang, works to clear a fallen tree from the hospital access road 








@ RFA Wave Ruler and HMS Richmond sit in the calm which fol- 


lowed Hurricane Ivan after it had ripped through Grenada 
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TWO British ships have 
spent the past weeks bringing 
relief to communities devas 
tated by one of the most vio- 
lent hurricanes seen in the 
Caribbean for decades. 
Type 23 frigate 
Richmond and RFA 
Ruler have been 
Hurricane Ivan, a 
Category 5 storm, 
Caribbean, restoring power and 
clearing the path for other relief 
to follow up 





HMS 
nker Wave 

chasing 
monstrous 
across the 











agen with 








er-term help 





pou nada wa 
ively being run from the frigate, a 
the Prime Minister of the island, Dr 
Keith Mitchell, used Richmond and 
her Lynx he as a platform to 








assess the damage and to broadcast 
wo the islanders via the BBC World 
Serv 

Emergency servic {ination 





was run from the ship, and the Lynx 


was used to ferry key personnel 








@ Damage wreaked by Hurricane Ivan in Grand Cayman, where 
the airport runway was under 2ft of water at one point 





@ Surg Lt Gordon MacFarlane sutures a patient in Grenada, 


assisted by STD Toatoko Aisake 


Pictures: LAPHOT) Jack 
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around the island 
mond and Wave Ruler had 
ff from a visit to Barbados 
on September | to prepare to help the 
Turks and Caicos Islands, which 
were expecting Hurricane Prances. 
That storm missed the 


possible, and repaired the hospital's 








ency generators, 
power. They also cleared a 
ud to the hospital 

Other RN and RFA. personnel 
cleared the airport runway, allowing 
emergency relief flights 








islands. 








nly causing minor damage, and the Back at the hospi 
Portsmouth-based frigate helped the gency wards were soon back in 
Govemor to assess the d by action, and the hospital's stock of 





flying him around the 
Lynx. 

The two ships were 
hurricane relief dui 


area in her basic supplies and drugs were replen: 
ished from the ships 
RN and RFA first aiders also tend 


and escort 


tached from 
and he 





jed for ed a number of casualtic 





Curacao, but after just seven hours ined them to hospital. The 


thought to have ¢ 


storm is 
Storm med the lives of 


id. 





icane and the ships 34 people on the ish 








Hurricane Ivan s ed 





" at sca again, | fo tly decre: 
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago and — in strength to a Category Four but 
Grenada to help out where needed. then regained full strength as it tore 


through Jamaica and the Cayman 
Islands, where the ship: 
required to apply first 

Both made a fast 
Jamaica, where it is thon 


The track of the storm 
indicated Grenada would 
sutfer most, so the ships 
made a fast passage to a 
point from which they could 
Provide support as soon as 
the winds had abated. 


were also 





p. to 


ht 20 peo 





ple died, and the main problem in the 
Cayman Islands was the 


which swamped Grand Cayma: 





m surg 





Hurricane Ivan smash 









d into the There was frustration a 
capital of Grenada, St George's, with Richmond was forced to wait off 
winds of around 125mph demolish- shore in rough seas until the storm 
ing houses, blocking roads and tear- abated, when flying and boat trans. 





ing down power 
The 


ind telephone lines. fers could begin and parties up to 100 





s Emergency strong. could restore power, clear 
Operations Centre (EOC) and Prime — debris and provide medical support 
Minister's residence were destroyed, Morale on board the ships is high 





and the prison 







several schools according to Richmond's PRO Li 
cd Car Rob Pulford, the ship's Weapc 
to restore power Engineer Officer, who said most 
ospital, which 


© parties from both 


were badly dam: 








The priority wa 
to the 





xd sailors were keen to get ashore and 








lp, knowing their efforts were 


British ships went ashore as soon as making a big difference 


© Glyneal Elcock, an employee of Esso Standard Oil, meets up 
with the two men who rescued him from the harbour in 
Bridgewater, Barbados, after an accident. Mr Elcock was driving 
@ mechanical digger on the jetty when it slipped into the deep 
water harbour. PO lan Waters (left) and LOM Carl Murphy (right), 
returning to HMS Richmond, realised the driver was in difficulties 
and dived in to help him. Mr Elcock only suffered minor injuries, 
and was soon able to go aboard the frigate to thank the two 
British sailors in person. 
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Wa lively year BATE 
. s¥A\ 
for the Navy's assault = 
ship HMS Albion since 
being handed into the 
welcoming arms of the 
Fleet 
After a summer of trials, the 
hard work was completed with 
the celebration of the Fleet As- 
sembly at Devonport to mark 
the presentation of new Col- 
ours to the Fleet by the Queen 
in 2003. worked well — Albion was put 
Following a short run to Rotter- through her paces across the full 
dam the ship docked down for an ectrum of her capabilities and 
intense work package to complete etivered the right results. 
the last details and to pick up on It was a matter of pride on board 
the minor defects which come as when Albion was declared at oper 
part of the new ship package. ational full readiness ~ fit for front 
Back, at sca a highlight of the — Jine duties — less than one year after 
carly autumn was a successful port crewing up towards the end of her 
visit to Liverpool to allow the war- — yild in Barrow — and at the same 
ship's first visit to her affiliated city time the ship became the Fleet 


icts and 
figures 


HONOURS 


Length: 176 metres 
Width: 9.8 








Amphibious Task Group, the 
Commander of 3 Commando Bri 
gade and their staffs adding up to a 
collective total of over 650. 

The ship and her equipment 





2003 

Propulsion: Two Wartsilla 
16V 32E 6,250KW; two 
Wartsilla 4R 32E 1,560KW 
Driving: Two 5-bladed fixed- 
pitch props via 6MW 














of Chester Amphibious Flagship. Weapons: Two SIGNAAL 

a ing four-week period of op- Her first operational deploy- Goalkeeper Guns; two 

ional sea training tested both ment led her across the Atlantic to BMARC 20mm Guns 

crew and ship capability, but the Easrcio Aurora 04 off America. In Surface Maneouvre: Up to 
ship's company were unstinting in ny with cight other warships three medium-sized 
their efforts to achieve the most and Royal Fleet Ausiliaries: Albion helicopters; four i 
from a tight programme worked as part of a multi-nation Lending C 

Excrese Bold ‘Vision off the  Goelition Thar Fose oi Landing Graft 


Isle of Wight in carly winter last 
year saw the ship shine in her role 
as Command and Control ship by 
embarking 150 members of the 
Amphibious and Royal M 


An interesting dimension was 
added by the embarkation of four 
Challenger Tl Main Battle Tanks 
from the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment 
inc bat- which were successfully delivered 
tlestaffs for the first time. to their beach by Albion's landing 
The objectives were comfort- craft — a capability not exercised in 
ably achieved, the ship's equipment over 12 months. 
proved sturdy, and Albion showed Albion acts as the afloat 
off her tremendous potential the Re 





Rader 1007 Navigation. 
Prcture: LAPhod Katy Whybrow 996(6) Surveillance, 
1016/1017 IFF 


@ HMS Albion with HMS Ocean during Exercise Rapid Alliance in June 


vehicles and combat supplies. 

Her vehicle deck can hold 31 
large trucks and 36 smaller vehicles 
and their trailers. Albion can also 
carry armoured vehicles, including 
the 70-tonne Challenger II tank. 

Vehicles are off-loaded through 



















the first a sailing ship of the line 
launched in 1763 which was also 
the first of the ‘Albion’ class. 

The next Albion was an cx 
merchant sloop, bought for the 
Navy in 1798. She was followed in 
1802 by a Third Rate, that took part 


the Crimean. The seventh ship to 

bear the name was a Canopus-class 

battleship of 14,000 tons, launched Royal Marines, together with 
in 1896 and had an active role in vehicles and equipment, for 
World War I bombarding Turkish — Geciovment to the Middle East 


msitions in the Dardanelles 
PoThe L 2.000 tonne Centaur Finally, there were also. the 





































Post-Christn leave, Albion y's Amphibious Task Force and the dock by the four Landing Craft in the 1812 War with Ameri class light flect carrier had a Albion Ils ~a trawler and a paddle 
went in to a mm: nee period Landing Force Commanders when Utility carried in the ship. Personnel The sixth Albion was launched at foretaste of her future role when, in steamer and the Albion HII, a 
saw a communications up: — embarked. are off-loaded from davits on the Plymouth in 1842 and saw action in 1958, she embarked 42 Commando steam yacht during World War I 
ude and other new systems Also, she embarks, transports, ship's sides by four Landing Craft 
brought on board. deploys and recovers troops with Vehicle and Personnel 
The depths of winter found Al- _ their equipment and vehicles which The vessel also has a flight 





bion inside the Arctic Circle, taking form part of an amphibious assault 
part in Exercise Joint Winter off — force. The versatile ship ts capable 
if 


deck capable of operating two 
helicopters at a time, with a third 


LIMITED EDITION 











the coast of Norway of embarking 256 staff or troops aircraft parked. CAPTURED MAKING HER WAY THROUGH ROUGH SEAS. 
This saw Albion packed with ex- (with an additional 405 troops in There have been cight Royal THIS SUPERB MOMENT IN TIME OF HMS CHATHAM ON MANOUVERS. 
tra bodies, with the Commodore of overload) and their associated Navy ships by the name Albion, 





FROM A PAINTING BY WEST COUNTRY ARTIST STEVE CULLEN. 
STRICTLY LIMITED TO 500, EACH PRINT NUMBERED AND INDIVIDUALLY SIGNED BY THE ARTIST. 


HEROES OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 6 


S/Lt A. W. St Clair Tisdall 





CLASSICAL scholar, poet and associate of 
Rupert Brooke, S/Lt athe St Clair Tisdaill 
was the first RNVR officer to win the VC. 

Although he was not a member of the 
ship's company, he won the sixth VC from 
Fiver Clyde, nae taken Fane, Sond 

commanding 1 Platoon, Anson . 
Royal Naval Division — to V Beach. 

From there, hia platoon wes to land end 
‘serve ashore with the Army. 

Six foot tall, Tisdall could seemingly do 
anything: he was a brilliant scholar, a fine 
athlete and a brave fighting 

Joining the RNVR in May 1914, he was 
called up when the organisation mobilised 
in August. 

On October 4 he went to Antwerp with 
the Naval Division, returned to Blandford 
Camp, and sailed with his battalion to the 
Dardanelles on February 28. 

On April 25, while waiting his tum to 
land from River Clyde, Tisdall witnessed the 
Munster and Dublin Fusiliers disembarking, 
and_the bloodshed which followed when 
the Turkish machine gunners ashore opened 
fire, 

He could hear the cries from the beach, 
and see the men lying wounded and dying 
in the open. 

Turning to the major in charge of River 
Clyde's Maxim guns, he said: “ | can’t stand 
it, I'm going over.” 

Although the Turkish fire was still heavy 
and accurate, Tisdall jumped into the water 
and waded ashore, pushing a small boat in 
front of him. 

The fusiliers on the beach were hardly 
capable of helping themseives, so he called 
back to River Clyde for volunteers. 

US Malia, CPO Perring and L/SMen 
Curtiss and Parkinson all joined him as he 
rescued several boat-loads of wounded ~ all 
under the same heavy and accurate fire. 

Tisdall's platoon landed the next day and, 
on April 27, he wrote to his family: 

*..Have been under some fire and am now 
ashore; all day spent in burying soldiers. 
Some of my men are killed. Plenty of hard 
work and enemy shells, and a smell of dead 




































@ S/Lt Arthur Tisdall: ail his men cried 


On May 6, Tisdall’s platoon took part in 
the first battle of Achi Baba. They set off at 
8.30 that moming and by the afternoon had 
covered about a mile. 

‘An AB later wrote to Tisdall’s father: “When 


‘said one word. We put him away as well as 


possible. 

The chaplain also sent Tisdall's father a 
letter, quoting from one of the men: “He was 
one of England's bravest men. All his men 


Tisdall's posthumous citation was issued 
on March 31 1916. 














SIZE EXCLUDING MOUNT & FRAME 23" X 16". 


PRICE : Mounted & Framed £175 + £18 Postage/Packaging 
Unframed £125 + £7.50 Postage/Packaging 
TO ORDER : TEL 01823 338479 (AFTER 5 O'CLOCK), 


OR E-MAIL: steve@cullensteve.wanadoo.co.uk 
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WHAT AN AMAZING 
COINCIDENCE - 


See page 21 to order 
your copy! 


Mission to 
Tromso 


IN ANSWER to A. Johannessen’s 
query as to why HMS Loch 
Scavaig was visiting Moss in May 
1945 (August issue), she and 
several other RN ships were 
deployed to visit Norwegian ports 
which still 


were occupied by 


German authorities. 





Although the war in Euroy 
nd the 





at an Germans st 








crew clubbed together and be 
the whole stock of the NAAFI 
canteen’s chocolate and biscuits to 
distribute to the children, Some of 
them didn’t know what chocolate 
since Norway had been 
occupied for five years. 


MY husband, serving in 
HMS Manxman at  Sing- 
apore in 1967, still recalls 





On the opposite side of the 
fjord lay the sunken remains of the 
German battleship Tirpitz, We 
were told by some of the loc 
that they had to cut a hole in the 








my pregnant cravings with 
alarm. 

Most women desire normal 
fare like pickled onions with 





bottom of the ship to release some 
of the crew who were trapped 
inside and that could only be done 
at low tide, ~ R. Laland, Leicester 


ice cream = I wanted porridge 
morning, noon aac, night, 
despite the 120 degrees 
temperature. 

And I wanted a talking parrot 





I HAVE a framed citation given to 
my late step-father Cdr Bob nd haggling, we found 
Fraser, presented to the officers of most handsome specimen, 
HMS Grecian “with thanks for the size of a vulture. The Chinese 
swiping our Crown Prince Olav tog who sold it to us, along 
ind dated May 14, 1945, rattan cage, for 70 dollars 

Grecian swept assured us it had virtually fledged 

4 channel for the ship that brought —_from its mother the previous week 
im home. Can anyone give OK, we were young and naive 
any more information? ~ S,  Ensconced in the lounge, ‘Jack 
Elliott, Lichfick!, Staffs. looked majestic majestically 
' stuffed. When we were pre 


rr the room he sat on his perch a 
s never moved a feathe 


Vr coaxing him to cat 





markets 





























) a large chuunk he took out of my 
husband's finger, he ate and drank 
nothing 


However, the minute we left the 
room feverish activity could be 
heard coming from the cage ~ but 
‘on rushing back in we found him 
still sitting on death row 

After a week of this self-inflicted 
starvation dict, I began to worry. | 
popped next door to pour out my 
anxicties to a pal. Two hours later I 
returned to find the cage empty 

ere and the bird flown. ‘Jack’ had 
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How we got 
=< — and lost 
z= the bird 





bitten through the rattan strands return to him every time he was 








which formed the bottom of his sold . Holmes, Kirkby: 
cage until the floor dro put - _ in-Ashficld, Notts 
and he dropped out wit! 

We have always harboured the __ @ Minesweeper support ship 
suspicion that his former owner HMS Manxman at Singapore in 
had trained him to escape and the 1960s 


Young sailors 


IT WAS very nice to read the letter from R. V. West thanking my 
brother Billy for organising the memorial service for the 60th 
anniversary of the D-Day landings. 

Billy was one of four Swift brothers to join the Navy in World War IL 
I was the youngest and when I joined in August 1943 1 was still only 17 
so I was first drafted to a seaplane tender HMS Albatross in Plymouth 
Harbour. 

Eventually when we were all 18 we were lined up on the quarterdeck 
to be sent to the shore barracks prior to being sent abroad. We were ticd 
up alongside a French battleship, the Paris, which was being used as a 
base ship. 

The Petty Officer had called us to attention and gone below to report 
to the officer of the day that we were ready to leave. There were large 
doors in the side of this battleship and they were always open. Suddenly 
a Wren dressed only in her bra and knickers appeared in this doorway 











Thrill of the 
‘Chase’ in 
Charity 


But all contributed to the 125,000 


I was particularly interested in 
miles travelled during this ict. 


your article on HMS Charity 











a ch We did have the great privilege of 
(August issue) — which We Sas poets 

e , * Selassic, ‘king Vice-Admiral Charles 
mentioned Haile Selassie, Lamb up to sign the peace treaty, 


Lion of Judah and Emperor of 
Ethiopia and his travels. 

In “HMS Charity just one 
watchkeeping ‘tiff’ was required 
down in the engine room at sca 
and this ‘tiff’ (Blake 44 and a Portsmouth carrying the Emperor 
Fisgardian) found the thrill of °° Ethiopia on fost eg 
driving this ship was immense, keeping our familics on the 
‘most of the time! dockside from 7am to 12 noon 

When leaving a tanker (see while he boarded the train before 
picture above) the ‘chase’ between we were allowed up harbour! 
the increased revolutions rang That was after a 23 month 


thus allowing Charity to return 
eventually to her home in Malta. 

It was from here that we joined 
up with the Consort to escort the 
cruiser HMS Norfolk back to 














down from the bridge and actuall 
achieved was often a case of mins 
reading in advance that became 


commission ~ I remember it we 
just $0 years ago on October 4 





Johnson, Southampton 





backside down and away. 

With the hope that on these 2 
day tours there would be mail 
waiting at the end of the watch as 
well as the oil. 

Act ing as crash boat for the 
carrier HMS Triumph and later 
stopping trains on the North 
Korean cast coast was less exciting, 
even when the Americans gave us 
an ornate train busting certificate 


get an eyefull 


to get some clothes out of a locker. 

The whole parade crushed forward to the railside, Luckily I was in 
the front rank so got a wonderful view. It was all done in silence so she 
did not see us and when she walked out of view we all got back into line. 

The petty officer came hack uup to say the officer of the day was not 
coming up so we could all leave. I realised afterwards that as the 
officers’ mess deck was opposite this door he would be glued to the 
porthole as this would be their daily treat. It was a treat I have never 
forgotten, certainly 

I went on to serve in Coastal Forces, drafted to ML 837 in Tobruk 
where I found I was in the middle of a war between the young lads who 
had commissioned the boat and some old hands who came on later and 
tried to demand the bunks, of which there were only 12. 

Today I am a member of the Coastal Forces Veterans Association, 
regularly writing to three of them. — Harry Swift, Hull 





Letters to the Editor should 
be 
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1 AM living in Nelson's famous 
parish of Merton and our 
church is the last place he took 
communion before taking 
leave of Lady Hamilton and 
Horatia for the last time 

Apart from all our Nelson 
memorabilia we have in our chu 
urchyard the family tomb of Rear 
Admiral Isaac Smith, 
here all his life, sharing a house 
with his brother and their first 
cousin once removed, Mrs James 
Cook, wife of the great navigator 

Smith went on the 
Newfoundland survey with Cook, 
aged 12, and the two Southern 
Hemisphere journeys aged 16 
plus 

The money Smith left for 
maintenance of his tomb and that 
of 12 family members was 
removed by the — Charity 
‘Commission in the 1930s and this 
has left the parish with a hefty bill 
as the tomb leans on the chancel 
and vestry walls, fills up with 
water which then leaks into the 
stonework of the church. 

I have written to trusts and 
foundations and some arc 
responding kindly and some are 
not! 

We do feel that despite being 
so young, Smith was the first offi- 
cial Englishman to step onto 
Australian shores, we must try to 
rescue his tomb and have it ship- 


who lived 

















shape for 2005. Mrs 
Muirhead, Merton Park 
London. 

Isaac Smith later fought 


against the French in the West 


Indies and also served on the 
East India station. In 1807 he 
retired with the Rank of Rear 
Admiral and died in 1831 aged 
78. ~Ed 


AS A National Trust volunteer | 
am involved in the care of certain 
books in store at Calke Abbey 
Derbyshire 

Among these is a copy of A 


Personal Narrative f Events 
From 1799 tw 1815, With 
Anecdotes by Vice Admiral 
William Stanhope Lovell 
(Lovell’s original name was 





Badcock but was changed later in 
life for inheritance purposes). 

He joined the Royal Navy as a 
midshipman in 1799 aged ten and 
served in HMS Neptune at the 
Battle of Trafalgar. He had a par- 
ticular connection with the 
tissima Trinidad: “During the 
time we were going into action, 
and being raked by the enemy, 
the whole of the crew, with the 
exception of the officers, were 
made to lie flat on the deck, to 
secure them from the raking 
shots, some of which came in at 
the bows and went out at the 
stern 

“Had it not been for the above 

recaution, many lives must have 
been sacrificed. My quarters 
were the five midship-guns on 
cach side of the main-deck. I was 
sent on board the Santissima 
Trinidad, a few days after the 
action, to assist in getting out the 
wounded men, previous to 
destroying her. She was a magnif 
icent ship, and ought now to be in 




















Touching on Ne 


Portsmouth harbour. Her top- 
sides, it is true, were perfectly rid- 
died by our beautiful firing, and 
she had, if 1 recollect right, 550 
killed and wounded; but from the 
lower part of the sills of the 
lower-deck ports to the water's 
edge, few shot of consequence 

d hurt her between wind and 
water, and those were all plugged 
up 





She was built of cedar, and 
would have lasted for ages, a glo- 
rious trophy of the battle; but 
“sink, burn and destroy” was the 
order of the day, and after a great 
deal of trouble, scuttling her in 
many places, hauling up her 
lower-deck ports, that when she 
rolled the heavy sea might fill her 
decks, she did at last go unwill: 
ingly to the bottom. 

“I have now by me a gilt dirk 
that I brought away from her, it 
belonged to the Spanish admi- 
ral's son, Don Baltazar Cisneros; 
I would not part with it for its 
weight in gold.” 

The whole book makes very 
interesting reading and has been 
re-published by the US Naval 
Institute in their Classics of 
Naval Literature series and is 
now catitled From Trafalgar to the 
Chesapeake. — D. Wilkinson, 
Calke Abbey, Derbyshire 

















AS ONE of, probably, the last 
members who served in the bat 
tleship HMS Nelson, I was won 
dering if, in view of next y 
200th) «Trafalgar anniversary 
some arrangement will be made 
whereby those remaining person: 


a's 





Anger at flag 
flown wrong 


way 


AT 86 years young and and still going strong as the publicity offi 
having served for 12 years in HM Royal 
angry when I see our flag displayed upside down on important occ 


too often. 


Now that we have at last 
‘obtained permission to wear the 
Greek Medal (after many letters) I 
can now devote my few remaining 
Peruade those respons 
¢ it impossible to fly our 
flag the wrong way up. It is not dif 
ficult. All that is required is to add 
a ‘Queen's Crown’ to the top left 
and corner. 
you need concrete evidence 
just look at the presentation cere 
mony in Athens when Chris Hoy 
won Gold and pay attention to the 
Union Flag flying over the podium. 
Yes, of course it was flying the 
wrong way up. ~ B. Hallas, Haxby 
York 


Survivor 
and spuds 


IT WAS with great interest that 1 
read the article “Greeks pay trib: 
ute to tragic BYMS * (August 
issuc) ~ however I must make 
some corrections to it 

BYMS 2077 did not belong to 
the 13th Minesweeping Flotilla 
which consisted of the Bangor 























class ships Rhyl, Stornoway 
jothesay, Bude,  Felixste 
Clacton and Bridlington. 





Up 








I was serving in Rhyl when the 
13th Flotilla was engaged at that 
time in clearing the entrance to the 
port of Patras and other parts of 
that area. 

The German minefields were 
Protected ‘by chains suspended 
jrom underwater buoys that played 
havoc with the sweeping gear 

I remember hearing the sad 
news of the loss of BYMS 2077 
which was operating in a different 
area. 

Not all hands were lost. A few 
weeks later I sat alongside one of 
them in the spud bashing party of a 
requisitioned barracks in Taranto 
as we waited passage by Italian 
destroyer back to Malta for return 
to the UK. ~ J. S. Dibble, Wells, 
Somerset 


Party 
puzzler 


IT HAS been suggested that you 
may be able to assist me with a 
small puzzle. 

In July of 1952 HMCS 
Magnificent was operating in the 
Mediterrancan with ships of the 
Royal Navy, Lord Mount 
was C-in-C with his flag in 
Glasgow 























+ for the Royal Navy in York and 
ines and 20 years as a Special Constable, | still get 
-asions and this is happening far 





During a few days of a fleet 
regatta a landing barge of some 
type was run ashore loaded with 
beer and tents for a Banyan party. 

Thave been attempting to iden 
tify the craft in question — rumour 
has it that Mountbatten paid for 
the beer from his own pocket. Can 
anyone help? - G. E. Sullivan, 
Toronto, Ontario 


Pension 
challenge 


THE COMBINED Armed Forces 
Federation UK is in the process of 
challenging the Government over 
the fact that many members of the 
Armed Forces who left before 
qualifying for a full pension prior 
to 1975 are nevertheless entitled 


toa pro-rata pension based on the 
Period of service were. reduced 

This claim is being made on 
applicable. Contact Frank Rixon 


number of years served and the 

fact that salary levels during the 
ow their civilian equivalent in 
dcr to provide them: 

behalf of the above and their sur: 

viving spouses or partners if 

on O1980 842402. CAFF UK web- 

site: www.caffuk.gjb.nct 


















NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 2004 7 






nel might participate in the cele 
ons. — D. . Bexhill 
on-Sea. 


@ Ist rate of 120 guns launched 
at Woolwich in 1814 and later 
undocked as a screw ship in 
1860. She was broken up at 
Launceston in 1928. — Ed 


NGERSEA 
TAKE ADVANTAGE 
of our SPECIAL military 

on new 
PEUGEOT vehicles 
call Colin Clubley 

on 01980 653434 





It is pretty certain that there 
are even fewer people left who 
spent time in the earlier HMS 
‘Nelson, which finished her 
as a stores and later coal 
On the last day of September 
1903 4,000 sailors marched 
from the obsolete and ill-venti- 
lated hulks that formed the 
General Depot, HMS Duke of 
Wellington (of which the Nelson 
was part) into the brand new 
Portsmouth Royal Naval 
Barracks then reported to be 
“the best in the country, it not in 


























MILITARY SALES” 


Tribute Models to 
HMS VICTORY 


Special Limited Edition - only 1805 
will be made - to celebrate the 
200th anniversary of Admiral 

? Lord Nelson's victory at the 
Gem Battle of Trafalgar. The oak 
base is made from timber 
“Yr reclaimed from HMS Victory 
herself (during refit), and Nelson’s 
message “England Expects Every 
Man to Do His Duty” flies from the 
rigging in authentic 1805 code. 

18” long, supplied ready for display. 
Trafalgar HMS Victory (ref 1805) £179 


Also available with polymer base, and 
without flags or sails, at £79 (ref 7602) 








» 








Genuine oak 
from HMS Victory 


PUSSER’S RUM 


The daily rum ration was first introduced for British 







FREE P&P 


‘on these items 
for Navy News 






sailors in the Tropics in 1655, and only ceased in 1970. Readers - please 
This, the original Royal ", isa smooth kos 
blend of aged pot-stilled Caribbean rums to sip neat call for overseas 
on the rocks or dilute with water as “grog”. It is Tse S delivery). 


supplied in a beautifully-decorated ceramic 
decanter dedicated to Lord 

Nelson. Contains 47.75% abv. 
Pusser’s decanter, one litre 

(ref 93200), £79. Other sizes available. 


Just two of over 200 products from: 


“4 Nauticalia 


Tel: 0870 905 5090 www.nauticalia.com 
Nauticalia Ltd, The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, 
Shepperton-on-Thames, TW17 9LQ, England. 





We also have SHOPS at 
12 UK locations, including: 
- PORTSMOUTH 
(in the historic dockyard) 
- PLYMOUTH (in the 
Barbican glassworks) 
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@}~ Helping Hands 


Goody brings fire to the Arctic chill 


ONE of the Navy’s most 
sacred grounds has been re 
stored in time for the 200" 
anniversary of Trafalgar. 

Today the aptly-named 
Trafalgar Cemetery in Gibraltar 
is an immaculately-kept trian- 
gle just outside the famous city 
walls. 

But just a few months ago it was 
an overgrown, dilapidated patch, its 
150 of so gravestones s0 blackened 
by years of neglect that inscriptions 
were barely legible 

The enterprising efforts of 
a team from the Maritime Data 
Centre on the Rock and youngsters 





@ Submariner Mark 
talents into charity cash for 


Goodinson is turning fire-breathing 
t Luke's Hospice in Plymouth 


Prcture: UAPhof) Lee Durant 


The Royal Navy 
& Royal Marines 











before on motorbike for a holiday ~ it's such a 


‘spectacular place.’ 
But once Goody paid a visit to the Hospice in 
Plymouth his priorities , “I realised this 





Neglect wiped 
away on Rock 


as well as next year’s Trafalgar 
bicentennial 

For the RN, the project has 
been a good chance to show t 
community-spirited nature of the 
Senior Service, for many of the 
youngsters it has been a chance to 
mak nends. 

When they realised that we 
were doing this on a voluni 
basis, they really got stuck in,” 
explained WO! Peter White 

‘One of the lads took particular 
interest in cleaning one of the 
gravestones. He even came back 


once his probation was over to fin 
ish the job.” 

The overhaul of the cemetery is 
not yet complete; that will come 
next year when a 7ft bronze stat 
ue of Nelson is installed at the 
entrance 


Last days 
treasured 
by Ocean 




















Children’s Fund 


Her Majesty the Queen 


Patre 


HISTORY 


Children of the Royal Naval Services have 


Home ts the premier cha 








ng chartable help to ctuldren of 









nd ex serving personnel of the 
I Navy, Royal Marines, The Queen 
Alexanda Royal Nar 
the former Women’s Royal Naval Service 
and the reserves of these forces 


HOW HELP IS ORGANISED 
Considenition of every circumstance 1 

ft and sympathetic attention by 
people who understand the difficulties of 


service and scafanng life 


hoon suppurted for over one hundred years 


bby the charitable funds. originally as 





coptuanayges but now in ways appeopetate I Nursing Service 
to preseat day needs, such as schoo 
homes, special needs establishments 


obdays and in ther own hoes in tamcs 





of family criss 
AIM 

‘The Royal Navy & Royal 
Marines Children’s Fund 


given 





Applications can be made al any time 


performing community service as 
penance for misdemeanours has 
transformed this derelict graveyard 
into a fitting resting place 

The cemetery was used by the 
British military from 1708 until 


1835 and, despite its name, only 
two men mortally wounded at 
if war are buried here the 






jority were laid to rest at sea 
ut victims of clashes of Algeciras 
(1801), Cadiz (1810) and Malaga 
(1812) are interred in the yard. 

The team from the MDC were 
surprised by the state of the burial 
ground when they first saw it 

“The drains were broken, weeds 
were overgrowing, you couldn't 
read the gravestones and some 
residents were using the back of 
the site as a tip,” said Lt Cdr Nick 

















Breath of 
fresh air for 
Bethesda 


AIR ENGINEERS from RNAS 
Yeovilton along with colleagues 
from the Portsmouth Waterfront 
Manning Organisation breezed in 
to Bethe 
to give the 
lift 

The base, in the 





heart of 
Snowdonia National Park, is pop- 


ular with Service personnel 
their families because it is id 
suited for hill-walking, climbin 
canocing, white-water rafting 
mountain-biking 


nd 
lly 











A VISIT to their affiliated city of 
Sunderland gave HMS Ocean the 
ideal opportunity to forge closer 
links with their affiliated charity 
Warrant Officers and Chiefs 
on board the Navy's largest war 
ship visited St Benedict's Hospice 
in the city to present a cheque 
for £750 — the hospice, based at 
Monkwearmouth Hospital, offers 
jive care to the local popula. 








The hospice has 12 in-patient 
beds and a 10-place day-care unit 
on site 

The affiliated visit saw HMS 
Ocean become the first recipient 
of Sunderland’s freedom of the 
city since the place achieved that 
status in 1992 

Two hundred officers and rati 











Chapman. 

Through links with the proba 
tion service, the Data Centre sa 
ors provided supervision to help 
young people on community serv 
ice revamp the cemetery in time 
for the 300° anniversary celebra 


Rock 


Formed from The RN & RM Children's 
Trust and The RN & RM Children’ 


Thow seeking avuistance can contact the 


office direct for an application form 


The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund 
Stamshaw, Portsmouth PO2 8PE 





311 Twyford Avenue 





tions of British rule on the 











British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s Association 
BLESMA provide for those who have suffered the loss of limb(s) in the service of their country and also 
for their dependants, especially, their Widows. Whilst we do not wish to gain new Members, general service 
life, accidents and conflicts such as the current situation in the Gulf Region makes it inevitable that we do. 
We are here to offer advice and assistance in the rehabilitation and recuperation processes especially in the 
For our elder Members our two nursing homes provide permanent 
alike. 

At this time of Remembrance, please consider making a donation or organising a fundraising event or 
project on our behalf. We have much still to do and with your help we shall continue to do so. 
BLESMA, Frankland Moore House, 185-187 High Road, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 6NA 


Tel: 020 8590 1124 email: blesm 








early days following their loss. 





residential and convalescent care for them and depends 





Fax: 020 8599 2932 @biconnect.com website: www.blesma.org 





But after years of heavy usage, 
Bethesda was starting to look a 
little tired and in need of some 
tender lovi 


paraded through the city centre 
along with a 28-m. id the 
Royal Marine Band Scotland to 
great cheers and welcome by the 
big-hearted folk of Sunderland 
Children from the local Sea 
Cadet Corps took 
he their giant visitor t the 
warship and get a glimpse of the 
work within the Senior Service 








In short time, the Naval group 
had installed a new ventilation sy 
tem, painted and decorated the 
venue inside and out, 
Cottage a whole new lease of life 

Bethesda Cottage 





d given 











ative tonguc as Tai Newyddion Indeed, when HMS Occan threw 
Nant Ffrancon at the open her doors for more 
Valley. For more than 5,000 membs publi 

were welcomed 





about life 


@ Right, who's got the bus fare, home...? 
Lts Chris Jones and Phil Rogers from HMS Collingwood, the 
Fareham training establishment, and their friend, schoolteacher 
Mark Anderson, might be a tad saddie-sore after cycling 884 miles 
from Land's End to John O’Groats. 

But hopetully their weary legs were worth it as they raised £3,000 
for Cancer Research UK. 





@ HOPEFUL Michael Owens and 
Wayne 


Rooneys from the Royal 









2-hour football ms 
Naval Base Clyde to raise moncy 
for Sport Aid’s Red Sock Day 
Playing 24 games in all. the 
Navy's training staff welcomed and 
challenged all comers for a four 
a-side football match, Spectators 














were able to boost funds by placing 
outcome of the day by 
g the goal differenc 


Chaytor, a nursery liai 
ent of the 


hat 











apa 
her moncy 
total the day raised £360 


@ SEA CADETS’ Lt Cdr (SCC) 
Mark Macey RNR has tackled 
his sixth marathon along with 
Gary Payne from the City of 
London Sea Cadet unit 

The two dogged runners, who 
completed the gruelling mara- 
thon in 4 hours 54 minutes, net- 
ted £1,400 for charity DebRA. 
which works for people with the 
genetic skin-blistering condition, 
Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB). 


®@ KEEPING on the marathon 
theme, the King George's Fund for 
Sailors (KGFS) is looking for r 
ners who want to take part in 
2005 London Marathon 
Next year the run takes place on 
Sunday, April 17, and KGES hi 
a number of Golden Bond guaran. 
tced places — but there's a catch, 
cach runner must garner at least 
£1,000 in sponsorshi 
The KGES have set themselves a 
for the Naval-notable 
Britain 2005, aiming to 
pounds 
ers and members of 


























raise a 
to help sca 
their families. 

Anyone interested in taking 
‘on the punishing challenge of the 
marathon for the maritime cause 
should contact George Maskell on 
020 7932 0000 or cmail george. 
maskell @kgls.07g.uk 


1S HARKING back to the days of 
rock, HMS Sheffield's 1999 rock 
band Dial Zero reformed earlier 
this year to raise money for their 
drummer, ‘Burt’ Reynolds who 
was struck down with Multiple 
Sclerosis. 

The night raised over £1,500, 
which was further bolstered by 
another £700 after a concert 
in the Warrant Officers’ and 
Senior Rates’ Mess at HMS 
Collingwood this summer. 


@ FORMER Naval officer Roger 
Taylor decided that his passion for 
acting should be turned to mari 
time charity gain with his new pro- 
duction. 

In October Titanic comes to 
Portsmouth ~ not the ship but the 
smash Broadway musical playing 
for the first time in the UK. 

Portsmouth-based Amateur 
Dramatic Group HumDrum 
AmDram are staging the produc 
tion at the New Theatre Royal, and 
Roger, who has been a member of 
the group for almost ten years, sug 
gested that the actors should raise 
money for charity and who better 
































than the RNLI (Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution 

During the show week from 
Octot the group will rais 
moncy for the RNLI with a char 





n the Thursda 


@ AS DESTROYER HMS Cardiff 
comes to the end of her So 
Atiantic deployment, the c 
will be breathing a sigh of reliet 
— particularly the 32 members of 
the ship's company who decid: 
ed to race the ship over 32,000 
kilometres. 

This number was not a fig- 
ure plucked from the air but 
the distance that the elderly 
Type 42 will have covered en 
route between Portsmouth, the 
Falkland Islands, up the west 
coast of South America, through 
the Panama Canal and back to 
Portsmouth. 

By the end of their travails, 
each crew member will have 
rowed one million metres, earn- 
ing them the nickname of the 
Cardiff Millionaires’. 

Anyone interested in offering 
support to this last big push 
for the ship's affiliated chari- 
ties should contact PO(AWW) 
McCulloch at HMS Cardiff, 
BFPO 249, 
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Catt goes 
on the hunt 


NEW equipment trials in the 
Weymouth area allowed the 
ship's company of minehunter 
HMS Cattistock to visit her 
namesake village in Dorset 


Best's wor a Fe 
Th 


wounding 


HMS CUMBERLAND 


returns to her home port of = 


exercise was des 


















a {0 prove the coalition’s abi 
forthe frsttime'naimest” —— Tevonport this month after {,ff%,%, sition’ al 
Cattistock, which like all a six-month deployment to threats of the 1 
ships of her class is named the Indian Ocean and Cag 
after a Hunt, hosted a recep- Arabian Gulf aid “W 
tion for 60 guests from the vi Since departing from Plymouth 2 { 
lage and from other affiliations. Ami an reat of € n together and proved that we ¢ 
The CO of HMS Cattistock, Oreck, the Tye fee ee ate as an effec task 
Lt Cdr Peter Aylott, was pre- fled ap bse meat FOU.” 
sented with the General at 4 p 4 ™ a pacer sab Aside from patrols oo) th 
Service Medal during the oer R eating a aumber ¢ hip has seen a number of signi 
reception for service and sup- ‘s Tad eee he rae nt whilsi rf 
port of the Afghan conflict. amar u eb ance wari The first of these 
Cirelomle tngrancar’°” tal handover stant wes Qocued 0 Baba he 
whom Lt Cdr Aylott served SE] hd spate hundre Cdre Tony Rix Royal Navy 


throughout operations in traq 
and Afghanistan. 


iL Conbatand' handed over command of 
rangle 3 ha the coalition task group to 














Cattistock recently under- the Mighty Sausage, Rear Admiral Teule of the 
went an extensive refit culmi- through the Suez Canal t French Navy. 
nating in the upgrade of furr of many operational pat * ol sie ees 
sonar and computer com- This meant long pericx BS Bio ead. of Wy e.si 
mand system, making her one challenging the endurar agar tenes J awai 
of the most capable mine- ship's company, often pac gee 








with allies from many ni 





hunters in the world. 








She will go through training Taking part in multi-national company took the opportunity t« 
during October before taking —_cxcrcise Iron Sircn with units from fly families out to enjoy a we 
her place in Britain's on-call the US Navy and the United Arab © The chine setae 
Mine Countermeasure Force. = Emirates was, in Capt Russell he ship's company pu 





to good use with th 





officer's mess 


petty 


From rations to Russians ys 





TV 


























Get Me Out of Here 
THE SHIP'S ¢ pany of HMS Other ove includ th nvolve x Conte 
Cornwall recently visited Antwerp creation of a 40s-style street party , 
for. 3. polgsises coreste ny to Mark complete with music of the tin I i 
the 60th anniversary of the libe Welk lesoted nae was the | 
on of the Belgian city win 1. His ps 
Off and ratings from th made famous by Vera Lyx Jay's leave { hip and the 
nip part in remembranc To h t of the itie the | 
vice a busy weekend, Mm of ink from th Meridien I 1 in Dubai! 
which Jed providing a jent had to be purchased with Cumberland's rugby and foo 
nial guard for both the Sailor plica wartime ration vouchers ball tea busy, « 
Memorial Ceremony and. th ad te'e bibieiks Uicéloten wit Tico oe ae itiae of playi 
Officer, Capt Simon Charlier HMS Cornwall is now on course Capt Best said “I can safely say 
i Breendock Cc tion 0 visit the Russian city of St boon uni nei tee moe 
f ceremony Petersburg and the Baltic port of deployments hir 
by th of Belgium. Baltyisk some time 
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Salisage sizzles in the Gulf 





@ HMS Cumberiand (bottom) refuelling from the Siaesases tanker Towada (centre) during her 
recent deployment to the Indian Ocean and Arabian Gulf 


Iron Duck heads south for winter 


FRIGATE HMS Iron Duke left her home port of 
Portsmouth last month to take up duties in the 
South Atlantic. 

The Type 23 frigate’s main role during her 
deployment, known as Atlantic Patrol! Tasking 
(South) or APT(S), will be patrolling the Falkland 
Islands and protecting UK interests on the West 
African coast. 

Iron Duke will re-visit Cape Community Schoo! 
in Freetown, Sierra Leone, where some of her 
174-strong ship's company will carry out build- 
ing and refurbishment projects. 

The vessel first visited the school in 2000 and 





again last year to help re-build parts of the 
crumbling building. 

Also featuring on her itinerary are defence 
diplomacy visits to several ports, including 
Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro and Lisbon 

The frigate's Commanding Officer, Cdr Peter 
Carden, said: “We are proud and ready to under- 
take everything that might be expected of us. 

“The ship's company are hoping to continue 
the work of previous visits and renew some old 
friendships.” 

HMS Iron Duke will return to Portsmouth in 
time for Christmas. 





Are YOU paying 


too much for your 


life-insurance? 
We offer a tailor-made service for 


Military Personnel 


Get yourself covered - 
for more information just pop into your local branch, 


visit WWW.Nnaafi-financial.com or call on: 


00800 0001 02 03 


(free from the UK or Germany) 


+44 1722 342 245 


(rest of world) 





NAAFI 2 
financial 








J ust look at how much we 





could save you each month! 
fo £100,000 of life cover 

NAAFI Financial £10.60 

Marks & Spencer £15.25 

Scottish Widows £13.06 

Natwest £12.80 

Virgin £41.20 

Barclays Bank £11.10 bie 


Quotes are all based on a non-smoking male, 35 next birthday, 
term of 25 years with a sum assured of £100,000. Quotes 
correct as at 2 September 2004. Subject to acceptance 
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Bulwark 
sails for 
first sea 
training 


AMPHIBIOUS assault ship 
HMS Bulwark has sailed for her 
first training programme under 
the White Ensign 
The Royal Navy's newest sh 
recently handed 
BAE Sy 
newly-formed 
400, including 85 
While at sea, by 








hipby 
with her ‘a 






ship's company of 


toyal Marine 


sailors and off 
































emselves and 
train on the Plymouth-based ship 
quipment ~ and for around a third 
of the sh «pany it will be thei 
first taste of life at sea with the Navy 
having only recently joined up. 

This first phase of training will be 
carried out in the Plymouth area 
under the watchful cyes of staff from 
Flag Officer Sea Training (FOST). 

After sea ety trainin; 
Bulwark will move on to a period of 
ca trialy around the UK, testin 
equipment and weapons systems and 

tegrating 4 Assault Squadron 
Royal Marines and their landin; 


craft into the ship. 
She is due to formally commis 
sion with a ceremony in Devonport 





Naval base in the spring 
At 18,500 tons, Bulwark and her 
sister Albion are impressive replace 





ments for the veteran assault ships 
Fearless and Intrepid. 

Bulwark can carry up to 700 RM 
nd up to 60 vehicles. 
ranging from trucks to battle tanks. 

She is equipped with the | 
and most sophisticated battle com: 








pest 











mand centre in the Royal 
Navy, carries cight new landing craft 
and can handle | opter 








© Destroyer HMS Edinburgh is 
given a traditional welcome 
back home by a piper at 
Portsmouth Harbour 





Specialist Legal Advice 


to Forces 


Personnel 


Personal Injury Claims 
House Purchases 
Wills 
Family & Matrimonial Problems 


Courts 


Contact: 


Tean Butcher of Nigel Burn at 


Martial 


BANK STREET, LINCOLN LN2 1DR 


Tol: (01522) 512345 

n 9am - 8.15pm or for 
ry Discipline Matters only 

Contact: Nigel Burn 

Mobile: 07775860608 after 6pm 

www. wilkinchapman.co.uk 


LEADING IN LAW 





IN LINCOLNSHIRE 








As a leading supplier of quality Ceremonial Swords, 
we are happy to announce a Special Offer of a 


Roy avy Sw 


Scabbai 





ord & 


complete with Dress Knot and Special Blade 
Inscription for the unbeatable price of just 





To place an order please contact: 


Imperial Hous 
Tel: 020 8376 3926 
| Email: 





64 Willoughby Lane, London, N17 0SP 


Fax: 020 8376 4251 














ATHENS enjc 
free Olympics 
part of the cred 
go 0 
Edinburgh 
The Type 42 








waters around the 


tion 
While on patro 

a boarding exerc 
There wa 

stars to go thro 


including a Su 
won by 3R M 


c in Singapore has put Type 42 
destroyer HM great shape for one of the most 
important stages of her global deployment 

The warship’s stint at Sembawang Wharves allowed 
and her company to unwind, with fa 











Nava ried out work re 


the problems and ¢ sed to the veteran destroyer 


@ An Officer Cadet on Initial Sea Training (IST) with 
RFA tanker Grey Rover by light jackstay 


1 NATO maritime security opera 


with the Greck ship Bou 


Edinburgh's own sporting super 








@ HMS Exeter's boarding party practise rapid roping drill from the ship's Lynx helicopter 


Exeter set for exercise 


A MONTH 





»yed a trouble. Much of Edinburgh's time with 





and a small NATO's Standing Naval Force 
fit for that must Mediterranean (SNFM) was spent 
destroyer HMS #® ranean, mon 





torn, in one of the busiest 


traffic 


yeas in the Ww 








warship has now 





















retumed to Portsmouth after Midway thr destroyer 
months with one of NATO's perma- PFO at Maritien 
nent task hecking shipping JMC) off Scotland ~ an 
for any signs of terrorist activities intensive two-week training and 
or support for tervorist growps exercise programme which put 
But the high point of the four- British and allied ships under 
month terror programme came — ‘lentless pressure 
when she spent the period of the The ship's commanding Officer. 
Olympic Games patrotling the es Tuppen, » 









1¢ Greek capital in 





the 
h surveillance ope 
m Mediterranean a 


inst terre 








Ea 
support to the maritime security for 


pl in Greek waters, the 
ise was conducted 





the Olympic 

‘Our integration 
Standing al Forces has been 
particularly smooth and we have 
ved the opportunity to operate 
ly with our NATO allies. 








even time for into the 








their paces. 















by a gruclling six-month series of exercises, transits and 
port visits to the Far East 

And as NP1600 went about their busi 
the sailors to enjoy ten days leave in various exotic loca 
tions 





ess, it allowed 


Ahead of them lay Exercise Bersa 
under the auspices of the Five 
Arrangement (FPDA). 


Lima. staged 
owers Defence 










HMS Exeter transfers back to the destroyer from 
Pictures: POSPHOT) Colin Burcten 
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Helicopter 
rescues 
stricken 
yacht crew 


A HELICOPTER from HMS 
Scahawk rescued five people who 
had been drifting in a life raft off the 
coast of Britain for a week 








" 


The four men an 
sailing from Kenmare Bay in 
the Republic of Ireland to Cherbourg 
in France via the Scillies when their 
ketch, Inis Mil, got into difficulties 
around two-thirds of the way to the 
islands 

The crew 
eventually climbed into 








are reported to have 
a Oft by 4ft 
ire to the foundering 
yacht te plan 
Tailed and the five drifted for days to 
the west of Comwall, covering some 
90 mile: 






J been lost with the 





yacht, and sweeps of the sea f 
at the crew or the ketch, a convert 
fishing boat, which is believed to 





© sunk 
tually one of the stricken 
aw what appeared to be 
OFS ON a CO. 
od their last w 
alert the 
describing the coastline 
The Falmouth Coastguard worked 
out that it was probably in 
between Padstow and Newquay, 
a King from 771 Naval Air 
Squadron, based at RN air station at 
Culdrose, was despatched, along 
with the Padstow lifeboat, using the 
mobile phone signal de 


The life raft was spotted 
around three miles off 
Trevose Head, and the five 
sailors were winched to 
safety by the Navy aircraft. 

The yacht's skipper was detained 
in the Royal Comwall Hospital at 
night for observation, but 






king 
Coasty: 


Prop 
phone to 


















cr four crew members 

















released, having been treated for 
xhaustion and dehydration 
They were said to be in very good, 
hape consi battering they 
had n jorms and high seas 
while in the life raft, and the fact that 
they had run out of drinking water 
aptain Lt Roger Brook 
sid: “Naturally we were appreben 
ive about what we would find and 
wer ‘oncemed for the health 
of Ww, SO iL Was an enOFMOUS 






relief when we located the 
J saw people waving. 
@ The August Bank Holiday week 


end proved busy for the duty crews 








with miss 
airlifting of a cruise 
ger with a broken leg, 
of a swimmer trapped ¢ 
rocks at the bottom of a cliff near 
Padstow, a diver showing signs of 
the bends off Newquay, and two 
people cut off by a risin 
bottom of 6Oft cliffs at 


Kent is 
destined 
for Glory 


TYPE 23 frigate HMS Kent has 
sailed for a three-month deployment 
with NATO's Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean (SNFM 

The warship joined five others 
which are on the lookout for illegal 
maritime activities which could be 
supporting terrorist activitic 


at Culdrose 
included. the 
liner 





























Kent will also take in 
Exercise Destined Glory, testing the 
capabilities of a NATO amphibious 
0 force 
Several goodwill port visits are 
planned, including Cagliari in 
Sardinia, Akzaz in Turkey, Souda 
Bay in Crete, and Mal 
The Comm Officer of 
HMS Kent, Cdr Jim Nisbet, said hi 
ship ay of 174 were keen t 
ith the task 
re will obviously be some 
ad hearts in the ship ae 





k nes behind, but w aid 


nications fitted to 














hip. familic be able to 
keep in touch better than eve 
before,” he said 

1 am privileged to command 





such a fine ship and I am sure that 
when we are away my ship's compa 
ny will make their families proud.” 
Kent is due to retum to 
Portsmouth in December. 
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Farewell to Falklands ss" 


deployment 


iM 


Campbelt 
RN 
nd as part of her patrol duties will 





@ Anyone with an enquiry See ereannes ta 
regarding the veterans lapel 
badge, as reported in 
September's edition should 
contact Mr Richard Godfrey, 
Veterans Badges Manager, 
Ministry of Defence, Ground 
Floor, St George's Court, 2-12 
Bloomsbury Way, London 
WC1A 2SH. The first tranche of 
the badge, designed to help 
reinforce veterans’ identity, 
will be made available to World 
War I! veterans who will be 
attending major 60th anniver- nstratic 
sary commemorations leading Ss v the UK's commitments as a 
nue  aipinopes < waters in @ The ship's company of HMS Leeds Castle bid farewell to Port Stanley as the patrol ship leaves the rliWwide force for good an 

oe eam c of islands for the last time, heading first to South Georgia then back to Portsmouth ight ag . 





Campbelt eves her sister 
frigate HMS Cumberla 
turns to Devong 
(see page 9) 








und warship, € 
ms, said: “HMS Campbeltow 

























@ Respect for the boss: Coulport Superintendent Tom Ward is 
helped out by colleague Jim Eleny after being pelted by sponges 


Families flock in 


TWO Scott 


TIIGETEN 


aS Kit and personal possessions cover 


to leading hands Becky Nellist (left) and Ally Hathrill 


You need (leading) hantis eg lc ried 


Call now for a quote or immediate cover 


gralight in-coming mone as the Mi Sessing to senor rates and of 0800 212 480 (free from UK only) 
+44 1883 83 4412 (outside UK) 


De www.paxinsurance.co.uk 


Please quote NavyAd 4 when calling 

















The Second Se 





to EWOs te 
iral will be near 


their unit or establishment 


The leading force in Armed Forces cover 


Th ee #6 aes harps sd merce Pm Tas et carat a + PRL arcs deren Oy Rap Aan ere 3 Re ITY + Rages 
1 Copied et en Maren Cort Crt eg Person. Wt Sunes B92 UA «Merwe Gener nerance andar Gaon » PX aesch & Sota has 
Cmte Reganred = Eng te 2951 UA! pwr SW BI Bred On 4 Severe Square London UC2W OAL + Matar @ he Gana ere 
“enter Coen tener BR Bet SA? + phen tn We earged ted mayb mare 








Comments and suggesti 














wards becoming senio the admiral’s Command Warrant 
Among the issues the Ac Officer, WO Eddie Seaborne, on th 
and his team in Victory Building are Navy Star e-mail system; the addres 





joking to address are 2SL-2SLCNH-CWO. 
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on the South Coast 


Computer Generated baage of Owwonadure Const Kast 








wailed = 
ales Or ee jl 
= « ry im 5 £ 
= mm at 
ee ec A Pa 4 
ve fmt) GR foe js wrens lay he 


5 hak Mies ailink Micke ll fel ile Hell dlc A Sell 
iy we eet ee ete eee 
Lm end (SOR Par pu ae par “ne bil. } 


Devonshire Court, Eastbourne, East Sussex 








A selection of 2 and 3 bedroom apartments on Eastbourne’s promenade 


* Last few remainin 





apartments with sea views 
* Traditional Eastbourne architecture — modern specification 

* Superb location close to Eastbourne’s town centre 

* Many apartments have balconies and outside spaces with sea views 
Prices from £195,000 to £550,000 

Tel: 01323 748951 





at Ropetackle, Shoreham by Sea, West Sussex 


A selection of apartments, mews houses and “Live-Work’ homes, some with views 
of the River Adur 


* New 





ase, Lapwing, Walk the latest phase of 1 & 2 bedroom apartments 


and 





* Within a mixed development of workshop: 





rants. 
* Within casy reach of the town centre and located clase to the A27, with Brighton 
only four miles away 


Prices from £180,000 to £445,000 
Tel: 01273 441291 





TT Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth Harbour, Hampshire 
* OVER 90% SOLD 


* Luxury 2 bedroom canalside apartments, penthouses and duplex penthouses 
available, some with stunning views across Portsmouth Harbour 

* Enjoy the harbourside life ~ designer shops, restaurants, bars and cafés 

* Excellent connections by land and sea 


Prices from £240,000 
Tel: 023 9285 1800 


TT Knowle Village, Wickham, Hampshire 

Knowle Village provides a mixture of restored and refurbished Victorian red brick 
buildings and contemporary styled new homes 

* New release, Maple View enjoys an ideal location close to the heart of Knowle Village 
* Many of the homes in Maple View overlook trees and open space 


* This latest addition to the village is a small collection of 3 and 4 bedroom houses, 
some of which feature a second floor bonus room, and 2 bedroom apartments 


3 bedroom houses from £215,000 
4 bedroom townhouse from £264,950 
Tel: 01329 828179 


TT Showhomes and/or Sales & Marketing Suites open daily from |Qam to Spm. 360° views of the Showhome and detailed local maps are available on www.berkeleyhomes.co.uk 


Prices and detats correct at the time of going to press 


HOMES 


www. berkeleyhomes.co.uk 
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By sea, by land, thousands 
drawn to Navy Days! 


THEY CAME from across the coun- 
try and from foreign lands, they 
came by car, by rail, by bus, by 
ferry - all for the unique chance 
to see the Navy in action at Navy 
Days. 

Over 50,000 people poured into 
Devonport Naval Base © south-west 


to see this year's the end of 


















@ (Right) Visitors crowd on to HMS 
Ocean's fight deck to watch the river 
display and explore inside a Sea 
King 

@(Left)ARoyalMarine,watchedbyan 
enthralled crowd, rushes into action 
during the central display at Navy 
Days 







Pictures: PO(Phot) Tam McDonald, 
LA(Phots) Dan Hooper and 
Jim Fenwick, and HMS Drake 
Photographic Section 


| 
( 


British 














Overhead 
Hawks display te 





“eliopt "blades. cast 


ynx, Gazelle and Sea King 





A Search and Rescu 
pulled a man from the cc 





of th 





waters, and Royal Mar arhead 


















raiding craft launched fro cr the action. ally importan 
Albion to fight off terr Tony Johnstone-Burt, com- this. For too long we have beer 
. manding off HMS Ocean the shadow 
J by mine countermeasur the large t Navy Day Notwithstanding that we | 4 
p HIMS Bangor, IMS M re and the focus of muc sla 1 rf 
prog Jown. th atte aid: “Th hi 4 
. to fire her gun: ¥ 
itt of the Marine ur sa * 
Capt John 
wa y 
sault ship RFS Minsk, ¢ « 
Navy Days. T-card Systems, 
sr HBS Cocenni tes teher potas INFORMATION PACKAGE AND SAMPLES:- 
that HMS Ocean has t > 
r° Tol: +44 (0) 1253 790111 Email: sales@eurocharts.co.uk 





Navy Days becai hi 
t ‘i Fax: +44 (0) 1253 790122 Web: www.eurocharts.co.uk 


CRUISE CENTRE 


HMS Albion, and barely a May mun 4.14 6 3 
assault ship without being 

daubed in Royal Marines 
camouflage paint 























@ A Rescue helicopter winches above 











Efforts were made tc 
that Navy Days was as i 
assible, with Type 








ted 


Nav y 
atten . R | DISTANT ISLANDS, 14NTS 
rsh May 7 & 
Or ak 
1 y : | HIDDEN SHORES, 4NTS 
alf their | = May 3 2005 
tablished a PORTS 
bring event-goers to Navy Day prices trom £1,199pp St Peter Port. Brest 
Ny trai my Serry end prices from £379pp 


SPLENDOUR OF THE SEAS 
FLY/CRUISE 7nts 





























© Arriving in style (above) visitors to HMS Albion were carried out in 
landing craft before being welcomed on board the assault ship 


JEWEL OF THE SEAS 
FLY/CRUISE 14nts 








faghts avaiable trom esther Heathrow or Glasgow) 
faghts avaiable from erther Heathrow or Glasgow WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE 
EASTBOUND TRANSATLANTIC May 14 
May 1, 2005 ane 


Fly to Fort Lauderdate Ports . Bermucta 
Vigo Le Harve Zeebrugge & Han 





prices from £1,099pp 
Why not extend your stay in USA 


| —> 
* Free travel insurance up to 64yrs, terms and conditions apply. £100 off and 
free regional travel is applicable to 1°/2™ adult guest only. 


www.cruise-company.co.uk 870 330 088 


prices from £699pp 
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S you tuck into 
your turkey with 
all the trimmings 
watching the 
Queen's speech this Christ 
mas, spare a thought for the 
families of Lt Andy Canale 
and his crew 
Many people run a mile at 
the suggestion of working on 
December 25, Not this junior 
officer, He wants the world to 
know he’s out there 
As Commanding Officer of 
HMS Scimitar it is hi n 
















































and Grey Fox, now HM Ships Sa- explained 
bre and Scimitar 














blance to the boats which prowled — are nol aware 
















‘on the Rock 365 days a year ~ 
December 25 will be no 
exception 





crew can squeeze 30kts out of 
the patrol boats if necessary 










Pictures: LA(Phot) 
Luis Holden. Fleet 
e— Photographic Unit 








@ Ensign of the times: (Right) Scimitar and 
Sabre are among the smallest vessels in 
the RN to hoist its battle flag 





THE punch - or rather the blade 
- of the squadron comes in the 
shape of HMS Scimitar and Sa- 
bre. 

The duo, built in 1993 for du- 
ties in Northern Ireland, arrived 
in Gibraltar in 2002 when the po- 
litical situation around the lochs 
became less tense. 

Scimitar and Sabre operate 
with a complement of five, in- 
cluding @ member of the locally-raised Gibraltar 
Regiment who serves as a gunner. 

Normally, the 16-metre (55ft) boats cruise 
around territorial waters at 17kts; flat out they 
can reach 30kts, powered by two Man 2480 LXE 
diesel engines. 
© Murphy's lore: (Left) No patrol would The boats take up the tradition of their fore- 
be complete without the squadron's bears, also patrol boats in the 1970s and 80s, and 
mascot, Murphy (‘acquired’ from the notably two S class destroyers built for service in 
bats World War I, but which were far busier in the sec- 
‘ond global conflict a generation later. Both flew 
the White Ensign from 1918 to 1947. 
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As the Navy bolsters its defences in Gibraltar, RICHARD HARGREAVES visits the sailors who are on the 


™ Rock around the clock 


“This is one of the best 
protected harbours in the 
world ~ and that is because 
of the amount of effort we 
put in in such a smail area.” 


This is a very busy port. There 
are 20 oF so Movements most days. 
People sce us on the water. They 
know we are here. We will be out 
there six or seven times a day and 
that sends out a strong mess 

Lt Canale added: “The best 
thing we could do would be to go 
out there on Christmas Day and 








make sure that people sce us. That 
will make them think: “These guys 
are on the water today ~ that’s how 





























sure no harm come ls The geography of the cole §——well-protected Gibraltar is 
in and about ony means the boats of the The squadron is small — just 
a task w squadron — three RIBS pro- 31 personnel, including a team of 
and his com vide exter cover—canreach — cight clearance divers, plus Mur 
Patrol Boat anywhere inside the limits phy the dog. inherited from the 
line, especially in a post-Septe within 15 minutes. RAF 
1 world. Unfortunately, any terrorists He joins Lt Cdr McGuire on pa 
The Rock is much more than a wishing to attack the port can dash {ols and jumps in the harbour to 
British foothold on the Medit scross the Straits of Gibraltar from Coot off (then turns green as sailors 
ranean, an important staging post orth Africa, where terrorist cells (ty to clean his coat with shampoo, 
for military operations 1,000 miles fave been known to operate, in Which reacts with the salt water!) 
from the mother country about the same time The small team means a close 
Gibralta: i urth busicst It is not surprising then that De- knit community, but also a hectic 
port in the Med, a haven for seafar tary Geoff Hoon = he — pace of life, not helped by sailing 
ers seeking cheap fuel and wares 1 the wheel of onc of the Weather almost every day of the 
It is also, in the eyes of the squad. and the First Sea Lord Ad- year 
ron’s Commanding Officer, Lt Cdr 41 Sir Alan West, who visited On only half a dozen occasions 
Mike McGuire, the best protected. the squadron during the colony's in 2004 has the squadron been un 
The squadron, aided by defence tercentenary celebrations, place able to put to sea. Is the colony at 
and civilian police, patrols the wa- great emphasis on force protection Fisk when the boats are harbour 
tersof the colony almost every hour and the importance of defending bound? Mike McGuire doesn't 
of every day of every month. Gibraltar by sea. believe so. 
The RN's added emphasis on It's a mission the admiral wishes In the weather that we cannot 
force protection in a world threat- the public better appreciated go out in, the terrorists are not go 








cnedby terroristshasscen firepower There is underlying intelligence ing to move either in a fast patrol 
in the squadron bolstered. which shows that there is a threat boat,” he pointed out 

Gone are the trusty P2000 patrol out here. There is a threat in Gi With such a small patch of water 
boats, HMS Ranger and Trumpet-  braltar and we have focused on it. to keep an eye on ~ the squadron's 
er, replaced by former Northern Our work here is aimed at counter- duty is not to guard the Straits of 
Ircland security vessels Grey Wolf ing those threats to our assets,” he Gibraltar merely to safeguard the 





colony's waters for RN and RFA 


ple do not understand the vessels — you might think a draft 
Even these bare little resem- scale of movements by sea 


nd they out here would become a little re 





of the protection — petitive 





the lochs and waterways of North- which is afforded at sea. People Iwas convinced I'd go stir crazy 
@ Christmas presence: (Above) ern ireland: Kevlar armour has — forget the role the sea plays in the — coming out here,” Mike McGuire 
Scimitar’s crew keep watch — been added. crew man general world’s economy confessed. "Not a bit of it, Every 


purpose machine-guns and the CO To date the threat in the straits day brings something different 
pushes the throttle down if neces- has remained just that: a threat. Lt Isa 





ard job. It’s tiring ~ you 





sary to hurtle around Gibraltar’s Cdr McGuire believes that is down have to remain focused all ‘the 
constrained 20 square miles of ter- to the deterrent presented by his ne. But for me, it’s the best job 
© Throttling the terrorists: (Left) rivorial waters. squadron. He stressed: in the Navy 


© Always aywake.,. HMS Scimitar on 
DatcolswitheagRIBS inside Gibraltar 





Swords around a throne 


The patrol boats are assisted 
by Rigid Inflatable Boats, or RIBs, 
which can travel at almost twic 
the speed of Scimitar and Sabre, 
and which are also fitted for ma- 
chine-guns. 

The Gibraltar Squadron itself 
- now renamed the Gibraltar Pa- 
trol Boat Squadron - was formed 
in 1985 when the RAF disbanded 
its maritime unit on the Rock. 

The RN acquired two former RAF vessels Sun- 
derland and Stirling, renamed HMS Cormorant 
and Hart which were used until P2000s HMS 
Ranger and Trumpeter arrived on the scene in 
1991. 

The P2000s ~ used in UK waters as training 
boats for University Royal Naval Units ~ patrolled 
admirably for the next decade. 

But the changed security situation in the wake 
of September 11 meant the boats were not nim- 
ble enough for present-day tasks, so they were 
returned to Blighty and replaced. 
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@ AEMs Steve Walker and Paul Stocks work in green along: 


Any colour you 


“a 





» their RAF counterparts 





like, so long 
as it's blue... 


HE HARRIER, flown by Lt Cdr Kev Seymour, comes to land on the deck 
alongside the ski ramp. Lt lain Ritchie in the meteorology office monitors 
the weather. In the hangar, AEMs Steve Walker and Paul Stocks carry out 
jet engine maintenance. 


No ship this. Not even a 
‘stone frigate’. 

Dark blue knocks shoulders with 
light blue at the home of the 
Force Harrier, RAP Witter 


sister base Cou 


Joint 








nore, Up in 





rolling hills around Stamford 
But don't the idea 
enclave of dark blue surrou 





on every side by the oppressive 


weight of a take-over Force. Here 
joint’ is taken to heart, Royal 
Navy and Royal Air Force work 


live and play side by side. And 
while colours mingle, neither fade 
nor darkens 

The white shirts and dark suit 
of the RN started to arrive at the 
RAF's bases in Cambridgeshi 
and Rutland in 2002, in preparation 
for the planned move of the three 
Naval and their 
aircraft 

However around the same time 
the decision was taken that the 
Sea Harrier FA2 fleet was to retire 
early, and all RN and RAF Harrier 
pilots and engineers were to unite 


all-Harricr-GR9 


yadrons 











in an upgraded 
force by 2007 
For the Navy it i 
new home, but a new aircraft ~ the 
ground-attack Harrier in place of 
the fighter Sea Harrier. 
Lt Cdr Kev Seymour 
heads up the Naval 
contingent at 
the 


not only a 


Operational Conversion Unit ~ 20 
Squadron in RAF-speak, the FA2 
899 Naval Air Squadron in our 
parlance. His experince of flying 





AVSs in the United States — the 

Harrier GR7 in American guise 
made him among the first to 

Wittering in summer 200 
Described ruefully as “six 


months of pain", Kev completed 
the various courses to make him 
a Qualified Warfare Instructor in 
the Harrier GR7, ready to train 


the next intake of Naval fliers 
whether the baby pilots tackling 
the reality of the Harrier for the 


first time in 
from fighter to bomber, forging 
the familiarities of the unfamiliar 

Cross-over pilot Lt Rob Fenwick 
said that similarities between the 
aircraft did not make life any 
It's a double-edged sword 
They are similar but different 
In many ways it is a completely 





of the cross-overs g 











easier 














different aircraft, although still a 
Harrier 

Kev Seymour added: “The Navy 
has a lot to learn about operating 
strike aircraft, We used to do it 
look at the Buccancer among 
others. We have got to relearn 
Navy lessons. 

RAF — Wittering’s station 


commander, Group Captain Mike 
Jenkins reinforced this point: “The 
difficulty is making sure people 
don’t view this as something new 
and out of the bluc 





It’s nothing 
really new 




















The Air Force and Navy 
have been operating together 
throughout their history. | flew 
with the Navy during the Falklands 
Campaign. It's just been dressed 
up in a new 
turning 
Generally 
pilots under training at W 





package — only a 





the wheel 


there are some 16 





split into groups of four. At the 
moment the ratio stands one RN 
to three RAF but by March next 
year these numbers are expected 





up Captain Jenkins stressed: 
It takes three years to ensure 
that the right personnel are at the 
right levels to achieve truc Naval 
squadrons. We can't allow RN air 
squadrons to be predominantly 
manned in key roles by Air Force 
personnel 





“Itis essential to maintain 
the Fleet Air Arm ethos that 
these are predominantly 
Naval squadrons.” 


Kev Seymour sees the 
convergence of the two Services 
itive change: “It's brought 





new people into fast jet 
esh thoughts and fresh faces 
Most of the guys in 800 Squadron 
knew that 
they were 
coming up 
here, in fact 
they wanted 
to come up 
here 
Yes, it's 
a joint force 
but we are still 
the Navy 













environment 
It's 








n at the moment. By 2006 
¢ two Naval squadrons 
are up the road at Cottesmore 


t should be no different to 
Yeovilton. Working with the RAF 
is not new for us, this is more a 
final convergence 

There are differences 
between the methods of the two 
services, as Kev Scymour explained: 
The Royal Navy tr ly 
do not train their en 
the front line. When a squadron 
deploys at sea, they 1 
manned deployable unit. The 
RAF are used to completing some 
of their training at the squadrons 

The ‘Schoolhouse’ concept 
has been brought in, where the 
Air Force looks at the Navy and 
opts some of our policies so 
training down here is coming some 
way towards the Naval system, 

We're coming together 
learn to work with cach oth 
So we're also looking at our guys 























We're giving our trainees more 
responsibility carlicr so that they 
become equivalent to their RAF 


colleagues 
CPO Phillip Spencer, one of the 
senior rates leading the technical 
work at RAF Wittering, said: “The 
biggest problem have 
two distinctly different Services 
who do things differently. 1 came 
> here 1S months ago to start to 
oss these bridges 
PO Nicky Howse added: 
The trade 
structures arc 
very different 


























RAE 











Bridging that was very difficult 
when we first got up here 

RAF counterparts have 
traditionally been focused on a 
single-trade and are usually older 
whereas the Navy's rates have 
a broader skill base. However 
both Services are looking at 
their aircraft trades and reducing 
differences between the two 

Phillip Spencer added: “This is 
one of the best examples of a joint 
service environment 

Nicky Howse continued: “It 
works well here. It's accepted that 
we have a lot we can learn from 
the RAF a lot to 


learn from us 





Things are always difficult in 
the transition stage — but it’s all 
right up here now, so things can 
only get better 


AEMs Steve Walker and 
Paul Stocks work in the 
Harrier Propulsion hangar 
carrying out scheduled 
servicing and maintenance, 
the only two Navy workers 
but dressed in RAF green 
overalls. Steve pointed at 
his Royal Navy shoulder 
flash: “I've still got these. 
They know we're Navy.” 


Paul added: “But we feel part of 
the t all in matching gear. We 
don 

our blue overalls 

articr between 
The two add that 
board ship their Air 
equivalents wear the dark blue rig 
of the RN 








on Force 


‘1 They've had to do 
it for years now. We should be 
seen to take an active role in the 
changes too. 

The two sce no problems with 
the move of the Harrier squadrons 
up to the midlands RAF bases. For 
the pair with homes in Manchester 
and Lancashire, the move only 
‘ings advantag a better 
location, good amenities and new 
challenges. 

The officers remain aware that 
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@ (Above) Lt Cdr Kev 
Seymour intent on checks 
in the Harrier cockpit 


@ (Left) Cpl Rob Sterland 
and LAEA Paul Power at 
20 Squadron Hangar 


Photographs: Cpl 
Hayley Ward RAF 






there is more to be honed than just 
Harrie skills. Lt Cdr Kev Seymour 
id: “The big thing we had to get 
right is the divisional system here 
The people here should get what 
they need with all the facilities, all 
the a they require 

The first steps have been taken 
with a Waterfront Manning Office 
set up in its own block at RAF 
Wittering. It currently cares for 
about 160 personnel split between 
the two sites, but this will rise 
to some 500 once the 
completed in 2007 

Ai Joint Force Harrier the Navy 














and RAF will work side by side 
a truly joint unit with aviation 
staff split between the Services 
50:50. Once the squadrons 
move up to their new home at 
Cottesmore, 800 and 801 NAS 
will re n a majority of Ni 

personnel, while their RAF 





d 4 Squadrons 
ninant but not 


counterparts in | a 
maintain a predo 
exclusive pale bluc character. An 
equal balance will reign at the 
Operational Conversion Unit at 
RAF Wittering 

Naval identity will not fade 
away in this new joint force. At 
Wittering CPO Nick Wyld, the 
Station Fire Officer, sits beneath 
4 shirt given to him by his RAF 
fighting squad. Carefully 
titched together the shirt, half 
Naval white, half RAF blue, hangs 
on the wall 











a joke but also a 
symbol of what joint means. 

He sees the addition of another 
ait base a useful tool in the RN's 
firefighting kit, giving Naval 
airmen vital experience for their 
firefighting function. 

But certain divisions will always 
remain between the two Services. 
Nick Wyld sits and proudly strokes 
his Naval sideburns, an adornment 
that regulations forbid a RAF 
serviceman. 

Well, it’s not like we'd want one 
of their handlebar moustaches, is 
it..? 

& More on the front line Harrier 
squadrons next year 








Runaway 
coach is 
halted by 
non-driver 


A ROUTINE journey into work for 
personnel at HM Naval Base Clyde 
almost turned to tragedy when the 
driver of their coach passed out at 
the wheel, 

The coach was heading downhill 
on the A814 towards the roundabout 
at the North Gate of the base when it 
started to drift out of control. 

Realising the driver had col 
lapsed, S/Lt Scott MacAulay, from 
HMS Vengeance, grabbed the wheel 

He was unable to reach the brakes 
because of the unconscious driver, 
so Scott sounded the horn to alert 

ate guards and other road users 
whilst shouting for help in braking. 

In stepped — or rather crawled ~ Lt 
Brian Grant, the Facilities Manager 
at the Astute Training Facility, who 
used his hands to 
pedal as Scott steered the © 
round the roundabout until the vehi 
cle halted. 

Whilst this drama was unfolding, 
LWTR Sean Gove, who works in the 
Cash Office at HMS Neptune and is 
First Aid trained, and POW 
Andrew Johnston, from the Trident 
Training Facility, took care of the 
driver. 

The incident was all the more 
rer kable as S/Lt MacAulay is a 
non-driver 


- OCTOBER 2004 







































Once the coach was stationary, 
nd with the assistance of the 
finistry of Defence Police person: 





nel who were on duty at the Gate, 
they got the driver safely out of the 
coach and Sean remained with him 
until an ambulance arrived to take 
to hospi 
Kelso, the Transport 
Manager at Faslane, said she was 
thankful that the driver and passen: 
gers were all safe, adding that all 
involved in the drama were real 
heroes and she, and the driver, want 
ed to pass on their thanks to them all. 
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Maritime H 
stands empty 


THE GATES have closed for the 
final time at the former Maritime 
Headquarters (MHQ) at Mount 
Wise in Plymouth 

With the departure of the last 
occupants of the Communications 
Centre, who moved into a newly 
refurbished building in the N: 
Base, the historic site now lies 
empty 

















Work began on the MHQ at the 
start of World War Il, with the inten 
tion of providing a protected HQ for 
the Commander-in-Chief Plymouth 
during hostilities. 

The plan included additional 
accommodation and office space, 
and a series of tunnels, which still 
exists today 

A plaque at the foreshore entrance 




















@ St John's School cadets in the Windward Islands 





Cadets sail the Caribbean 


SEVEN cadets and two officers from 
the RN section of St John's School 
Leatherhead Combined Cadet Force 
(CCF) undertook an expedition in 
the Windward Islands during their 
summer holidays. 

They sailed 400 miles from 
Martinique to Grenada and back, 
with offshore legs varying from hot 
and sultry to wet and windy, accord: 
ing to Commanding Officer Lt Cdr 
Matthew Lawson RNR. 











They visited five nations, making 
the most of the good tradewinds 
make exhilarating passages between 
idyllic anchorages. 

The Combined Cadet Force, the 
school-based national youth organi: 
sation sponsored by the Ministry of 
Defence, has been presented with a 
new Banner their version of 
Service Colours ~ by Vice Admiral 
Sir Fabian Malbon on behalf of the 
Queen at a ceremony at Sandhurst 








A Naval Charity for ALL service and ex-service personnel of 





to Blagdon’s Boat Yard lists the th: 
companies of the Royal Engine 
and two companies of the Pioncer 
Corps that carried out the work 

MHQ has not been used as a com. 
mand headquarters since 1952 
although part of the original maps are 
still there in the main Ops Room 
and since then a series of MOD ten: 
ants has come and gone, including 
the RAF Rescue Co-ordination Cell 
and HMS Vivid, the RNR staff 

In May 2003 the Devonport 
Communications Centre temporarily 
moved in while their building was 
refurbished, but with the departure of 
the Commcen MHQ is now empty 

It marks the latest stage in the 
vacation of the Mount Wise site, 
which will be handed over to 
Defence Estates for disposal 

Defence Estates have instructed 
King Sturge of Exeter to market the 
property for sale by formal tender, 
and it is anticipated that marketing of 
the site will start shortly, with tenders 
to be returned in the first quarter of 
2005 and completion to follow in the 
summer. 




















Weekend at Rowlsey 
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@ Julie Reynolds with Cdr Steve Bateman (RN Liaison Officer 


Grafton 





Gul), right, and Cdr Adrian Cassar, Commanding Officer of HMS 


Navy in Gulf says 
thanks to Julie 


WARSHIP and auxiliary movements 
in the Gulf region have been pretty 
hectic in the past four years ~ and 
one woman who played a vital role 
in looking after the ships has been 
sent off in style. 

Julie Reynolds has been Personal 
Secretary to the RN Liaison Officer 
(RNLO) Gulf, Cdr Steve Bateman, 
for four years, and is shortly to join 
her husband Chris, who works in the 
oil industry and has been commuting 
monthly from Dubai to Africa. 

Julie went on board Type 23 





@ Type 50 diesel Repulse in fine shape for the Peak Rail Diesel 






Picture: Nod Favot 


Repulse back on track 


APRESERVED diesel locomotive 
bearing an historic name from the 
annals of the Royal Navy took pride 
of place at an open weekend. 

‘Class 50 diesel 50030 ~ known to 
its supporters as Repulse — has been 
cosmetically repaired, painted in 
large logo British Rail Blue livery 
and was one of the engines on dis- 
play at the Peak Rail Diesel 
Weekend, complete with twinning 
nameplates and plaques forming a 
link with HMS Repulse 

But there is still plenty of hard 
work to be done before Repulse and 
her sister Renown are back in full 
working order 

Repulse was built in 1967-8 at the 
English Electric Vulcan Foundry, 
one of 50 designed to power West 




















HM 


Coast traffic north of Crewe 

When that section of track was 
electrified, the engines moved to the 
Western Region, and were based at 
Laira in Plymouth until their with 
drawal in the 1980s. 

Repulse and Renown were res: 
cued from scrap after a ten-year cam: 
paign by Robert Hurst, who planned 
to use them as the subject of engi 
neering training, but when ill-health 
forced him to close the project, the 
engines fell into a legal limbo until 
enthusiasts took on the responsibility 
for renovating them. 

For more details, see the website 
wwwpreserved-diesels.co.uk, which 
has news, photos, and links to the 
Renown and Repulse Resto 
Group and the Peak Rail websites. 




















KING GEORGE V CLASS BATTLESHIP 
HMS King George V 1941 (pictured), HMS Duke of York 1943 
Prince of Wale 





1941, HM 


To order your model, send your name, address and daytime telephone number 
along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/ mastercard) to: 
Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire. LEI 2ED 
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 

Email: abowler@skytrex.com 
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 


PHONE FOR OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 


5 Anson 1945, 


Replica model hand cast in metal and hand painted, mounted on a wooden plinth 16” x 4 
with brass nameplate and hand made gift box. The model measures approximately 13” 


Web: www.skytrex.com 


frigate HMS Grafton for what she 
thought was a routine visit before the 
ship returned to the UK ~ and found 
herself at the centre of things 

The frigate’s. Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Adrian Cassar, present- 
ed Julie with a Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet's Commendation, and she was 
joined by colleagues and friends on 
the bridge for drinks, 

Julie was then Guest of Honour at 
a lunch hosted by Cdr Cassar. 

The commendation spoke of 
Julie's “four years of des od and 
highly-valued service to the Royal 
Navy, Royal Fleet Auxil 
full range of other Armed F 
visitors and MOD Civil Servants,” 

Throughout the upheavals caused 
by the tail end of Exercise Saif 
Sareea 2, as the Royal Marines 
switched from Oman to operations in 
Afghanistan, and the build-up to 
Oper 
tional on 
sight and considerable tact, Mrs 
Reynolds has served Gulf-deployed 
British Forces to the highest stan 
dards of the Service,” continued the 
citation 

Car Bateman added: “Julie will be 
sorely missed, not only by everyone 
here at the British Embassy, but by 
all of those RN and RFA ships and 
Forces personnel who have visited 
the United Arab Emirates a1 
benefited from her assistance.” 

Julie said: “I am completely 
whelmed by this wonderful gesture 
and absolutely delighted to be recog. 
nised for a job that I have enjoyed so 
much,” 


Russians train 
at RN facility 


SAILORS from the Russ landing 
ship Minsk took advantage of their 
visit to Plymouth to train at the DIS- 
TEX (Disaster Site) at Bull 
Point, where they searched a three- 
storey unit which simulates the after: 
effects of an carthqu: 

The darkened unit has “casualties’ 
trapped under rubble and the sounds 
of babies crying and walls creaking 
to add to the realism of the exercise, 
ied out under the banner of Flag 
‘er Sea Training (FOST) 
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> Howe 1944 
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October 2004 


MS St Brides Bay: Reunion on October 
> 3rd at Walow Bank Hotel, Manchester 
Details trom Nick Hoskinson on 023 9248 
4028 oF ernank. pecassty @ bbntemet com 

HMS Twreless, Rugby & District Sea 
Cadet Unit are hoking a 30th Anwersary 
rounion on October 8 at the Indian 
Community Centre in Rugby. Any 
members are asked to contact GPO (SCC) 
{At Snowdon at the Unit or telephone 01788 
547096 ct 07960 952924 on Monday or 
Wednesday evenings 

MS tlustrious Association: Reunion 
Lianducdno trom October 25, Detass 
trom Colin Picklord, tet 01298 814472, or 
erra Gackiord @ onetel net uk 

‘Anti Submarine Wartare Association: 
Reunion on October 23 at HMS Drake 
WO & SR Mess. Contact Bob Burton 
metmnastey @.asmt co.uk 

Exeter Flotiia: Trataigar Day service at 
Exeter Cathedral on October 24 at 11:30. 
Address by the Fight Reverend Thomas. 
Burns, the Roman Catholic Bahop to the 
Forces. Band of HM Royal Marines wil play 
during the Service Further detasts trom Lt 
Cdr Gerald Newton on 01392 860591. 

Mechanicians Association 
Reunion: Weekend/dinner October 29-31 
at the Bear Hotel, Havant. Contact Dave 
Crees, tet: 023 9247 5100. 

HMS Blake, Stokers 1974-77: Reunion 
to take place ait the Old Brickworks Travel 
Inn, Leeds on October 30. Thes ts the frst of 
hopefully many reunions for the Association, 
Contact Jell Sabiaton on 0191 251 4725 or 
‘errant jettateston @ bk veyOndO" CO uk 


November 2004 


Stonehaven Sea Cadet Unit celebrates 
tm 50th anreversary thes your and al former 
committee, staft & cadets are invited 10 

tend a special celebration of TS Carron 
fon November 6 in Stonehaven Town Hall 
starting at 1930. Tickets £12 inching 
utlet A disco. interested? Then book 
your place by Debra Henry 
Troe Unwson) "01560 768502" or ema 
‘scarron @yaho0.co uk 

HMS Society: Reunion 
November 11-13 at the Trecam Hotel 
Torquay. Full package at superb price. 
Contact Chas Cooke, St Mary's Cottage, 
High St, Fipley. Surey. GU23 6AE or emat 
Chascooke 1957 @bértemet COM OF Via the 

com 

















Hotel, Gitingham on 12-14 November Al 
welcome, over 100 in contact to date 
Detais trom Keith (Lucy) Lockett on 01404 
823143 or ena: Lockcontro/@ aol com 
Royal Naval Amateur Fencing 
Association Dinner: Fences past and 
Present are invited to the Old Naval 
‘Academy, Portsmouth, on November 20 


Over to You 


werboars during exercise, and 
Of "Sale of Kit" plus copy of the 
‘crume, please contact 

508438, 


beach they were on and were they alongece 
Renown and Bellast? Any information would 


H. Tomer 
Landymore, 
Charles 


contact his daughter Mrs 


tek: 01472 697524. 
Edward Burdon: Seeking 











Reception 19:30, dinner to commence at 
20.00. For further information contact Lt 
Sacha Brooks RNR, tet 07960 315363 or 
oma abdkerston @ yahoo co.uk 

Centurion Drafting Staff Officers 
commemorative mess Gane on Nowerntet 
5 at HMS Sultan wardroom to which all 
officers who have served as CND drafting, 
Promotions and. support staff are warmiy 
‘nvited. Contact Cdr Robin Wain on 023 
9270 2125 oF Lt Chris Jennings on 023 
9270 2643. 


December 2004 


HMS Protector Association Mini 
Cnistmas reunion Spice Ship len, Preston, 
Weymouth on December 4 trom 18:00, 
Contact P. Latham on O161 724 5258 o 
erent may @ Lerman ory 


March 2005 


181021. Detaits rom Chets Heston, tet: 01229 
828227 or email: Chess Hesiop @ tesco net 





April 2005 


Fleet Air Arm Association reunion 
Royal Court Hote. Coventry trom Apt T 

3. For Getals contact Barry Semon on 
01825 872539 oF ermal: Gamma @ escort 

HMS Danse 1967/70: Reurson at the 
Chesterfield Hotel, Chesterfield on Apri 16 
ait 19:00. Contact Mac on 01924 364484 or 





at (on April 22-23. More detasks 
irom D. “Lew Lewts on 01283 223034 
May 2005 



















HMS Ceylon (1943-60) Association 
weicomes shypmutes from all commeasions. 
Next reunion at the County Hotel 
Uandudno on May 6-9. Enquiries to Trevor 
Wilerton, tel: 01329 314166 or erat 
aanaerever @ nto com 

HMS Phoebe: Ninth reunion at the 
Prince Regent Hotel, Weymouth, May 13. 
15. Al rates weicome, detats on Atp: 
mw tmsphoebe co.uk "of trom Secretary, 
Roy Pavely, tet 01235 211501 or emus 
Amsphoete @ntworkt com 


Calling Old Shipmates 











He maried a grt (Ruth) in Simonstown anc 
was last known to be in Manchester. If you 
know of is whereabouts contact Mr’ H. 
Bond, 110 Beach Road, Fleetwood, Lancs, 
FY7 BPO. 

HMS Suttan to Exceltent, Phoenix and 
‘Trumph 1968-71: Seeking 
served. with Robbie Roberts, ‘especialy 
Steve Rlowie, whose wedding he wert to i 
1970. Robie would Hue to meet up again 
Contact him on 023 9261 9650. 

MMS Cranstoun: Seeking shipmates 
from thes Captain Class Frigate trom early 
November 1964. MTE441 was operating out 
of Ramegate and was sunk in the Channel 
Chartes: Mercer was. picked up by another 
MTB and retumed to Ramegate Hospital 
After a couple of days in hospital be was 
Grafted to HMS Cranstoun belore another 
Graft to collect MTB781 trom Grimsby, If 
anyone remembers. Chartes Mercer they can 
contact fim at 35 Leasway, Grays, Essex, 
RMI6 2HH. 

HMS Hermes: Did you ever serve in 
her = from the 1942 sinking to the frst 
Commission, trom the Faiiiands and her last 
Commission up until she went to Inca? The 


Hans Whitoy (FOE: Seating | any 
commissioning books regarding. 1 
Whitby. Contact John Cook on 020 8397 
3032 

James Little: Seeking James who was 

to Beverley Notion. daughter of 

ric and Susan. James and Eric were on 
the Britannia 1975-6. Contact Beverley 
Wiliams (nee Notion), Beriagestraat 22. 
6412ZX, Heerlen, Netherlands, or tet: 0037 
45 572 1578. 

Coastal Forces Veterans Association: 


by 848 Malaya Association. Many attending 
annual reunions, inci Overseas 
‘members. Contact L. Seth, tet 01584 
831397. 


HMS Cardigan Bay and indetatigable: 
Seeking Chets that served in Bay 
(al commissions) and indefatigable (1951 
2. Contact Ken Walton on 01902 898196. 
HMS Broadsword 1993-6: Seeking 
Steve Pernon, ex Fiekd Gunner who possibty 
left the FIN Wn 1908 wet a mecical dacharge 
He maried Sadie Bennet who was also i 
Broadsword and is ving in the Phympton 
‘area of Plymouth. Jimeny G would lke t0 
‘contact you. Contact ten Gallagher on 0141 


RM or RA or any other of HM Forces onboard 
any of the light feet carriers? if 80, you may 
be interested to know of the Association, 
in which you wil be very welcome. The 
magazine "ROS" comes Out three Umes por 
‘year Ml inctudes artckes on the tren sp 
tracing lost pats, anecdotes, a letters page 
{and items on the new Albion & Bulwark (L14 
3.L15). Reunions and socials, Al for £8 per 
annum. Contact Leigh Easton, Glenmonay, 


‘Vested by the Captan of Fiaray. The chiiren 
were asad to write and send paroats to the 
ship's company. Meg wrote to David Jardine 


the ports of cal tip to Austraia ~ any 
memories or anecdotes: duties and ship 
movernents after 1940 19 the Med. Atlantic 
Convoys — any anecdotes whist on reft St 
Johns, USA: <etats of Guardship duties 


in iceland, August 1941: HMS Aqutana 
~ looking for information on thes ship, wars & 
{oop ship manned by Royal Naval Personnel 
ceca 1942-437 Contact Crag Moore, 12. 
Ravensciifle Road, Calverley. Leeds, [S28 
SRZ oF emat: Craig @ moore 296 tenet co ist 


July 2005 


D-Boats Association: Reunion at HMS 


on board and is mterested in the 
should contact Ted Horner on 01329 
oF Mae Seth on 01945 880582. 


August 2005 
HMS Ceres (Wetherby) Supply and 
Secretariat Training Establishment 
1940/58: Fourth reurson atthe Crown 
Noted August 19-21. Open to 
a I including WRNS. who were 
at Moorlands, oF served pict to that date. 
Contact Fachard Knight. tet 01997 581404 


September 2005 


Verdata Royal Naval Primary School, 
Malta. Former pups and staff are holding 








NAVY NI 


AFTER a total spend of al- 
most one million pounds, the 
Victory Services Club in Lon- 
don has transformed itself into 
an elegant mix of old and new. 
Brigadier Roy Lennox, the Club 
Secretary, said: “This refurbish- 
ment was essential, not just to 
bring the facilities and amenities 
up to date, but to invest in the 
future of the Club. 
“It has been a while since the 
ground floor facilities have been 
refurbished so after consulting our 
30,000 members and the serving 
Armed Forces, we felt it was time 
to blend the old with the new 

‘We have listened very care 
fully to what our customers wanted 
and although the Club has a more 
contemporary fecl now, it still 
retains its relaxed atmosphere and 
of course, the high standards of 
service that you would expect from 
a Military Club.” 
Situated just a short walk from 
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new in Victory 
Services Club 


Marble Arch, the Victory Services 
Club is a private members’ club for 
retired and serving members of the 
Armed Forces. 

Over the course of three years 
and at a cost of £918,000, award- 
winning designer Denise Lee ha 
brought a stylish and modern 
ambiance to the traditional Forces 
accommodation 

The Club boasts 220 rooms with 
rates starting from just £30 per 
night. The rooms range from single 
occupancy to accommodation for a 
family of four. 

In addition, there are regular 
discounts and offers depending on 
the time of year or length of visit. 

The Club offers substantial 
events and conference facilities 
that cater for up to 300 people with 
delegates and residential packages 
also available. 

For more information about 
the Club or become a member, 
telephone 020 7616 8302 or visit 
the website 









































Navy News on tape 


Navy News is available 


free of charge on 


tape 


from Portsmouth Area Talking News for those with 
difficulty reading normal type. Contact 023 9269 0851 and 
leave a message with a contact number. No special equip- 
ment is required to play the standard 90-minute cassettes. 





pa sare 


35 Great Years of Entertaining the RN 


‘Thanks to all the people who have booked me 





aigs taken now through ‘til December 06. 


THE TRECARN HOTEL 
Babbacombe, Torquay 


The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 Days DBB £69.00 pp. 3 Days DBB £89.50 pp 
(prices include Banquet Meal) 


We have over many years been associated wih the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for: 
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY, 
HMS COCKADE, HMS CONSORT, 6th DF, PLYMOUTH RNA, CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE 
‘ASSOC, HMS GLORY, HMS CASSANDRA & GANGES ASSOC. 
The Trecam has 136 En Suite bedrooms with colour TV, Tea making taciites, and can 
‘accommodate up to 240 quests, The hotel has a large dining room that can hold over 300 
Quests as well as two spacious balrooms and bar areas. For further information contact 
Matthew Peacock ~ Operations Manager on 01803 329292. 
We also have hotels in Exmouth, Bournemouth, Eastbome, Llandudno, Arrochar and 
Sandown, Iie of Wight 
For lntormation on these hotels contact Bryaa Pitman on 01803 329292. 











depend- 
ants, ARNO is a membership 
association which is open to serving 
and retired commissioned officers of 
the RN, RM, QARNNS, former 
WRNSand their Reserves. The 
association has 9,550 members for 
whom it provides financial, social, and 
other advantages, the financial alone 
giving savings which substantially 
exceed the annual subscription (£12 
per annum or £180 for Life) 


‘Tel: 020 7402 5231 

Fax: 020 7402 5533 

‘e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com 
www.eurosurf.com/ARNO: 





The Association o 
Royal Navy Officers 


fap member pacccen fom pce Cr pete Be fob 


TO: MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, ARNO, 70 PORCHESTER Tce. LONDON W2 31P 
Precis tend me deta ond 9 membership phen form 


* A thick colourful Year Book 

+ Allist of members’ names, 
addresses and interests 

(also available online by secure 
means) 

+ Free financial, legal and property 
advice 

+ A mail redirection facility 

+ A free *home exchange’ facility 
+ Auniforms and swords for sale 
and wanted facility 

+ Sword knots at a fraction of the 
‘normal price (£15) 

+ Use of the Naval Club in Mzyfair 
and much more 
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A bit of piazza 
and quiet... 


THE changes at Raleigh are 


WHEN Commodore David 
Pond talks about producing 
more rounded sailors, he’s not 
banging on about Britain 
worrying fast food culture. 

Well, not entire! 

But there's a strong clement of 
healthier lifestyles in the new train 
ing regime the senior officer and his 
team have instituted at HMS Raleigh 
as the Royal Navy overhauls the way 
it turns civilian into sailors. 

No longer do rookies practise drill 
incessantly, buff their shoes ad infini 
tum, endure dressing downs from 
instructors screaming: “You ‘orrible 
lot 

That’s the perception of basic 
training, a brutal switch from civwy 
street to military automaton, but as 
Navy News reported in July a quict 
revolution is in the air at the Torpoint 
establishment. 

igh’s Commanding Officer is 
determined to bring RN basic 
ing into the Century. He's in 
no doubt it needed it: basic train- 






































@ The RN's formation baton twirling team had some way 















resembles a ing had changed little in 30 years. 
or old-style housing estate. AS Unfortunately, the world had 

part of Raleigh 2012, much of “Thirty years ago you could say: 
it will be razed to the ‘Do this and jump’ and it worked. The 
and rebuilt in the eight way the Navy trained people was very 
years. similar to the way society in gener, 

cyber cafes, cam- worked.” said Care Pond. © 

pus-style single living accom- Until recently there were severe 








to go to perfect co-ordination... (Above) Sailors undergo galleys, new out-of-hours eae cree; m Raleigh's 
non-lethal weapon training and (Top) no jokes about facilities will all be built, as ’ : 
short planks, please... A smile during one of the many _ well as. new training facili- Restrictions still apply to the rook 
team-building exercises where the RN'S toam ethic is tes sulted tow Royal Navy of ie. they ae ty 10, Mcallsas 
encouraged 2012 with Type 45 destroyers, grsconian. 

Astute-class submarines and 


“People come through the gates 
very excited. It’s my job to show the: 





Accommodation 


that this is the place to be, that the 
Royal Navy is the career for them,” 
the commodore explained 
what do today's basic entry 
trainees learn which their predeces- 
sors did not? 
History, the ethos of the Senior 
Service, basic weaponry, discipline, 
amanship, teambuilding are all part 
of the Raleigh ‘experience’, as they 
have always been 
Trainees should be dressed smart 
ly wearing the right kit, but we're 
not looking for all your kit lined 
up in the right order, all ironed to 
A4 standards,” said Lt Cdr Mike 
Helliwell, who has helped devise the 
new regime 
And why do sailors have to do 
their own laundry? They don’t do it 
at sea.” 
Perhaps the biggest surprise is that 
in today's burger-and-chips and video 
game-obsessed world, there's more 
fitness, not less, for new recruits. 
Not because they are unhealthy, 
rather because they want more sport 
in their lives. 


It is one of Raleigh staff's 
biggest bears that people 
instantly dismiss the youth of 
today as lazy, unfit, demoti- 
vated, disinterested and dis- 
respectful. 





























Such labels a 
the young people 
HMS Ralcigh’s gates. 

We asked previous train- 
ces for feedback. They expected a 
Hamburger Hill, very physical course 
from the outset,” explained Lt Cdr 
Helliwell 

“Because trait 


not borne out by 
massing through 















ces are tested for fit- 


ness before they get to Raleigh now, 
we can make the course more physi- 
cal and squeeze more into traini 

“We want to encourage a healthy 
lifestyle: fitness and exercise, good 
nutrition, but a lot of this is down to 
self-discipline.” 

‘There will be many old salts who 
will baulk at the quict revolution 
under way at Raleigh, [t wasn’ like 
that in my day. But then the world 
which provided the recruits wasn't 
cither 












Care Pond says in no way has the 
RN “gone soft’ in adapting the train 
ing regime for the 21st Century 


“There are still times when 
we tell someone to jump and 
they have to. The Royal Navy 
remains a disciplined service. 
It has to be. And recruits need 
to know why,” he added. 


“Training needs to be exciting, it 
needs to be challenging, and it needs 
to be more in tune with the front 
line. 

“This new training regime is more 
challenging, not less. 

“It's more physical. And at the end 
of the day we are producing more 
ed sailors.” 

The chang 











t Raleigh are work 
ing. A year ago of the 60 to 80 new 
recruits joining a course, one in four 
would drop out. Now it's down to 
one in ten. 
The commodore belicves there's a 
lesson for the rest of the Royal Navy 
from Raleigh's example 

“People think we're some sleepy 
hollow down here. We have our ¢ 
on the front line. We provide first- 
class training for the front line. 
























SUPPORT YOUR CLU 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


\ © ROYAL rues 


Exclusive to present 
Accommodation - Leisure Facilities - Bars and Restaurant 
All at attractive prices. 
Private functions catered for by professionals 
Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 
Family & Associate membership available i 
Now licensed for the Marriage Ceremony 
Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. PO1 3HS 
TEL: 023 9282 4231 FAX: 023 9229 3496 


















email: sailors@homeclub.fsnet.co.uk 
web site: www.homeclub.fsnet.co.uk 
HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN ! 








Rooms or Property to let? 
Contact our advertising team on 
023 9272 5062 : 023 9272 4226 :023 9275 6951 









Garian House He Holid: 
Seu-canerng fa flatiets, near 


iday Flatlets 


. etc. = Kol for a ik by fay or id ete. 


OTHER MONTHS — LONG LETS ~ £60.00 
1st SEPT - 1st JUNE NIGHTLY ~ £15.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON ~ £20.00 
CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am — 4pm 






The Sunray Hotel 
Plymouth 


All styles of 
Single Rooms from 225.00 
Centrally located 
Full English Breakfast 
Family Run 


01752 669113 


Pp° RTSMOUT’ 
LADY 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 


decommodation 





Tel: 023 9287 0505 





Chester Guest House 
‘S54 Stuart Road, 


FLORIDA Luxuriously furnished 5 
bedroom /3 bathroom villa close to 
Disney & Golf. Heated pool & Spa, 
BBQ & table tennis plus communal 
pool & tennis court. For excellent 


01752 663706 
10-bedroors property sbort walk from 
expen town censre, S-eanute dee froen docks 









WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST~£100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER ~ £80.00 
£70.00 


www.garian-house.co.uk email:garianhouse@ntiworld.com 





LONDON - 


A QUIET, SECURE AND 
SENSIBLY-PRICED HOTEL IN 
CENTRAL LONDON 
Just 2 minutes from Heathrow Express 
at Paddington. Most reservations are 
recommendations because our guests 
feel utterly at home with us. 








For a brochure: 
www.ashleyhotels.com or 
__ Tel 020 7723 3375 


Do you Fane pronertien 
sitting vacant? 


If so call JMD as we have 


Tel: 01436 831 272 


»pentylett 





Osmond Guest House 
42 Pier Street, West Hoe 


SB & 01752 229705 


Bed and Breakfast from £18-£25.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
Stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 

CTV. Tea/Coffee making. 
Mostly En-suite, Parking. 
No Smoking House. 


CANTERBURY HOTEL 
THSEA 





u.canterburyhotelgroup.com 


rates call 023 92250720, (CTV. Tes\Cofice. Secure Parking Garden 
iL 6 BAB from £18.00 - £25.00 per person 
email- enquiries@ = re 


E-mail chester! 
















Opposite Waterloo Main Line 

Station and ideal location for 

visiting the London Eye, imax 

cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 
Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 
Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 


Fax: 020-7620 0565 
e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk 





ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOE AND SEAFRONT 
Friendly guest house, CTV's, 
‘Tea/Coffee, C.H., mostly en suite, 
Posh 4 poster. Parking. From £18 pp. 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Tel 01752 660675 
E-mail hawion @clara.co.uk 
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2.0i 16v Turbo 2.0i 16v Turbo 2.0i 16v Turbo 


NEW Military Discounts NEW Military Discounts NEW Military Discounts 


For details of our other great savings across the Vauxhall range call 0870 442 1580 now. 
Alternatively, please contact us at enquiry@vauxhall-military-sales.co.uk to locate your 
nearest Vauxhall Retailer. 


* Savings correct at time of going to press. Vehicles must be ordered or registered between 1 July ~ 30 September 2004. Eligibility is based on the applicant being a serving member 
of UK Armed Forces, an MOD civilian employee or a member of the Forces Reservists The offer 1s also extend spouse/partner of the eligible applicant (excluding 
Reservists). UK-based personnel are eligible for the Free Insurance offer currently availal <ted Corsa models. however. no other marketing programmes will apply 
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#3 Royal Naval 
Memorial recalis icy 


fate of HMS Kite’s men 


ASAD wartime incident was 
recalled with ¢ 
unveiling in 
Bocking public gardens of a 
memorial to the town's adopted 
warship, HMS Kite, and the 217 
sailors who went down with her 

‘On August 21 1944 the Kite, with 
a ship's company of 226, was torpe 
doed by the German submarine 
344 while escorting a convoy bearing 
much-needed supplies to the Soviet 
Union. 

The convoy was the first to leave 
after D-Day 

Sixteen of the sailors were 
plucked from the icy-cold sea by 
HMS Keppel, but seven of them died 
from wounds and exposure before 
Keppel docked 








Naval Quirks 


WERE IMPRESSED INTO 
THE ROYAL NAVY FOR 


Of the two survivors still alive 
today, 81-year-old Lionel Irish had 
the honour of unveiling the memor 
al to his dead comrades un the 60th 
anniversary of their deaths. 

He was joined by wartime veter 
ans, civic dignitaries, relatives of 
those lost, members of the HMS Kite 
Association, the RNA, the Royal 
British Legion and S/M Bill Norris, 
Cyril Banks and John “Nobby” Clark. 
of the Russian Convoy Club. 

Recalling the last fateful voyage 
of the Kite, Mr Irish said: “We got bit 
by two torpedoes, which cut the ship 
in wo 

“I managed to get off by getting on 
to a bulkhead and diving in. The 
water was bloody cold. 

“L told the man next to me it was 
no good ~ I could’t hold on. 


“Don't let go, he said — and the 
ext minute he was gone. Those were 
his last words. How I came through I 
don’t know.” 

Mr Irish said that as he drifted in 
and out of consciousness, he saw a 
vision of his wife Kathicen walking 
towards him in her wedding dress. 

And he firmly believes it was 
Kathleen who saved his life — they 
had been married just 12 days when 
the Kite went down 

The horror of what he experienced 
in August 1944 continues to haunt 
Mr Irish, who says he can never for 
get the sight of his fellow shipmates 
struggling and drowning in a sea 
covered in oil 

He admits that when he got back 
home his first impulse was to go to a 
church and thank God for his sur 


REALLY? AND |ER..HAS ANYONE 
ISN'T THE RN _|GOT THE RIGHT 
URRENTLY SHORT | TIME 2 








Incorporated by the 


Royal Charter 


eS 


ROYAL NAVAL 


ASSOCIATION 


Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
Once Navy, Always Navy 


Reg. Char. 266982 


The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money“ It offers a broad range of support to people witha 
Royal Navy connection. We are ‘all of one company’ in helping 


the disabled, 


looking after the needy, cheering up the 


distressed, maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval 
cadets, enjoying social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 
480 branches in the UK and abroad offer an instant ‘network’ of 
local knowledge, assistance and support to 34,000 Shipmates 


all over Britain and in many places overseas. 


The Association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS, QARNNS, the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary and their reserves. 
For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 











vival. He repeats that prayer every 
day, for his comrades who never 
made it, he said. 

The unveiling of the Kite memori 
al reunited Mr Irish with two RN vet 
crams, S/Ms Gordon Copson and 
Joba Bennett, both of whom were 
serving in HMS Keppel when the 
torpedoes hit the Kite. 

Recalling the frantic rescue 
efforts, Mr Bennett said: “It was pret 
ty shattering. They were covered in 
oil and you couldn't do much. 

“You tried to get someone and you 
couldn't grip anything.” 

Mr Copson, who was asleep when 
HMS Kite was torpedoed and was 
woken by the explosion, says that 
when he got on deck, he saw the last 
of the ship's bow go under. HMS 
Kite sank in just 60 seconds. 


THE ACT WAS 
REPEALED IN 1534-. 


Conan 
meeting 


AQUITAINE branch hosted an 
Entente Cordiale lunch with 35 
shipmates — Amis d’Abord ~ from 
six French AMMAC branches, and 
two French Area presidents 
AMMAC is the French equivalent 
of the RNA. 

‘Gifts were exchanged, much 
excellent fermented grape juice in 
various forms consumed, and the 
Junch finally concluded with a 
conkers match,” said S/M Ken 
Napier, Chairman of the branch. 

“Preach conkers are much the 
same as British ones, if perhaps 
slightly larger, but despite best 
efforts, no conker actually frac 
tured. 

S/M Napver said any shipmates 
visiting France in the 
Dordogne/Lot-and-Garonne area are 
welcome to joun them at their 
lunches, held on the second 
Wednesday of the month; contact 
Ken on 0033 5 S301 7280. 


Guernsey 
pays tribute 


THIS year’s HMS Charybdis and 
Limbourne Memorial Weekend 
starts on Friday October 8 with a 
dinner at the Duke of Richmond 
Hotel 1 Guernsey in the presence 
of the Lieutenant Governor and 
Lady Foley 

The band of the Royal Marines 
Plymouth will beat retreat at the 
Albert Pier at Spm on Saturday, and 
will lead a parade from the Town 
Arsenal to the Fouloa Cemetery for 
the annual memorial service at 3pm 
oa Sunday 

‘The Naval Air Command football 
team takes on the Island for the 
Malay Cup on Saturday, and the 
NAC Veterans take to the pitch on 
Sunday morning 

The weekend finishes with a RM 
Band concert on Sunday at Spm at 
St James ~ but the Guernsey 
of Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines warns that unless 
funding can be found, this could be 
the last time the Band can partici 
pate in the event 


www.navynews.co.uk 





Saga Pearl helps 
remember Robert 


THE late Robert Tabner, ex- 
CPO, saw a lot of the world 
Semin 30 years of Naval 


“ton his favourite place, 
according to friend S/M Gerald 
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The mystery ship in our August 
edition was HMS Manly. 
The winner was Mr Ken Ward, 


et a ee ed 


MYSTERY PICTURE 116 
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No 5 Area 
members 
turn out 

in force 

at parades 


THE No 5 Area meeting, hosted 
by Southend branch, was well 
supported, and there was a 
spot centre stage for Mr Peter 
Rolf, of Harlow, now recovered 
from a heart attack, which he 
suffered in Edinburgh two 
years ago on his way to the 
RNA Conference in Perth. 

S/M Rolf announced that he 
and his wife had renewed their 
wedding vows after 55 years. 

Members from the area sup- 
ported the VJ Parade and 
Service at the War Memorial at 
Brightlingsea, arranged by the 
Royal British Legion. 

The parade marched from 
the RBL Club headed by the 
Rochford Drum and Pipe Band 
and the Brightlingsea Church 
Boys and Girls Band, and stan- 
dards from various places 
marched with the followers. 





Global audience for 
Navy Days display 


PLYMOUTH branch welcomed 
visitors from as far afield as 
Korea, Malaysia and Taiwan 
when they manned the RNA 








Publicity Stand at Devonport 
Navy Days. 
And their proximity to the 


Russian ship Minsk, which had a 
warm welcome in Russian along the 
frontage, meant that there was a con- 
tinuous flow of personnel from the 

class landing ship past the 








stand, 


Branch secretary Arthur 


Gutteridge reported that the support 
from 


received ships, 





base and commercial sponsorship 
ensured the stand made its presence 
felt over the Bank Hi weekend. 
The centre of attraction at the 
nd was a model of Type 22 frigate 
HMS Cornwall loaned by COME 
VELOT ~ with associated publicity 
in no fewer than seven languag 























Shipmates from throughout 
No 5 Area also attended the 
Merchant Navy Day at 
Harwich, at which 18 stan- 
dards were paraded. 

The large group marched 
from Trinity House at the quay Navy and foreign 
to St Nicholas Church, 4 display. which 
Harwich, for a Civic Service inte 
attended by various digni- 
taries. And to cap a most successful 

The Lord Lieutenant of — weekend, BBC Radio Devon broad: 
Essex took the salute in the c a live ten-minute interview from 
parade. the stand. 


Demise 
of Tot is 
lamented 


THE DEMISE of the "Tot’ on July 31 
1970 had such dire significance for 
mbers of the City of Ely branch 
that they regard every anniversary as 
a day of mou 

Out of respect for the dead they 
a black ribbon and, rather than 
ping alone, share their grief by 
going on an outing and drowning 


provided by the frigate herself 

Plaques from British and over 
RNA branches adomed the sti 
along with plaques donated by base 
port ships, photos, key rings, pens 
and a large assortment of Roya 








y memorabil 
intained the 
est of visitors to the stand, 
according to Arthur. 






























their sorrows. 

Like others who have suffered 
some form of loss, they found that 
trips to various micro-breweries in 
East Anglia were particularly com: 
forting 

Just as comforting was a tour of 
RAF Mildenhall air base, where their 
hosts, sensitive to their grief, did 
them proud 





This year mourners and their sup- 
porters headed for HMS Belfast, and 
on going aboard were greatly con- 
soled by the staff of the Imperial War 
Museum 

In a state of commiseration for the 
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ing Devonport Navy Days 


‘@ Members of City of Ely branch, with staff from the Imperial War 
Museum, on their visit to HMS Belfast 


East Anglian visitors, the obliging 
IWM staff ensured the Stokers Mess 
of the wartime cruiser was available 
for the City of Ely Town Crier to pro- 
claim a heart-rending lament for the 
Tot 








Double delight for Rayleigh 





CA Law 


© Rayleigh’s big night: Dignitaries at the Rayleigh branch presen- 
tation evening gather round the big cheque for £3,000, the result 
of the Rayleigh charity golf event. From left, Rosemary Brown 
(Rochford District Council), Terry Livings (Rayleigh Town Council), 
Mark Francois MP, Len Hobbs (Chairman Rayleigh branch), Bob 
Hill (Vice Chairman Rayleigh branch), Alan Booth (Secretary 
Rayleigh branch), John Burrows (Chairman SSAFA Forces Help, 
Anglia), Vic Crick (Treasurer Rayleigh branch), Vice Admiral John 
McAnally (President RNA) Pickin cosrloy ictal keg Echo 


MEMBERS of Rayleigh branch 
had two reasons to celebrate when 
the dust had settled on their charity 
polf day 

For ne 





ly had the event attract 
ed a record 210 golfers ~ 60 more 
than last year — but they had also far 
exceeded the money nuised in 2003 

The final cheque for £3,000, over 
£1,000 more than last year, was pre 
sented to SSAFA Forces Help Anglia 
Area chairman John Burrows by 
RNA President Vice Admit 
McAnally at the club's presentation 
evening. attended by more than 80 
shipmates and guests. 

Among the d 
attended were 














gnitaries who 
Francois MP, 
. the chairman of 









Terry Livin 
Rayleigh Town Council, and 
Rosemary Brown, chairman of 


Rochford District Council. 

And Mark Francois had another 
reason for attending the evening — he 
was welcomed by Vice Admiral 
McAnally as the branch's newest 
member. S/M Francois’s father 
served in the Royal Navy during the 
and the new associate member 
said he felt an affinity with the RNA. 














@ Russian sailors from the Russian landing ship Minsk pose with members of Plymouth branch dur- 
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Invite to 
standard 
ceremony 


STOCKTON-on-Tees branch 
extends a warm welcome to ship- 
mates to attend the laying-up of their 
old standard and the dedication of 
the new on Sunday October 17. 
¢ parade down Stockton High 
Street will be led by the Richmond 
P d Drum Band and, following 
the service, the salute at the march 
past will be taken by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Durham, accompanied 
by the Mayor of Stockton. 

Those who wish to attend, with or 
without their standards, should con- 
Smurthwaite on 























tact S/M_ Eddie 
01642 647266, 


Redruth 
bids padre 
farewell 








chaplain Canon ROger Bush and his 
wife Lois are leaving Redruth to t 

up appointment in Trur 
Cathed: 








Asam 





& of appreciation for his 
d service to the by 
ented with a cut 





ship's decanter on a wooden stand 
suitably inscribed, as a 
sent, and there was 





bouquet of 
flowers for Lois. 

Acknowledging the gifts, Roger 
said he and his wife had enjoyed 
bei ted with the branch: 

Before taking his leave, 2 
bers attended a farewell service 
Redruth parish church, followed by 
light lunch in the erypt. 









Address: 


Postcode: 


Telephone: 
Number required 1 


Please send orders to: 


Chegees para 
UK payment can be made b 
7m 08 UK bank. Or 





onal Money Order ts £ 
7 Credit CardSwwech, UK & 





Precie rete tem shown not actual use 
Preare chow up t0 28 days for debvery 
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Conjuring 
Up People 





Nelson — the 
people’s hero 


S we approach the bicentenary of Trafalgar, what 
Axia the continuing fascination with Nelson 

whose death at the height of his most important 
victory was regarded by many at the time as the more 
significant event, a loss outweighing the gain? 

We have noted lately that his celebrated tactic of 
breaking the enemy line in two places, which he claimed 
hit his colleagues “like an electric shock . . . ‘it was new 

it was singular™etc, wasn't original at all — Duncan 
employed the same trick at Camperdown in 1797 and 
80 did Hood at the Saintes in 1782 

Nelson was occasionally too reckless for his — and 
anyone else's — own After losing all the value of 
surprise at Tenerife he continued to press attacks on a 
heavily protected fortification with the result that many of 
his men died neediessly and he himself lost an arm. 

He remained supremely popular with his sailors, 
though, and with the population at large. But he was not 
all that popular with the Naval Establishment. St 
Vincent, First Lord of the elles} in 1805 — originally 
an ardent supporter — later said of him: “Animal courage 
was the sole merit of Lord Nelson, his private character 
most disgraceful, in every sense of the word.” 

Even his closest friends could be embarrassed by his 
vanity and vulgar display — after his victory at the Nile 
he gave great ‘offence by his triumphal progress 
through Europe and England, flaunting his equally flam- 
boyant mistress, Emma Lady Hamilton, with whom he 
lived in a bizarre menage 4 trois with her husband 
William. He treated his wife — and several of his former 
mistresses — abominably. 

Dr Colin White's astonishing treasure trove of over 
1,000 unpublished letters, discovered over the past five 
years with the Nelson Letters Project initiated by the 
National Maritime and Royal Navy Museums, will no 
doubt open up alll kinds of new insights into his singular 
character. 

For instance, of the 1797 mutiny at Spithead, Nelson 
wrote: *.. . it has been the most Manly thing | ever 
heard of and does the British sailor infinite honour.” And 
perhaps here lies the answer to our question — Nelson, 
besides possessing a great many human failings, also 
addressed his fellow man with great humanity and con- 
sideration (apart from at Naples in the aftermath of the 
insurrection of 1799 in which he displayed uncharacter- 
istic savagery in the execution of the principals) 

He well knew the value of public relations (the famous 
story of his recalling the mail ship to pick up a single 
man’s letter home may be apochryphal, but was wholly 
typical of the way his people viewed him) but he was 
equally adept at self-promotion. 

‘To the Establishment, as we have seen, he was a bit 
of a loose cannon. That remark about the Spithead 
mutiny was, not surprisingly, excised from a collection of 
his letters published in 1809 as just a tad too politically 
incorrect — as it would have been in similar circcum- 
stances today. 

So you can also ask yourself, had Nelson failed to 
deliver the goods at Trafalgar, would the powers-that-be 
have leaped to his defence? You can bet your sweet life 
they wouldn't have. 
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to helbwith 


Adult “| 
pe 


‘Not another rabbit!’ (See page 42) 


First piece cut 
in Dauntless’s 


Jigsaw 


FIRST the RN was Daring — now it’s Dauntless as well. 















The sccond of the Flect’s 2ist the RN the second of the world’s 
century destroyers is slowly begin- most advanced air defence war 
ning to take shape on the Clyde — ships. 
after he first steel was cut on her “This is a really momentous 
HMS Dauntless will be the sec- occasion — the stecl | am cutting 
ond of a planned class of cight D- officially starts the building of a 
Class, or Type 45 destroyers — ship which will form part of the 
although at 7,350 tonnes cach the most advanced air destroyer flect 
ships are almost cruiser size in the world,” he added. 
ike the first in class, HMS The D-class will take over from 
ing, Dauntless is being built the veteran Type 42 destroyers, 
saw-fashion by BAE Systems children of the 1960s. The new ves 
Vosper; the former constructing sels are children of the 1990s and 
the aft and central superstructure, 21st century and built around the 
the latter the ship's bow and dis- central weapon, the PAAMS anti 
tinctive main mast air missile. The six ships ordered 
The first steel cut for her was at will cost around £5.Sbn, sustaining 
BAE’s Govan yard on the Clyde. 2,000 jobs on the Clyde and around 
Pressing the switch on a hi-tech — 650 in Portsmouth. 
plasma cutter, First Sea Lord — HMS Daring is already one year 
Admiral Sir Alan West said he felt’ into. construction; she will enter 
honoured to be setting in motion a service towards the end of the 
chain of events which would give — decade 































e FORWARD LOOK: artist's impression of planned new ship- 
building hall at BAE's Govan yard on the Clyde 


Six D-class ships are on the — the company's Clyde yards. 
order books presently: Diamond The new building at Govan will 
Defender, Dragon and Duncan allow the major production of 
will follow, with orders for subse- blocks for the Type 45s to be done 
quent destroyers to be placed later. under cover, cutting costs and the 
All will be based in Portsmouth risks of delays and providing other 
Meanwhile, work is about to benefits for the programm 
start on a multi-million pound Piling work on the extended 
expansion of production facilities Tank Assembly Shop, where large 
at BAE’s Govan site — part of a sections of the ship will be brought 
ef programme of investment at together before being moved to the 
berth for final assembly, was due to 
begin at the end of last month. 
The £2m investment will 
case the usable capacity of the 
ty by 40 per cent. 
t is part of a planned £11m pro- 
gramme for the Clyde yards to sup- 
port work on the Type 45s 
ubstantial investments have also 
been made at BAE’s other 
Glasgow facility in Scotstoun, 
including the creation of transfer 
quays at both sites and the refur- 
bishment of the Scotstoun Module 



















































And yet another milestone in 
the programme — the first Sampson 
Multi-Function Radar has been 
installed on the representative 
Type 45 foremast at the company’s 
Cowes, Isle of Wight site 


@ CUTTING EDGE: Admiral 
Sir Alan West sets off the plas- 
ma cutter after a briefing from 
steelwork fabricator Jimmy 
Gardner 
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@ Not quite ice-cream weather... Type 22 frigate HMS Cornwall, known affectionately as F99 ‘The ice cream 


or as Londoners prefer, the Gherkin. 


frigate’ inches up the Thames under murky skies to berth alongside HMS Belfast in the heart of London for a = = 
high-profile stop in the nation’s capital. In the background is the financial district including the Swiss Re offices, are airing or 


Take large bites for poppy appeal 


ANZAC biscuits are on sale as a 
reminder of the sacrifices made 
by Commonwealth comrades in 
the two World Wars with prof 
its going to the Royal British 
Legion 

The original biscuits were 
baked for members of the 
Australian and New Zea 
Army Corps, better kno 
as Anzac, on the front line in 
Gallipoli by their mothers and 
loved ones during the Gi 
The biscuits served 
great comfort to the men know 
ing that their families were wait 
ing for them to return 

The Melbourne manufactur 


























ers of the modern-day 
Anzac biscuit, Unibic 
have linked up with the 
Royal British Legion to 
support its fundraising 
efforts for ex-service men. 
In Australia the biscuits 
have already raised almost 








Aus $333,000 dollars for the 


country’s appeal 
The British Anzac bis 

cuits (pictured right if you 

were wondering) are on sale 

at Sainsbury's for 99p per 

pack, with four per cent 

of the profits made by the 
roducers donated to the 
BL 











FAA treasures 


THE SPIRITUAL home of Naval ut of visitors’ view, from the first swept 


; wing aircraft to land on a carrier to the 
aviation shed new light on the Gartile helicopter in which the Duke of 


world of flight by putting on show York learned to fly. 

items often hidden from public The work of staff at Cobham 
view and hosting a sale of art =) Hall's extends beyond simply look- 
works. ing after the treasures of the FAA. 














At present they are keeping an 
eye ona small ow! using 
the ow! nesting box, 
and are tending to 
the wild orchids 
‘on the surrounding 


The Fleet Air Arm Museum in 
Yeovilton hosted one of 
the largest art exhibi- = | 
tions in the south-west, = 
with original prints and 


sculptures on display. 
It is also home to 






far more items, arte- 
facts and even vet- WW ed a display 
eran aircraft than it and sale of 
can display to the “ij )~ work with 
Public. a distinctly 
But bosses decided military theme 
their reserve collection as part of 
was worth seeing, and Somerset Art 
threw open the doors of Weeks. 


Well-known 
artists such as 


| 
| 


ings at RNAS Yeovitton. Edward Ash, 
As museum cura- Rex Phillips and 
tor Cdr David Hobbs —— ts 
*% as well as 
explained: “Our reserve oat, the 
that of many ofver air the Armed Forces 
craft museums.” Art Society made 
Around five miles of use of the muse- 


and more than um's facilities 
» to display their 
work. 


Jon Jefferies, 





ing a prototype 

bouncing bomb) the — museum’ 

were on display in the @ Reach for the skies... World War Il Fleet head of market- 

hall, where the climate Air Arm aviators, as portrayed by Alix Baker ing, said: “There 
is specially controlled chair of the Armed Forces Art Society is a huge amount 

to the items. of interest in the 


building has been opened on three arts in the south 
days this year to the public, allowing and the number of potential exhibitors has 
them to see 30 historic aircraft normally ¢xceeded our expectations. 
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theatre in July, taking over from the 
Royal Highland Fusiliers. 

Beyond brushing up on combat 
skills typical of any pre-deployment, 
the men were put through public 
order training at Theptford 
: ng baton guns 
tof making ~ and throw 
ing ~ Molotov: cocktails were all 
taught as the commandos were 
educated in the art of keeping the 
peace in a challenging urban envi 
ronment 

The training climaxed with an as- 
sault on a mock-up village 

“It was maddie all the more re 
alistic by the use of overhead fire 

















prayers over a set of loud speak 

* said 2Lt Pinkney 
For many it was a steep learning 
curve and a great deal was learned 
and put into practi 

“The unit wais made as ready as it 
could be to deploy on operations.” 

One thing training in Britain 
could not prepare the commandos 
for was the heatt; the original Op- 
rational ‘Telic: was fought in the 
spring ~ and thiat was hot cnough. 

As summer turns to autumn in 
southern Iraq, the men of 40 Cd 
can look forward to some cooler 
her at last.... the low 40s. That's 
still well above 100°F 
‘You have tio carry on in these 
conditions ~ aypart from the very, 
very hot daysi,” said Capt Mel 
bourne. 

The worst we've had so far was 
52°C = 125"F it's much hotter than 
Saif Sareca in Oman a few years 
back. We dream of temperatures 
in the 20s. Thuit would be sweater 
weather.” 

If only the 
difficulty the 
contend with. 

But then, basing Royal Marines, 
they probably wouldn't have it any 
other way. 



































@ Sunrise over Basra: A Royal Marine of Alpha Company, 40 
Cdo, watches over the Iraqi capital from an observation tow- 
er and (right) protecting the lifeblood of Iraq: a green beret 
silhouetted against the backdrop of the country’s oil fields 
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@ (Above) What every 
Royal Marine needs 


4x4, can of 
POP... 


© Something in the 
pipeline? (Right) A 
marine talks to two 
pipeline workers on 
patrol 





patrol in Grand Festivities Square, built to celebrate I 
(pyrthic) ‘victory’ over Iran. Each sword in the Hands of 
tory weighs 24 tonnes and is made from bronze alloy of the 
guns of fallen Iraqi soldiers. As a further macabre ‘touch’, 
the helmets of 5,000 Iranian soldiers were held in nets be- 
tween the swords and cemented into the ground 


© The defining image of Beghiecs (Above) A commando on 








9u forget about us 


40 Commando is just one strand of the Senior Service's _ to assist with the search of any Iraqi females encoun- 


presence in the Iraq area. tered on patrols with the Royals. 
The media may concentrate upon ‘British troops’, Offshore, Type 23 frigate HMS Somerset is safo- 
but there's the whole range of RN capabilities in the guarding Iraqi interests in the northern Gulf, chiefly the 
, region. oil platforms which are the outlet for Iraq's lifeblood. 
To reinforce that message, Commander-in-Chief The Devonport-based warship is supporting the 
Fleet Admiral Sir Jonathon Band visited numerous RN _ international Task Force 58, in charge of security at soa 
units in theatre last month. in the northern Gulf, on duties such as boarding opera- 
The admiral dropped in on the small band of RN tions to check out vessels bound for or leaving ports 
personnel at Basra International Airport before climb- _ ~ a task which has been the staple diet of the RN since 
ing into an RAF Puma helicopter for the short flight to _the days of the first Gulf war. 
Umm Qasr, where the RN training team is helping the CINC Fieet was ferried aboard Somerset by a Sea 
fledgling Iraqi Navy safeguard its waters and look after Hawk helicopter from HMAS Adelaide — another sign of 
its patrol craft. the international nature of operations in the region. 
Next stop was 40 Cdo's Shaibah base for a substan- “The visit was an excellent opportunity to demon- 
tial tour of the establishment, including its HQ centre, _strate to Admiral Band how the ship is working in this 
vehicle workshops, prison and self-contained sickbay _theatre and how the demands of this environment 
dedicated to serving the green berets. affect the ship and her people,” said Somerset's Com- 
- @ Ever fee! like you're living in a goldfish bowl? CINC Fleet Admiral Sir Jonathon — Admiral Band made a point of chatting to four manding Officer Cdr David Axon. 
Bandi receives an update on HMS Somerset's progress women who are attached to 40 Cdo — the only females “It was also a valuable chance for the ship's com- 


serving with the commando unit. The women's task is pany to meet their commander-in-chief.” 
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Masters of 
management 
in the making 
of Britain 


BETWEEN the restoration of Cha 


arles I in 1660 and the defeat 


of Napoleon in 1815, the Navy became one of the central institu 


tions of the evolving British state. 


in The Command of the 
Ocean (Allen Lane £30) Professor 
N. A. M. Rodger shows how and 
why the Navy was integral to the 
«cess of both the Agricultural 
Industrial Revolutions and the 
ish Empire 

In so doing he brings the fiction 
al character of Jack Aubrey to real 
life 

Describing not just battles and 
voyages, but how the Navy was 
manned, how it was supplied with 
timber, hemp iron, how its 
men (and women) were fed, and 
how it was f nd directed, 
the author shows how and why the 
Royal Navy's dominance of 
European waters was the largest 
longest, most complex and expen: 
sive project ever undertaken by the 
British state and society 

It was during the century and a 
half covered by this book that the 
successful organising of victualling, 






Br 








pletely integrated and mutually 
dependent Britain and the Navy 
then became 

He also overturns a number of 





preconceptions, There is a re 
uation of Charles Il, often regard: 
ed as a charming, intelligent but 
somewhat indolent monarch. In 
fact he attended more meetings of 
the Admiralty Board than any of 
its other members 

There are also convincing 
reassessments of Pepys, Hawke 
Rodney, Howe and St Vincent 
while the very particular and dis. 
tinct qualities of Nelson and 
Collingwood are illuminatingly 
contrasted. 

Rodger’s comparative view of 
other navies, the French, Dutch, 
Spanish and American in’ particu: 
lar, allows him to make a fresh 
assessment of the qualities of the 
British 

This is a worthy follow up to his 











COMMISSIONED by the gunnery school, HMS Excellent, in 
1932, this portrait of Admiral John Jellicoe was returned to 
the artist, owing to Lady Jellicoe’s objections to the frail 
appearance of her elderly husband — he was then deaf and 
nearly blind, the results of his involvement in gunnery. 

Nevertheless, it has a haunting and surreal quality, sug- 
gesting a sense of nostalgia for Jellicoe’s long and distin- 
guished career. 

The painting is one of the Treasures of the National 
Maritime Museum (NMM £25) edited by Gloria Clifton and 
Nigel Rigby. 

As is the ‘Russian Infernal Machine’ shown below — an 
early contact mine deployed during the Crimean War. 

These were sometimes treated in a somewhat cavalier 
fashion by British naval officers. In 1855 the /ilustrated 
London News reported that one was examined by Admiral 
Seymour in HMS Exmouth who ‘incautiously tapping a little 
bit of iron projecting from its side said “This must be the 
way they are exploded” when bang! the thing went off. 

The Admiral was temporarily blinded and several of his 
officers had their whiskers burnt off 
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money and management took the highly acclaimed first volume _on 
Navy to the heart of the British the naval history of Britain, The 
state nd it is Rodger’s great Safeguard of the Sea which cov 
achievement to show how com- ered the period 660-1649 
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In order to commemorate the bicentenary of 
The Battle of Trafalgar, 
the theme for the 2005 calendar is Battles of the Royal 
Navy, featuring 12 battles from the 18th to the 20th 
centuries and the ships and units involved. 


Tastefully designed, and finished with high grade gloss 
cover and matt coated inner pages, this popular format is 
practical, informative and modern. 

For this year the Navy News calendar features a new, 
easy to use, ‘Day Planner’ format. 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 
Or write to - The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants PO1 3HH 





Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. Fo 





Jers outside the UK payment can be 
made by chequeinternational Money Order in { Sterling and drawn on a UK bank 
Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4 
Note’ hem not shown actual size 


Buy Online... Buy Online... Buy Online... Buy Online... Buy Online... Buy Online. 
e-mail: merchandising@navynews.co.uk Wwww.navynews.co.uk 


=o ee = £6.99. £8.99... 
+ men Hl La = me 


or ocr ROVAL 
NAVY 





NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF RN FLEET PHOTOGRAPHIC UNIT 
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©'Things as they are. Things as they might have been’ — = a cartoon contras' the naval 
discredited ci 


ting Cochrane 
hero with Cochrane the ivilian following the Stock Exchange trial in 1814 


No market for modern ship art 


“THE PROBLEM with — truly modern such as naval vessels or merchant 
ships, or even yachts, is people seem to pepe writes Geoff 
Hunt iva few Comsction it hie werk mosey corcaed to 10 the Nelson era. 

The leading marine artist best known for the covers of Patrick O'Brian's Jack Aubrey nov. 
els notes: “Nostalgia seems to be required. Lapel malo dimen seat nem ips if 
re ocean liners of the 1930s; your yachts had better be Edwardian. 

Borel Nery Maen? Seere cartier On Pa Sone ee 
chant marine. 

ee ot on Reece one anon oe eee 
missioned by the electronics company Ferranti to illustrate advertisements for their marine 
zenaing esto 1. It is included in The Marine Art of Geoff Hunt ( Maritime Press £30) 
Currently 


ul President of the Royal Artists, Geoff his studio on the 
site of Nelson's home in Merton Place, Pc, Winolten 









MANY SIDES TO COCHRANE 
— AND TO NELSON 


in the maritime history of the early 19th 
icentul 
While still a child he held commissions in 
both the Royal Navy and the Army. He made his 
name in 1800 when in command of a tiny, 14- 
gun brig he captured the 32-gun Spanish frigate 


His reputation for audacity and bravery was 
indelibly sealed by his later exploits as a frigate 
captain, seizing prizes and making amphibious 
raids along enemy coastlines, creating panic 
and contusion with fireships and other 
pyrotechnics. 

He was the inspiration for the fictional heroes 
of Captain Marryat, C. S. Forester and Patrick O° 
Brian. 

Cochrane also sailed very close to the wind. 


| ORD Cochrane was a dominant figure 


back into the Senior Service as an admiral. 

Although his naval accomplishment 
numerous, Ss career was marked 
controversy and pathological disputes with 
some of the eminent men of the period — 
Admiral Lord Keith, for example, described him 
as “wrong-headed, violent and proud” 

Late in life, he published a series of autobi- 
ographies which have been pretty much accept- 
ed as accurate versions of events ever since. 
in The Audacious Admiral Cochrane 
(Conway £17.99) Brian Vale sets the record 
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Vol 1 
HMS INVINCIBLE 


By Neil MeCart 


The well illustrated story 

Royal Navy's new generat 

from the Falklands War to th 
2st Century. 
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Tel/Fax: 01736 330769 


WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY - 


Wendy BB @ compuserve.com 


HP BOOKFINDE 





straight by going back to the original sources in 
the UK, Chilean and Brazilian archives to reveal 
a highly complex and intriguing figure who 
could exhibit extreme paranoia and jealousy, 

With over 20 books about Nelson in the past 
decade alone - and many more set to appear 
with the bicentenary of Trataigar next year — you 
would imagine there wasn't much left to say 
about the man. 

Yet American author John Sugden (best 
known for his studies of a pair of Shawnee 
chiefs) has just come up with a 900 page study 
that only covers the first half of his career. 

Nelson: a Dream of Glory (Jonathan Cape £25) 
digs into the relatively unmined archives of 
Nelson's early life to explode a few popular 
myths. For example, there is the famous story of 
how the 15-year-old beat off a polar bear with an 
unloaded musket. Apparently, it was more likely 


ays 
with the exotic, flamboyant Emma Hamilton. 
Not fair, according to Sugden, who discovers 
that she had considerable charm and made a 
good impression on people. 
As we have noted recently, Nelson's tactics at 
Trataigar were not all that original. Duncan 
them at Camperdown — and here we 
see that he learned them from Admiral Hood at 
the Battie of the Saintes in 1782 
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“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 


includes all aspects of GANGES 


Tet: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 346747) We can develop your manuscript before demolition. One tear-jerking 
Send tor 2 catalogue or see our website at: ahandsome book forthe family. hour of nostalgia, produced 
www.navybooks.com Call Wendy at Bound Biographies. by JOHN DOUGLAS author 

01932 2424§4. or email H.M.S. GANG! 







dozen!) & H.M.S 


Established 
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(Car DJ T Sharman. HMS Drake. Aug 25 





Capt Norman L. A. Jewell. Hon Vice 
President of the HMS Bruce Associaton. 
Member of Submariners Associaton, 
irrringharn Branch Holder of the Chevatier 
Je Legon dHonneur, Cros de Guerre and 
Palm and Legon of Mert Otficer Class. 
Service included HMS Revenge, HMS 
Devonatie, HMS Osis, HMS Truarit, HMS. 
Ooiptn, L27, HMS Seraph, HMS Bruce, 
MS Theemepyiae, MMS: President, WMS: 
Scorpion, WMS Adamant. NATO, AN Sta 
Collage. ‘Retired 1963. When Captain of 
Seraph in 1943. he Nad the task of tauncteng 





safety aspects. August 21. aged 78. 

CPO Tom Moore. Played a key role as 
Conwain of the River Clase submarine 

\n a duel with three German U-boats in 1041 
at Tarratal Bay in the Cape Verde islands. 
Ne tirst proper ships wore the battieshps. 
Emperor of India and Ramiies. in 1929 he 
qualiied as a torpedoman (responsible for a 
ship's electrics), then hulled a long-held 
ambition to joan submannes. and served on 
the Chana Staton At the outbreak of WWIl 
he helped 10 prepare the submanne base at 
Fort Manoel, Malta. In 1940, he was serving 
in Clyde when i intercepted the Gnewonau, 
& Gorman baitiestip, as she sailed trom 
Trondhean 10 aftack toopsivps returning 
fron Norway. A gaping hoke was made in 
the ship, putting her out of action for six 
months. in 1942, he receved a Bar to his 
OSM. August 16, aged 94 


SBCPO G. Seewed HAN 
Fess! Morey Kong (Pow O41. 1945), AN 


Honpatal Phymout and WMS Blake August 
19, aged 86, 

CPO Robert (Bob) Tabner. Served 1048. 
1074. Ships inciuded Anson, Liverpook 
Watchtul, Newcastle, Solebay, Duchess, 


— 


{© shore 1972. August 6, aged 76. 
fan toes Feonsy 


i 
i 
bi 
i 





i 


AB Marry Tonks (Butch) QRI. Served 
HMS Excelent, Batiease. Loch Quoich, 
Member of the Loch Class Frigates 
Association Auguat 16, aged 75. 

Sam Renshaw. Ar Mech (O) B12 NAS. 
VMS Theseus 1946-48. Member of the 14th 
Carmien Ae Gr 
Associatons. July 31. 


ina, Kent (Chana Staton) 
August 28. aged 
Harold (Harry) Johnson. LSBA Served 


Jim Cole. Lincoln branch Ex Leading 
Steward. Served 1947-1959. Ships and 
estabestments. inchuded HMY Brianne 
Hornet Alrkander, Vietory Barracks. 


Raleigh. Ceres, Fiesource | (Argonaut), 
Excelent, Osprey and RAF Syreston 
(Morin). Aged 75. 


Jett Towle One of the founder memoers 
Geartnam branch Member of HAMS Execon 
Association. Leading Seaman Served 
1946-1980 aboard Brecon Aged 78. 
Peter Twort. Soham & Detnct branch 
Served at RN Hospitals Hastar and Crattarn 
between 1949 and 1962. August 23, aged 
73 

Colin Potiey. Thurrock branch AB. Served 


——E . = - ——— ———. 
\_ Submissions for next month's Noticeboard must be received before Oct 15 ) 
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Renewed subscription 
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ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 


T & (Tom) Moore. CPO Coun Cxeter & 
London Branches Service 1931-1849 
Served i 122 Obst, Ours}, Perseus 
Goeront. H34, Ciyde. Ait Aged 04 

ME (Morris) Sparrow. LEM Baargstoke 
Branch. Service 1959-1900, Served 
Ath Tabard Talent. Toner Seneschal, X: 
Crafts Sprat Sivemp. Aged 73. 












QCVS — L1 Gary Crikcte (Northern ireland) 
CPO Net Terry (iraq); WO2 Austin Stool 
OGM FIM (Misc) 





Care G J Thwaltes to HMS Sutan trom 
December 12 as CICCOCEME 

Col FH R Howes to JSCSC as DIR B DIV 
Core K J Boriey to be promoted Rear 
‘Adrreral and to be Flag Officer Training and 
Recruting’ Cael Execviwe Naval Recrusirg 
and Taweng Agency 
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England expects 
every man (and 


woman) to do 
their duty... 


ORGANISERS of next y 
Trafalgar commemorations: w 
the public to celebrate to 
heroes and spark events across the 
land. 

They want Trafalgar 200 to be 
more than simply large-scale 
majesty in the capital and RN 
heartlands. 

With that in mind, they are urg: 
ing communities to begin planning 
now. 

“I hope that everyone will sup- 
port Trafalgar 200, organise events 
and think about how their commu- 
nities can celebrate in their town 
or village. I like to think that peo- 

lc are interested in the sea and in 

iclson,” said Colin White, 
Britain's foremost Nelson expert 
and one of the chief architects of 
2005's events. 

“It can come down to very sim- 
ple things ~ does your town have a 
connection with Trafalgar. Is there 
a hero buried in your graveyard?” 

Victory at Trafalgar was cele- 
brated in 1805, but those celebra- 
tions were muted ~ the nation was 
in mourning over Nelson's death; 
a century later the Navy made a 
fuss of HMS Victory especially, 
then still floating in Portsmouth 
Harbour. Strangely, despite the 
pomp of the age, there was no 
Spithead Review in 1905, 

Numerous events are lined up 
for next year, including a Fleet 
Review in the Solent on June 28, 
followed by a Festival of the Sea in 
Portsmouth, while three days of 















































events are planned in October 
nationwide for the “Trafalgar 
weekend 

Details on events, and how your 





community can become involved, 
are available from John Graves on 
0208 312 6623 or on the internet at 
www.seabritain2005.com 








NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the 
October headlines of past decades... 


@ Hong Kong bound: HMS Peacock (leading) and HMS Plover were due to carry out patrol! 
duties against smugglers and illegal immigrants, as well as search and rescue operations. 


40 years ago 


STARTING the season well was 
the Royal Navy Haslemere 
Football Club, which had beaten 

team which had not lost a 
match in 63 games. 

During the previous year, the 
naval side had been beaten in the 

al of a local league by 

and Farnham 

Wednesday XI, but had_ its 
revenge this time by beating them 
by five goals to two. 

It was the first time the Surr 
team had been defeated since the 
1960/61 season. 


30 years ago 


HMS BLAKE became the first 
ship in the world to deploy the 
most effective anti-submarine 
weapon system then in existence 
Sea King helicopter armed with 
sonar and a Mk 46 Mod 2 torpedo. 

The ship's company saw the 
torpedoes taken aboard in a new 
shipping container, nicknamed 
“the coffin” 

A practice delivery torpedo, the 
Mk 46 (an inactive replica with 
lead drop weights) was due to be 
deployed the following year 
throughout the Fleet 





20 years ago 


OFFSHORE patrol _ vessels 
HMS Peacock and HMS Plover 
Jeft Portsmouth on the first leg 
of a lengthy journey to Hong 
Kong. 

First two replacement vessels 
for the ageing ships of the Hong 
Kong Squadron, they were due 
to reach the Crown Colony in 
late November 

Built by Hall Russell of 
Aberdeen and weighing 700 
tonnes, the pair would be joined 
by the other ships of the class, 
Swallow, Swift and Starling 
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An exciting new development of 2 bedroom apartments plus 2, 3 & 4 
bedroom houses. 


Marketing Suite open Thursday to Monday 10.00am — 5.00pm 
Phone 01730 262491 


Marketing Suite and Showhome open daily 10.00am — 5.00pm 


Phone 01258 480359 





Marketing Suite and Showhome open 7 days a week 10.00am — 5.00pm 
Phone 01202 578432 


Marketing Suite open 7 days a week 10.00am — 5.00prr 


24 Selling from Carson & Company, 45 High Street, Alton 
9.00am to 6.30pm Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm Phone 023 9282 3041 





Open weekday: 


Thursday to Monday phone 01420 543758 
Tuesday and Wednesday phone our agent 01420 590006 Marketing Suite and Showhome open daily 10.00am — 5.00pm 
Phone 01264 729073 


We have a wide range of spacious house designs across all our phas 








at Cherque Farm that give you the space modern living now deman 


Marketing Suite and Showhome open 7 days a week 10.00am - 5.00pm 


For details of this and all other developments 


Phone 023 9255 3274 or 023 9255 1403 please call08459 10 10 11, 7 days a week 
www.persimmonhomes.com 


ng PERSIMMON 
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© Blimey, this brow is steep... Princess Anne 
climbs aboard HMS Newcastle at Southampton 
Boat Show (left) to meet members of the UK's 
| medal-winning Olympic sailing team (above) on 
2 blustery south-coast day 





AcPmce) Matt 





Showcase finale for 


Geordie 


was the largest ship on show in 
Southampton, an cvent otherwise 
dominated by the yachting and 
small boat fraternities 

Newcastle is a fine ship,” said 
incer officer Lt Cdr 


IT’S good to see that the 
organisers of Southampton 
Boat Show got their priori 
ties right 

On a huge advertising hoard. 























ing slung down the side of a lan Mills. “We are proud to be the 
hotel, the banner proclaimed = s rs rade been tory hbs 
Tour HMS Newcastle, Play orPpokverved 
Lego.” In that order, thank iiss ales 45 be nolee oat Ga 
fully high. At the enc a ship 
tt an dh . ton le event 
penultimate spell in the We ~ 
a B 1,000 
« TV k Burd t 
medal-winning Olympic 
T ng squad 
dest in the surfac t They may may not ~ have 


Gunboat 


spotted the black cat stuffed in an 
air conditioning vent 
ning joke with the ship’s aircrew 
I've sailed on everything from 
small dinghics to tall ships, and fol- crs, as welll as handing the ship's 
lowed the progress of the Olympic much-travelled mascot, Salty the 
am on TY, but I never thought I'd Bear, to Marine Park School in 


Among the sad duties to per 
form were a final march through 
Newcastle and returning the free 
dom of the city scroll to civic lead 


a long-run 













¢ fo meet them and Whitley Bay. Young have fol 

a medal,” said LSA J the cuddly toy’s exploits since 
Gcordic Gunboat for 

tage. Newcastle har our in 2000. 

ard in th f The last day Newcastle is official 

















h 1a world tc ly needed by CINC Fh 
ployments and mast thy Sir Jonathon Band is January 31 
cven-month anti-terror st though the wind down begin 
Mediterrancan have all be Jestrove nlcted 
t of the ‘old git!” sic avigational trainir CO Cd 
entury my Blunden has departed in 

A went November 
wer hip’s c ny Also bowing out on a high in 





inal visit October is HMS Glia another 
of the Type 42 fleet carmarked for 
decommissioning under this year’s 








to Newcastle's namesake city 








Employment Problems / Redress 
by Complaint? 


Need Help or Legal Advice? 
Contact:- 





0845 601 1260 


www.forcesiaw.com 


For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 











e Forces Legal Network 


Don’t Waste Money 


on separate Motor Breakdown Cover 


(as Save Money 


*All new Motor Insurance customers will now 











| have Motor Breakdown assistance included 
PLUS a guaranteed courtesy car 
" following an accident. 
4 
| etircce| 
| 
| S S S 
| &> &> 
Tel: O800 074 9402 ; 
‘Bar tf 10pm Monciny - Friday Garn tf Spey Saturday & Sunctey { 
| brates Are at 12S De + Ce Ce Se Se 

















F Osvarscoun ) defence shake-up 
DES Sa eee ee The ship is spending a week on 
= Call Family Department the Clyde saying farewell to aff 
of McKay & Partners on | tions which in many cases go be 
O845 123 5571 to the 1970s. See next month's edi 
| 12 10" Fc ports on both city visits 





DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR 
DIVORCE PENSION ADWICE? 


Naval Pi 


COFFIN 
MEW & 


Specialist legal advice t 
CONVEYANCING 
WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST 
MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY 
CHILD CARE 
PERSONAL IN, 
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
UPATIONAI 
ANCIAL SERVICES 
RIME 
01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 
or 023 9238 8021 


FREE IN 


We can REDUCE your monthly outlay by REMORTGAGING 
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The sky was filled 
with Vengeance 























NORMALLY you 
find the men of 
HMS Vengeance 
3 few hundred 
feet below, not a 
few thousand feet 


above, Scottish 
shores. 
But 24 crew from 


the ballistic missile 
ubmarine used sum: 
mer leave to leap into 
the skies above St 
Andrews 

Two members of 
the Faslane-based 
boat's starboard crew 
already had basic sky 
diving qualificatis 
For the remaining 
submariners, the basic Ram Air 
Parachute System (RAPS) course 
followed by two 
were the order of 

The nine-hour RAPS 


@ Don't chute the messenger: (Top) A sub- 
mariner floats gently to earth strapped to 
an instructor in a tandem jump and (above) 
crew wait for the world's biggest beer tap 
to be turned on... or maybe it's ground 
manoeuvres for budding parachutists 











chute, and it was then down to 
the fledgling parachutists to guide 
afely to earth, aided 
dio. 


Se heen themselves % 
by ground crew on 


Bad weather 





strong winds 
nurse 












teaches parachutists how a chute another ~ hindered the expedition 
sointe' Sree bn Ene an aie (Submariners Can't Fly 11), but 
eat ail 4 how to land safely t enough to stop the Vengeance 
NE rata RRS ws taking the plunge. indr 
opel 1nd strapped to expericnced 
reticle! “re ierdapertae bese at speeds of around 
Wil is te ns to return to St 
coop SSM 





I would strongly recommend 
form of exped as an excellent 
team building exereise and a satis 


rt of Forces life 





fying p 





lanyard was pulled, releasing the 


Merchant sailors honoured 


THE sacrifices made by the Merchant Navy in the Battie of the 
Atlantic and in supporting the Normandy landings were honoured 
with a service at the Red Ensign Navy's memorial in the capital. 

The ranking officer of the RFA, Cdre Bob Thornton, was 
president of the parade and the Royal Marines Band provided the 
musical accompaniment, watched by First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West, at the annual memorial and reunion at Tower Hill. 

One in four merchant sailors was lost during World War Ii, 
going down with 2,600 ships, victims of the ruthless guerre de 
Course waged by the Germans. 

The merchant marine's memorial at Tower Hill lists the names 
of 32,000 of the victims. It still rankles with veterans that their 
sacrifices are not as recognised by the nation as those made by 
Service personnel. 








FORCES/EX SERVICE 
PERSONNEL 


SKIN CANCER, EAR INFECTIONS 


INJURIES, DISEASES OR WOUNDS 
CAUSED BY MILITARY SERVICE. 


For FREE advice and a ‘NO WIN, NO FEE’ service 
Call the Claims Specialists TODAY 


wssoges 0500 22 20 22 


a, 


AUR Associates 1s the trading name of AJ Revil Associates Limited 
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Seafaring hero had rural roots 


EACEFUL village 

in rural Norfolk 

is to have lit- 

tle in common with the 
carnage and commotion 
of the Battle of Trafalgar. 


But the inhabitants of 


to the Caribbean, joined an expedi 
tion to the Arctic, patrolled the 
Persian Gulf and the Far East and 
escorted convoys im the North Sea, 
the Baltic and the Atlantic 

But when peace returned, the 
fledgling officer, under something of 
a cloud for vigorous caforcement of 
regulations in the Americas, found 





He was a regular visitor to the 
coaching inn at Burnham Market 
now known as the Hoste, picking up 
bis mail in the hope it would call him 
back to active service 

It was only the outbreak of the war 
with Revolutionary France in 1793 
that put him back to sea, in the 64 
gun Agamemnon, a ship be always 


an Fast Anglian — he is famously 
quoted as saying: “I am a Norfolk 
man and glory in being so” — and in 
a neat twist of fate, Nelson's daugh 
ter Horatia, after the death of her 
mother Emma Hamilton in France. 
married the curate of Burnham 
Westgate in the 1820s, thus returning 
to the Norfolk backwater which nur 


Bumham Thorpe have a very — himself back in rural Norfolk, in the — remembered with grea fondoess. 
Nelson always regarded himself as 


good 4 to 
national celebration 


share in the Bumham Thorpe parsonage, in 1787 





tured her father more than 60 years 








Because it was here, three mil 
from the flat, marshy Norfolk coast 


















that 0 Nelson first drew by 
in 1758, the son of the local 
The village's 13th Century church 
dominated Nelson's cat! 
Th which Hh 
pref be know 
Edmund N 
buried in All Saints ch 
wood from HMS V 
ft from the Board of Ad 
Indeed, on made in known 
be 1 in Bi 
Th ne ¢ mM 
therwise and the hero of Trafalga 
wow lies in the crypt of St Pau 
Cathedral in Lond 
Th al Navy fe 
in Nelson's carly life through 


maternal uncle, Capt Mau 





Suckling, who set young Horati 
his maritime career in 171 

So Burnham T 
place in the Traf 





pe: has 











rations, but the ripple 
throughout the county of Norfolk 

After his mother's death, in 176 
Nelson attended the Paston School ai 
jorth Walsham, having previously 
been a boarder at the Royal Grammar 





School in Ni 


His Naval career took him aw 


wich 








from the quiet lanes and ma 
hores of Norfolk, and the teenaged 
Nelson saw places few Englishmen 






could even dream about — he sailed 









his mail while 


is organising a Nelson Weekend 


‘schooldays, 
on October 21-23, including a street fair and 





@ (Above and left) The interior and churchyard of All Saints 
Church at Burnham Thorpe, which was renovated in time for the 
centenary of the Battle of Trafalgar in 1905 


© (Far left) The Hoste at Burnham Market, now an hotel and 
restaurant, but in Netson's day a coaching inn where he picked up 


waiting for a return to service at sea 


Norfolk boy is celebrated 


THE WIDE range of events being held across the 
UK and beyond to celebrate the heroism of 
Tratalgar is reflected in the local programme in 


At the centre of the programme is what is 
billed as the country's biggest Trafalgar Night 
dinner, at the Ocean Rooms in Gorieston, where 
a sell-out 650 diners will enjoy Nortolk roast beet 
as they toast one of the county's most famous 


North Waisham, where Neison spent some of 


concert, while a Trafalgar fashion show and din 
ner is to be staged on October 21 at the 
Assembly House in Norwich. 

Earlier in the year, on June 22, King's Lynn 
Town Hail hosts Pirates and Pinafores, a black-tie 
function including an abridged version of HMS 
Pinafore. 

And right in the heart of Nelson country - at 
the village of his birth, Burnham Thorpe - on 
September 29 is a talk and reception at the 
church and pub entitled Happy Birthday Lord 
Nelson. 

For details see www norfolk. gov. uk/netson 
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A: PolarTec Fleece 


When the bitter wind begins to bite this fabulous 
fleece will keep you snug. Made from breathable 
PolarTec 200 fleece with a detachable Royal Navy 
xip pull. It's drawstring bottom and water 
repelient properties will ensure you look and feel 
900d come shine or shower. Available in 
Midnight Bive. 


Sizes to fit: L:48" XL-50" 
£37.99 UK 









































8: Fleece Scarves 


Our modern fleecy fabric scarf can 





coldest of 

days. Available in three classic 

colours and embroidered with the 
Royal Navy Crown. 


“ares your neck on th 


Available in Navy, 
Caramel and Black 


£8.99 UK 


E: Long Sleeved Striped 
Rugby Shirt 
To complement our range of rugby 
shirts we have introduced this long 
sleeved shirt with Red, White and Navy 
stripes, it's easy wear style is ideal for 
relaxing at home or strolling around 
town. Uniquely embroidered with the 
Royal Navy logo makes our shirt a 
must for this season. 


Sizes to fit: S:32/34" M:36/38" L:40/42" 
XL:44/46" XXL48" 


£35.99 UK 
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C: Beanie Hat 


tt is a well known fact 


days, keep your tempe 
t 
Thinsulate™ lined bear 
Stylishly embroidered 








100% acrylic. 
£7.99 UK 


D: Robe 


Our luxury unisex toweling robe 
is pertect for lazy weekend 
lounging. Shut out the world and 
relax over a long breakfast with 
the papers wrapped in 100% 
cotton. The robe has deep 
pockets and is embroidered with 
the Royal Navy Crown on the left 
breast. Available in Navy of 
White. 


Sizes to fit: 

smail/medium: 115cm long. 
large’x-large: 125cm long. 
£36.99 UK 


percentage of body heat is lost 
through the head. So on cold 


y under one of our 


vy logo. Made from 





ne www.t 
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AN astute knowledge of Queen's Regulations has helped two 
Naval couples share time together on and off duty in the sun of 


Cdr Andy Johnson, commander of RN Gibrattar, has used QRs 
a a ore f 








@ De ta Penne friends: Capt Barrie Kent, 


Pietro Ricca 


Lt Cdr Tom Hunt and Adrian 


(Commanding Officer), 
Holloway on the flight deck of ITS Luigi Durand de la Penne 


Only the V 


SURVIVORS of one of the 
most daring blows against 
the RN during Worl 
Il reunited on the ship in- 
spired by their attacker. 
Dreadnought HMS Valiant 
was knocked out of action for 
six months by Italian human 
torpedoes which penetrated 
the defences of Alexandria 
Harbour in December 1941 
More than six decades on, Capt 
Barrie Kent, Lt Cdr Tom Hunt and 





ARE YOU OUR 
MISSING READER? 
Over 250,000 people read Navy News 


each month 
but we know when 


there is one missing! 





Nw 
SEWEAGENT 





to your local newsagent and 
reap the rewards of reading our 
award winning newspaper. 


; Go on 


go NOW! 


He’s just ‘round 


the corner 





say ‘Pete’ sent you! 


gs , 


Adrian Holloway ~ in 1941 a mid 
shipman, licutcnant and midship- 
man respectively ~ gathered on the 
deck of Luigi Durand de la Penne, 
named after the officer who led the 
raid on Alexandria. 

The destroyer had just been put 
through her paces on a Thursday 
War by FOST staff at Devonport 
before hosting the Valiant veter 


ans 

With the ‘war’ over, sailors had 
a chance to show the Valiant men 
around the destroyer with a former 
Italian special forces member and 
friend of de la Penne, Profesor 
Berlingent 

Mr Holloway met de la Penne on 
the night of the attack; the Italian 
submariner had had the chance to 
escape, but had assisted a strug. 
gling comrade — and been taken 
Prisoner as a result 

“I did not feel any animosity 
towards him ~ just cunosity and a 
hope that he had nothing else up 
his sleeve,” he recalled. 

“He was clad like our submarin. 
ers in dark blue naval uniform and 
roll neck pullover.” 

A man of honour, de la Penne 
refused to tell his captors in Valiant 
where he had placed the explosive 
charges on her hull ~ but with min- 
utes to go before the timed detona- 
tion, he urged the battleship's CO 
to save as many of the ship's com- 
pany as possible 

‘As men clambered towards the 
upper decks, the charge went off, 
ripping a 1,800 square ft hole near 
A turret 

The reunion was arranged 
through Li James Edmondson, re 
cently on loan to the Italian Navy, 





liant 


who wrote for Navy News about 
de la Penne’s exploits — an article 
which inspired survivors of the at 
tack to come forward. 

A tip to Taranto, the Italian 
Ficet’s chief port, was probably go- 
ing to be a bit tricky, but fortunate 
ly ITS De La Penne was scheduled 
for some Operational Sea Training 
out of Devonport this summer 

1 don't think these gentlemen 
ever expected to be standing 
on a modern Italia 
Devonport named after a 
tried to blow them all to kingdom 
come 60 years previously,” said Lt 
Edmondson. 

“I felt immensely proud to be in 
the company of these men, recount 
ing their memorics of the attack by 
the courageous and honourable 
Luigi Durand de la Penne, without 
a hint of animosity 

The raid on Alexandria ~ bat 
tleship HMS Queen Elizabeth was 
even more severely damaged than 
Valiant — wiped out the RN's capi 
tal ships in the castern Mediterra 
nean at a stroke; HMS Barham had 
been lost the previous month to a 
U-boat attack. 

“We're having shock after shock 
out here,” C-in-C Mediterranean 
Admiral” Andrew Cunningham 
warned First Sea Lord Sir Dudley 
Pound. 

“The damage to the battleships 
at this time is a disaster,” 

De la Penne’s expertise was put 
to good use by the Allies; when Ita 
ly surrendered in September 1943, 
the midget submarines were subse 
quently called upon to attack the 
Italian port of La Spezia, by then in 
German hands. 
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BEARING the name of Scotland's 
first city, you would expect Hearts 
‘oF Hibs to be the most popular 
football teams aboard HMS 
Edinburgh. 

But it's a seven-strong band of 
Hull City fans whose voices are 
seemingly the loudest aboard the 
Type 42 destroyer 

After a few years in the dol- 
drums, the Tigers are on the rise 
again, having last season secured 
motion to Coca Cola Din on 
1 (or Division 2 to the older crew 
members... or the old Division 3 as 
ry 












to the even more experienced 
) 

iddic’ returned to Portsmouth 
from NATO duties carly last 
month, which meant the Tigers 
only missed about one month of 
the domestic season 

And there's a good chance the 
Hull fans will see most games this 
season; Edinburgh is undergoing 
an overhaul from next 
next summer, keeping 

“Serving in the RN mean 
of time spent a 
said Lt Cdr Tim Gre 
burgh’s principal war 
whose pet cat Kempt 
sored” Hull's first team goalkeeper 
for the past five years. 

“If 1 can't make a match at least 
I know that I will be represented 
by our houschold moggy whose 
name appears in the cvery home 
programme 

Before sailing for home, Ed 
inburgh paid an cight-day visit to 
Barcelona, where the Hull fanatics 
dropped in on the home of FC 
Barcelona; its Camp Nou stadium, 
they said, was not a patch on Hull's 
less famous KC Stadium 
THE deeds of the submarine serv 
ice have been buried in Gosport 
harbour in a time capsule to signify 
the arm's links with the Hampshire 
town, 

RN Submarine Museum Direc 
tor Jeff Tall joined pupils from 
Newtown Primary Schoo! in seal- 
ing a replica of HMS Alliance and 
models of a VC and Distinguished 
Service Cross won by ‘deeps’ in 
the capsule. The box will remain 

ened for 100 years 

The museum has been blessed 
with a visit by one of the dwindling 
band of survivors of HMS Trucu: 
lent, which sank in the Thames Es- 
tuary in 1950 after being rammed 
by a tanker. Only ten men survived 
the sinking 

‘Charles Buckingham, now 86, 
spent nearly a decade with the 
Silent Service from 1942, serving 
in HMS Sceptre during the X-craft 
raids on the Tirpitz, HMS Alli 
ance, today a museum-piece in 
Gosport, and after the Truculent 
disaster, HMS Trenchant. 


























Tsar pupil Ryan makes history 


LITTLE more than a decade ago, what S/Lt Ryan 
Coatalen- Hodgson has just achieved would have 
been tantamount to ‘siccping with the cnemy 
But in the post-Cold War world, the junior of 
ficer has made history as the first Royal Naval 
officer to pass through the St Petersburg Naval 





Institute. 
The institute 


mains a formidable flect. 


Although delegates from the two Navies have 
visited the respective training establishments, 
there have been no formal ‘swaps’ until S/Lt 
Coatalcn-Hodgson signed on for a six-month 


course. 


Going through Dartmouth is daunting enough 
for most RN officers; going through St Peters- 

ing, not Surpris- 
ussian. 

Despite two years of learning Russian at uni- 
versity, the sub-heutcnant needed to get to gri 
with “oilitary Rusia’ before plunging ints the 
world of anti-submarine warfare training 

After six months of education — six hours a 
there were written and 
orai cxams to pass, the latter judged by senior 
Russian officers, including former ballistic mis- 


burg is made even more challe 
ingly, by instruction entirely in 


day, five days a week 


sile submarine commanders. 


“My time at the institute provided an out 
standing insight into how another Navy gocs 
about training its young officers,” said R) 

it was masic more interesting by the fact that 


is Russia's Dartmouth, the 
breeding ground for young officers in what re 





such an exchange would have been impossible even ten years 


‘Among those seeing how the sub-licutenant fared was Cre 
Richard Ibbotson, Britannia Royal Naval College's CO, and 
the Senior Service is encouraging more exchanges between 
the two officer establishments. 
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Don't give up 
the day job. - 





PEOPLE i 

r q 

S 

Forward’s PO Di 
Reserve's Birmingt 

ntre F m 

AB(CSR) Tim Dickens, by day 

is an operal manager with 
Leicester € PO Quinn, Fe 





ward's permanent staff inspector 
{a morning on cam 

the junior rating whose ti 
the RN date back to previously 
offering PT! qualifications at HMS 












From college, the staff instruc 
tor moved on to Sabras Radio, 
which serves the sizeable local 
Asian population ~ and is also the 
employer of AB(CSR) Richard 
Searle, whe cin 
has helped in spreading the 
to the Asian com 











forces message 
munity 
Most of my colleagues 
see what the RNR does,” said 
Richard. “It's good when your PO 
turns up in uniform to your day 
»b, It shows that what we do 
taken seriously 
PO Quinn says the tour of the 
front line’ has proved useful 
x! to see the guys in 
nt and not 
the Navy 


















what workin 


Neil's work in 
Iraq rewarded 








THE efforts of senior rate Neil 
Terry in helpiny build Iraq 
have been recognised by Bucking 
ham Palace 

The 41-year-old chief pett 


officer from HMS Raleigh at Tor 
point was sent out to the Middle 
East as chief seamanship instruc 
tor with the RN team training the 
Iraqi River Patrol 

Neil spent six months teaching 
the Iragis the art of boat handling 
how to board and search suspi 
cious vessels and how to protect 
vital instal 
power plants. 

The patrol was badly needed 
because of attacks on power sta 
tions, water plants, pipelines and 
oil installations,” he explained. 

The thieves were very profi 
cient at hack-sawing off parts from 
anywhere ~ including a boat crane 
from Saddam's yacht 

His work in Irag = accor 














ons such as water and 




















to his citation, CPO Terry tox 
responsibility far beyond his rank 
has earned him the Qu 
Commendation for Valuab 
Serv 
Ne air 





D 
§ Operational honours, p28 


They think it’s all 
Dover... It is now 





officer (sixth from the right 
in the dark green top) led 
his team on a 10-mile hike 
through the scenic Western 
Highlands to Arrochar on 

a team-building exercise. 
Despite an attack by the 
dreaded local midges, the 
sailors/civilian staff reached 
their objective: the Village Inn 
in Arrochar, where the drinks 
were on Admiral Harris 








© The Right Stuff: Expedition leader Dom Mee (centre) 
and Ross’ descendant Mark Hankey (2nd right) with the 
remnants of the explorers’ ship Victory 





giving terrain before being rescued 
once they reached the open sea. 

Mark, great great gre 

of Sir John, says paying his first 

it to the land of ice and snow has 

made him appreciate his forebears’ 


NORMALLY only Steptoe 
or son would be interested 
in old lumps of iron 

But for Arctic explorers Dom 
Mce and Lt Cdr Mark Hankey 
large chunks of metal in the frozen achievements even more 
wastes of northern Canada signi We 
fied only one thing: the Navy had 
been here before. One hundred 
and 70 years before 

Dom, a Royal Marines Reservist 








had the right equipment 
the right clothing, communications 
gear. Ross was unable to communi 
cate with anyone for four years. He 
had to endure temperatures down 
and adventurer, and Mark, by day 1 -72°. It ‘only’ got as low as -9 
the Royal Navy's web “guru for us, and that was certainly nip- 
green berets Cpls Barry Campbell py,” he added. 
and Craig Haslam, C/Sgt Mark The party 
Mne Cronin and civilian — Victory’s engines. 
historian Susic Cox, headed 
the Canadian Arctic to retrace the 
snowboots of explorers Sir Jobr 
and James Clark 





found remnants of 


Cowell, The Inuit popu 





lation used most of the coppe 
the ship, but was unable to ut 
the iron. 








stumbled upon many of 








The Rosses sought to find the 

North-west Passage, the fabled 
Pacific avoiding Cape They served as reminders of the 
ad, their ship, Victory, perilous endeavours faced by brav 








trap rot pack ice and subse- men,” said Dom, the expedition 
ntly crushed. lead 
Abandoning the veel. the party “Dg pie fears of polar 





Bugler Blythe ‘sounds the 
death knell of piped music 


JUNIOR off 








ding OF 
Car Michal B ardall was 








@ A fitting musical tribute: Lt James 
Blythe sounds the Last Post at a 
ceremony in the Falklands 


Welsh W 














possibly a result of the worst sum 
mer in the region in 60 years. 

It’s hard to describe the desola 
tion. We flew for four hours to g 
out there and passed nothing 
only saw a couple of 
hunters. Apart from that there was 
just a party of seven people and 
three tents on the ice. 

The expedition has given Mark 
a taste for more ice, but this time 
in the Southern Hemisphere. Be 
yond finding the magnetic North 
Pole, Sir James Clark Ross made 
¢ in Antarctica, giving his 











his n 





name to a sca and the legendary 
ice shelf 
To go down south now would be 
esome,” said Mark. “The most 








ortant 
ceive recognit 
on a par with Sh 
even man going to the moon 

Mor the Arctic expe 
dition at www.dom: 


hing is that the Rosses 
n. Their story is 
klcton, or maybe 
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Relatives say ‘allo ‘allo to Dusty... 
or should that be Poussiéreux? 












BOLTON lad Se 
Yannick "Du 
expected mut of 
nt visit to Brest for th 
rational Festival of the Sea 
a tru it inte COF 
Dusty, « roux’ 
Gallicly minded, was spir 
J away from HMS Ni 
sce his French aunt Annick and 
acle Jean-Yves in Brittany 
Dusty last paid « call to his 
relatives in Carhaix some 16 


years but his photograph 
in his British Naval uniform had 
pride of place on his grandmoth 
cr’s mantelpicce up to her death 
last ye 

The busy period at the French 
festival for Norfolk culminated 
when a platoon of 50 sailors took 
part in the Bastille Day parade in 
the centre of Brest 

In the aftermath of the an 
nouncement that Norfolk will 











© Just don’t mention Trafalgar. 
Yannick ‘Dusty’ Miller catches 
be leaving the surface fleet, she up with relatives from across ‘La 
remains busy until the end of Manche’, aunt Annick and uncle 
the year involved in operational Jean-Yves during HMS Norfolk's 
training. recent visit to Brest 
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Not a naff year 
for NAAFI 


OODLES of noodles, 4 moun 
of beans and a lake's-worth of cx 
has scen the biggest handout to the 
RN and Royal Marines in a decade 
from NAAFI 

The shop, entertainment and 
services provider to the Armed 
Forces has enjoyed its best spell 
in 10 years, allowing it to pass on a 
healthy dividend to improve the lot 
of serving personnel. 
Half the £7.Sm profit the organi 
jon has made in 2003-04 is being 
ploughed back into the forces for 
community/facility projects, such 
48 a minibus for families at HMS 














_ oe ded 
The RN's share, based on the 
ze of the Senior Service and the 





mount its personnel spent with 
NAAFI, is £670,000, up more than 
100,000 on last year's handout. 
Beyond the establishments and 
wly-set up shops in Iraq, NAAFI 
uns more than 30 shops aboard 
RN ships, chiefly capital vessels, 
destroyers and frigates. 
Chris Reilly, NAAPI chief execu- 
ve, said in the past year sailors and 
varines at sea had spent more than 
om in the organisation's shops 
He ascribes the rise in profits 








and hence dividend 
the way NAAFI is r 
ing the choice it offers. 

Revamping ‘stores’ in HMS Ex 
cter, Cumberland, Campbeltown 
and. York also helped to improve 
profits, and more ships will sce 
ir shops overhauled when they 
go in for lengthy maintenance 

‘Our improved service 10 the 
Forces is really paying off, ‘This 

ar's results are outstanding,” Mr 
Reilly added 

We've worked hard to over 

ome difficulties, but our presence 

essential in supplying the Navy 
with familiar products while they 
ure serving away from home 

For statistics lovers, service per 
sonnel in Iraq munched their way 
through 10 miles of Pringles crisps, 
50,000 ice creams and 135,000 litres 
while those in Cyprus saw 


to improving 
n and wide 














off more than 30,000 Pot Noodles. 


A_3.lm_ revamp of the 
spiritual home of the Silent 
Service is a step nearer com 
pletion after the centrepiece 
of the transformation was 
moved into place. 

X24 is the sole survivor of 
the X-craft which raided Ger 
man and Japanese shipping in 
‘safe havens: in World War I 

Now the boat, for so long ex 
posed to the clements at RN Sub 
marine Muscum in Gosport, can 
begin to take shelter after being 
lifted into her new home. 

The veteran submarine forms 
the heart of the Fieldhouse Build 
ing, a futuristic-looking exhibition 
hall being built opposite HMS Al 











X Factor adds 
to museum 


liance at the Gosport memorial to 
the men of the deep. 

Beyond protection from the cl 
ements, the multi-million pound 
centre ~ partly funded by Lottery 
money ~ will allow the 27-ton craft 
to be displayed properly, and her 
role and that of her sisters fully ex- 
plained. 

X24 was twice committed on op- 
crations in the Norweg monte he 
April 1944 she was sent to destroy 
floating docks in Bergen. 

The first raid failed to destroy 
the docks, but X24 succeeded in 
despatching a merchantman. 

Sent back to destroy the docks 
in September 1944, X24 was suc 
cessful 

“This secures her future a 
means we can do justice to the X. 
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Vince heads 
up autumn 
exercises 


FLEET flagship HMS Invin- 
cible leads the Royal Navy 
contingent in a major NATO 
war game centred around 
the Mediterranean island of 
Sardinia. 

The Portsmouth-based air- 
craft carrier was shepherded 
to the Mediterranean by Type 
42 destroyers HMS South- 
ampton and Manchester, with 
support provided by RFA Fort 
George. 


The live-fire training exercis- 
es are the first major test for 
the NATO Response Force and 
involve forces from Canada, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Spain, Turkey and the USA, 
plus maritime and amphibious 
units of STRIKFORNATO. In all, 
10,500 personnel, more than 50 








@ An __ outstanding 
Spinnaker Tower: (Top lett) X24's bow is lift- 
ed towards its new home and (top) lowered 


ships and 50 aircraft from 11 
nations are involved. 

The war games are Vince's 
third major exercise of 2004 
she began the year as an a 


example of 
and Portsmouth's 





next to the stern. (Above) The midget sub- 
marine, complete with Silent Service battie 


flag, in her prime 


craft and the men who performed 
such brave and amazing exploits,” 
said muscum director Cdr Jeff 
Tall. 

Lasers were used to ensure the 
submarine, split into two parts, fit 
ted together perfectly on the floor 
of the new building. 

This is a real milestone, X24 
is the purpose for which this £3m 
extension is being built and will be 
the centrepiece,” Car Tall added. 


It was a poignant and historic 
moment seeing her get under way 
again, albeit on the back of a lorry 
especially when you think of all the 
amazing journcy she has had in the 
past.” 

The new exhibition hall, shaped 
like a submarine and named after 
the late Admiral of the Fleet and 
champion of the Silent Service Sir 
Jobn Fieldhouse, is duc to oper 
July next year 














phibious carrier in the Norwe- 
gian fjords, re-roled for spring 
exercises off the USA as a 
Strike carrier and now is serv- 
ing as a command platform as 
well as base for 801 NAS Sea 
Harriers and Sea Kings from 
849 and 771 NAS. 

Beyond the operational side 
of the deployment, numerous 
port visits are lined up for the 
carrier, including a stop-off in 
Barcelona. 

The task force is due back in 
the UK early next month. 


Bulwark tragedy remembered 


THE tragic loss of pre-dread- 
nought HMS Bulwark will be 
honoured by sailors of subse- 
quent ships to bear the name 





at a service to honour the 90th 
anniversary of the disaster next 
month. 

The battleship blew up at anchor 
in the River Medway at breakfast 
on November 26 1914 

Itis thought faulty cordite caused 
the series of explosions which tore 
through the ship, raining debris 
down up to four miles away 

Only 14 men survived the catas- 
trophe; five subsequently died of 
their injuries, beyond the 700-plus 
men, including CO Capt Guy Sclat 
er, killed instantly. 

Although officially a Chatham 
ship, most of Bulwark’s crew were 
drawn from the Portsmouth area. 

Among Bulwark's previous com 
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A: Wine Set 


Impress friends with your knowledge of 
vintage wines with our elegant selection of 
wine accessories. The wine set comprises of 
cork screw, bottle opener, wine stopper, 
thermometer and not forgetting the all 








the wreck site, aided by the gr 
grand-daughter of one of the men 


service at Woodlands Cemetery in 
Gillingham where there are mass 





important ‘wine age’ lst. manding officers was Polar explorer last who is coming from Brisbane and individual graves for Bulwark’s 
£29.99 UK Capt Robert Falcon Scott in Australia to attend the ceremony dead. 
Nine decades on, the HMS Bul- on Saturday November 27. More information from Mike 


Commemorations continue 
on the Sunday with a parade and 


thange’s as good 
as a Bucharest 


WITH A shrill shrick of a bosun’s whistle, a throaty shout in 
unison by her new company and a stirring martial tune from 
a contingent of the Royal Marines Band, former Royal Navy 
frigate HMS Coventry was formally commissioned by the Ri 
manian Navy with her new name, RNS Regele Ferdinand, at a 
ceremony in Portsmouth 

First of two Type 22 Batch 2 frigates to be bought by that 
country (the second, the former HMS London, now to be the 
Regina Maria, is duc to be delivered in the spring), the ship's 
handover follows a 12-month regeneration programme to op- 

onal condition 

Speaking to Romanian President fon Hiescu and Minister 
of Defence loan Mircea Pascu, at Victory Jetty, Lord Bach, 
MOD's Procurement Minister, said: “The UK’ and Roma- 
nia have developed a close and special relationship, and the 
handover of this vessel is # reflection of the increasing defence 
co-operation between our two countries.” 

The refurbished ship has been fitted with a 76mm rapid-fire 


wark, Albion and Centaur Asso- 
ciation will be laying a wreath over 


irman of the BAC 
23 9238 6866. 


Bridges, vice © 
Association on 






B: Walking Stick 

Indispensable for a recreational ramble! 
Hidden within its handle, this cane 
cunningly conceals a phial; pertect for 
carrying a tot of something to keep you 
warm! 

For those days when you have lost your 
way, the brass handle unscrews to reveal a 
compass to help you home. 


£29.99 UK 








C: Hip Flask 

Fancy a tipple or know someone who does? 
Then this is for you, 

Our traditional style hip flask is made from 
stainless steel with a capacity of 7oz, Uniquely 
‘engraved with the Royal Navy crown, featuring 
a flip-top stopper so the lid will never get lost! 


£16.99 UK 





























D: Whiskey Glasses (pair) 






Enjoy your favorite whiskey in our beautiful cut gun, as well as other equipment including voice and data satel- 
Glasses. Engraved with the Royal Navy crown, fite communications and clectro-optical tracking systems. 
idea! to enjoy with friends or to give as a present lan Booth, Director of Fleet Support Limited 








(ESL), the organisation which is regenerating the ships as part 

of a £116m deal, commented: “The vessel's sea trials have 

shown that these ships are extremely capable, and this spe 

experience will allow FSL to provide valuabl 
ase two of the regencration is subsequently carried out in 
jomania.” 

Before leaving for Romania next month, the 203-strong 
company of the Regele Ferdinand (named after King Ferdi- 
nand of Romania) is currently undergoing several weeks of 
preliminary sea training. 


£32.95 UK 
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@ An unfamiliar look to a familiar ship. The 
former HMS Coventry on trials in the So- 
Jent under the Romanian flag, with a new 
main gun fitted 
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@ The multi-storey car park at Clyde Naval Base, which has a capacity of 600 cars 
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itiative in train 


WITH major projects chang 
ing the faces of the three UK 
naval bases, one long-stand- 
ing problem has been brought 
into sharp relief — that of car- 
parking and car passes. 

Although plenty of effort is 
being put into solving some of 
the biggest headaches, there is a 
wamning that expectations cannot 
always be met — and that in the 
long term people must be pre 
pared to be more flexible when 
getting to work 

Car parking has been one of the 
most emotive and frequently-raised 
topics for the Rebalancing Lives 
(RBL) team, and Captain RBL, Capt 
Simon Ancona, believes the subject 
deserves close scrutiny 

His team spent the winter gathe 
ing information from a Fleet perspec 
tive (RBL is a CINCFLEET init 
tive, though the benefits go be: 

















nd 





the Fleet) and they have now finished 
their report. 
Capt Ancona acknowledged that 





the paper is not Navy-wide, predom 
inantly addressing issues raised by 
front-line personnel on ships and 
narines without fixed routines 
and work locations 

And although it only 
Portsmouth, Plymouth and Faslanc 
Capt Ancona said many of the find 
ings, complaints and proposed solu 
tions could be applied to air stations 
and barracks, and would affect any 
one employed in a naval base, mili 
tary or civilian, 

Key personne! and people serving 
in ships and submarines were invited 
to join discussions, and feedback let 
ters added to the sum total 

A draft paper was sent to cach 
base for further feedback as well as a 



































A message from 
Drafting 
Co-ordination 
Officer Lt Cir (Rtd) 
Mervyn Dunhill 


THE Drafting Co-ordination 
Office can be considered to sup: 
ply the oil that keeps the drafting 
Wheels turning (cliché or what!) 
Its numerous functions include 
1 Draft order processing (if you did 
appointment, draft or 
movement order, it's not our fault, it's 
the distribution within your unit!) 
B init 














n't receive you 











f clearance procedure for 











Local Foreign, Exchange and Le 
Service 

@ Processing applications for 
Criminal Bureau Records checks (of 





which more anon) 
@ Squeezing as many as possible on 
to Command Courses (an old chestnut 
this, but “no Command Course = no 
Promotion” is the order of the day, to 
which on April 1 next year will be 
added “no Command Course = no 
Local Acting Rate”) 
WW Hastening overdue Medeat reviews 
8 Coordi the monthly signal 
notifying requirements for non-Squad 
jobs for Squadded ra 
Also, before passing the baton, 
DCO is the interim editor of the 
Drafting Regulations (BR14), of 
which a new edition can be expected 





























before too long 


Criminal Records Bureau 
Checks 

In accordance with current legisla 
tion, anyone working with children 
or vulnerable adults, either as volun: 
teers or employees, must be subject 
to Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) 
checks. 

Events widely 











reported in the 
not so long ago dramatically 
hted what can happen if these 
checks are not carried out 
Within the Naval Service, 

Careers and Family Services pers 
nel, Regulating, Medical and PT 
Branch personnel and Chaplains have 
to underg 








Ht 








these checks 





Drafty |=} 


Drafting wheels keep on turning 





In addition, all Service personnel 
working with the cadet forces, regard 
less of their branch, have to be 
checked out 

Certificates of Suitability, the 
result of a clearance from the CRB 
checks, are valid for five years and 
are portable between posts with sim 
ilar duties of sim 
tary work 

There are two levels of clearance. 
Enhanced, mainly for medical 
branch personnel, and Standard for 
everyone else 
Command Courses 

Did you know that in accordance 
with DCL RN 137/04, from April 1 
next year, promotion to the local act 








jar types of volun. 








‘This will keep you going!" 


ing higher rate will not be authorised 
unless the appropriate Command 
Course has been successfully com- 





pleted? 

As at the beginning of August. 
there were 65 Petty Officers holding 
Local Acting Chiefs’ rates, 198 


Leading Hands holding Local Acting 
Petty Officers’ rates, and 507 Able 
Rates holding Local Acting Leading 
Hand rates who do not have the 
appropriate Command (or 
Leadership) Course qualification; by 
the time you read this there will only 
be six months t0 D-Day 

There now follows good news and 
bad news 

The bad news is that Command 
Courses between now and next April 


The Co-ordinating Cast 


Drafting Co-ordination Officer 


Lt Cdr (Rtd) Mervyn Dunhill, 93844 2565 


Assistant Drafting Co-ordinator 


CPOWTR Ray Lucas, 93844 2567 


Course Co-ordinator 
E1 Mrs Sue Tench, 93844 2566 
Draft Order Processor & LFS Clearances 
E2 Mrs Pam Miles, 93844 2532 





are currently fully booked. 

The good news is that as start dates 
approach (a course for both Se 
and Leading Rates starts on virtually 
every Monday of every term) num 
bers tumble as block bookings are not 
filled and as individual bookings are 
cancelled, and, despite over-booking 
courses rarely run to full capacity 

The solution is to render a C240 to 
be a short notice volunteer for a 
Command Course 

Ships” programmes may dictate 
he C240 has to be caveated with 
period of availability 
To be a short-notice volunteer you 
must be physically fit to RNFT sian 
dards, medically fit as certified by a 
medical officer, have your 4-Part 
Documentation signed up, your lec 
ture prepared and your kit up to 
scratch 

Details can be found in Annex B to 
RNTM 24203. 

A Post Serk 

Any former CND officers who 
have served in Centurion may like to 
look at the At Your Service page, p17 
under Reunions, for brief details of a 
final Mess Dinner. 
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RE-BALANCING LIVES 


summary of work under wa 







‘One of the main issues 
be a matter of perception 
an apparent lack of com 
to Fleet units, leading to 
there is little interest in this particul: 
ind that very I 
said Capt Ancona. 








is being done, 
‘We quickly found that this was 







wrong as cach Base has car parki 
firmly on its various developme: 
and management committces’ age’ 
das where the 





subject is frequently 
discussed and considered. 


great deal” recently, but that 
communication with Fleet 
units about what was being 
done should be improved. 


All the Naval Bases agree that 
although one size does not fit all, it is 
evident, however, that there is scope 
for greater sharing of best practice 
between bases,” said Capt Ancona 
“One particular key theme that has 
‘emerged from the Flect paper and the 
Base responses is a cultural one 
expectation among 
1 that they are 
access 0 
immediately adjacent to their current 
place of employment 
“Unfortunately, due primarily to 
security considerations and the fact 
that considerable portions of the 
Naval Bases are now owned by civil 
tan companies, this is no longer the 
















case and military personne! must get 
used to parking further away 
However, 


it is accepted by the 
at there is work still to 
mproving the frequency 
ing of the internal bus ser 
Vices to support this concept 

Current car parki 
been identified as: 
Portsmouth: Major works such as 
the Junior Rates Single Li 
Accommodation have had a i 
impact on car parking 

A recent study identified around 
1,100 extra spaces, of which 759 are 
‘quick win” but including 
the clearance of jetties, car par 
ea and other unallocated spaces 
work is already well under way 
Devonport: The Armada project 
(single living « modation 
rebuild) is likely to affect car park 
ing, and measures will be taken 
minimise the probl 

The geography of 











































Devonport 





Naval Base results in the waterfront 
and ship berths being some distance 
causing 


from available car parks. 
complaints within ships’ cc 
Faslane: The multi-storey 


is soon expected to be chany 
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| Catalogue. 

! Simply fill in your 
i details below. 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


----788 











ORDER YOUR 


Shop Online - www.navynews.co.uk - Shop Online 


‘leisure through our 


Portsmouth PO1 3HH 


livers-in’ only as part of the overall 
new build programme, reducing car 
spaces. The potential for new car 
parks "is being actively addressed. 

















Some initiatives are universally 
supported = the use of traffic war 
dens, called Traffic Management 
Officers, for example, is in place at 





Devonport, has been recently intro 
duced in Portsmouth and is support 
ed as a policy in Fastlane. 

¢ ry to popular belief, the 
enforcement of parking rules (includ 
ing dockyard equipment in the wr 
place) helps everyone. 

But a common enforcement 
towing away policy has been 
lenged by Devonport and Fast 
in the latter jon from the 
offenders is a last 


























base by repe 
resort because of the base's isolation. 
and a distant “sin bin" is used instead 

One key clement of car parkin; 
strategy in all establishments is the 











nt of internal bus services 
his 
the 








The Portsmouth service, wh 
under regular review, will call 
Nelson Personnel Centre in plan 
trials, while the current ten-minute 
frequency at Devonport is de 
satisfactory, sparking few comp 

In Scotland, planned improve 
ments include targets of a conti 
ducing to 
p the day 
ne already benefits from a 
Married Quarters estate bus routine 
and an assisted travel scheme which 
subsidises a home-to-duty bus ser 
vice for MOD civilians. 

A proposal to introduce 
deposit of fee for passes was rejected 
as too great administrative burden. 

The g-term strategy in 
Portsmouth aims to encourage eco: 
friendly alternatives to the use of 
cars, such as bus services from spe 
cific concentrations of workers and 
making the base more cycle-friendly 
This is in tine with Government pol 
icy no less, and at the very least 
improved access would reduce the 
chance of queues of cars going 
nowhere while belching out fumes 

At Devonport a professional traf 
fic engineering consultancy firm has 
ed to help drait 
{lic management plan, with 
Fleet units. 
is looking to emphasis the 
parks in the future, keeping 
cars away from busy working areas 

Plans to withdraw passes from per 
sonnel who live close to work drew 
mixed reactions Portsmouth, it 
was felt to be a matter for cach ship or 
lodger unit, while the idea is to be 
further considered at Devonport. 

Faslane planners believe there will 
be little practical benefit because of 

















shuttle at peak times, 1 
every seven minutes duri 


I 





























































the relative isolation of the ba 
The idea of providing a multi 
storey car park, even if funded 


would be for the long-term, but it is 
acknowledged at Devonport that 
such a facility would still be a long 
way from some places of work or jet 
ties in any case. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to the 
debate should do so through customer 
satisfaction surveys at each base 

As the RBL team put it 

‘Mumbling over a beer might make 
better, but it won't make the 
many better 


















COPY TODAY 


if 


& 





POSTCODE 
Post to: The Business Manager, Navy News, 








3% NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 2004 


‘Beam me up, 
Horatio’: sci-fi 
actors drop in 
on dockyard 


PORTSMOUTH dockyard was 
subjected to an alien invasion 
as TV bosses chose the Naval 
base to launch a new science 
fiction comedy show. 

The cast and crew of Star 
Hyke, which begins filming this 
month, chose the Action Sta- 
tions exhibition centre champi- 
oning the technology of today’s 
RN to highlight the series. 

The programme will focus 
on the deeds of Capt Blow- 
hard and the crew of starship 
Nemesis. 

Even before it airs, the show 
has built up a cult following 
among science-fiction fans 
and is the first UK star- 
travelling comedy since Red 
Dwarf. 

Sci-fi actors Claudia Chris- 
tian, best known for the show 
Babylon 5, Star Wars’ Jeremy 
Bulloch, and ‘Bond Girl’ Rachel 
Grant, plus Portsmouth actress 
Fiona Reynard, were put to 
work on Action Station's RN 
team challenge. 

The most technically- 
advanced kit the actors and 
actresses got to grips with 
were RN-based simulators 
(warp drives aren't yet stand- 
ard fit in HM warships). 

Action Stations staff also 
had the sci-fi team building 
and firing water rockets - a 
team-building challenge nor- 
mally reserved for youngsters. 


Extra training 
for reservist 
logistics 


© This is a ropey job: (Left) S/Lt 
James Baker climbs the Gorch 
Fock's rigging and (above) 
wheel of fortune: MID Alex May 
at the heim of the Deutsche 
Marine's sail training ship 


EIGHT future 


Theo, w a 
specialists were in Kiel as guests of the pe ee 
German Navy for the start man city as pare ies 
Resoui of a trip of a lifetime \ 
Ro ‘8 Dartmouth at the were sw ik 


RN officers 
















trategy, the Royal N 

















Arm pi run-e 
ring undergrad ar \ 
at the German join Brit 
crman cadet ron hance ail the Gorch 
W0-foot sail t ship jongside their German 
‘ tre instru Gorch Fock for a training voyage rts, with a rousing welcome 
It also supplements lead The ship set off in late August hundreds of local residen 
formal training and provides a bound for Portimao in Pe ese finale 
Jation period of training One of the initial hurd The Gorch Fock is the Gerr 
4 ynt-line operation: British mariner Navy's sail trai 
red ure available from names for the - 
Cdr Andrew Gould RNR need han 














LEADING THE WORLD IN AIR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 


Air Traffic Control Engineers 


Gatwick (with planned relocation to Southampton 2005/6) 
and one position at Windy Head nr. Aberdeen 


ref: 164 
Gatwick 


Specialist Logistics Engineers 
£32,354 - £43,139 


ref: 179 
Gatwick/Windy Head 


Maintenance Engineers 
£27,140 - £36,184 
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© The Highland Swing: Sutherland's ship's company parade 
through the streets of Dornoch 
Prctures: LA(Phot) Brad Bracbury 


There is no other 
land than skates 


thnaver. 
“l eee reererer recite 
it honour and to build on our exi 
strong links with the people o tf Sutherland,” ‘said CO Cdr Phil" 


“We are very proud of these close links with the region and 
our deep-seated affiliations within the towns and communities.’ 


held golf competitions at Cape Wrath and Royal 

Dornoch, while the HMS Hood Trophy was contested by the 
frigate's marksmen with the Gualin Gun Club. 

ship herself could not berth in Dornoch; instead, she 
could be found a few miles to the south at Invergordon, 
she was opened to the public. 

En route to Scotland, the warship stopped off in Newcastle to 

support Naval recruiting efforts, hosting students from engi- 
neering colleges, Sea Cadets, and local schoo! children. 


@ Hats off to Sutherland: S: 
during the Freedom of Suthe 


lors off caps 
and servi 








Who needs frigates when 
you've got the Fighting G? 





plot ydur fix with 096&Submanne 
Gloucester, herewnthe Solent 


hunter -destfoyer HMS 








DESTROYER HMS Gi 
the Surface Fl 
The Type 42 war 





1s proved to be the surprise package of 


marine hunter of 2004 







inst air attack 








proved more ade and ity in detecting 
underwater ‘thre iency 

Desy rwater warfare 

ur ational Sc 

ai C nt from the 
Sea R NATO shepherding 
French fla ¢ Char he Middle East and back 

Si s and marketing manager for defence firm Thales 

and a former senior RN underwater warfare officer ~ presented the 






trophy to Gloucester’s CO Cdr Malcolm 
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Enlist on a 
Full Time Reserve Service 


mare 7 for employment in a 


(Limited Commitment) 
ROYAL specified location 
NAVY for3 yeas 
with prospects for further 
2 year commitments. 
FTRS rates of pay apply 
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and pensionable) 
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Oxford 3? 





MARINE CONSULTANT/SURVEYOR TRAINEE to work as Bristol Chatham 
‘An esioblehed Morine Consulioncy ts sssiéng o sulloble condidale to Careers Advisers eS 


form the r 
Candidates 
with 
equired and a knowledge of photography i: 
pace 

Nobo: 
and involves international travel at short notice for periods of up to 10 
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a good basic scien 


ing will be given ove 





¢ generation of Marine Consultants/Surveyors 


hould be Commissioned, Warrant or Petty Officer status 
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a period 


has 0 surveyor, but 
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Saudi Arabia 


If you are a serving or recently retired specialist with experience of 
instructing in the field of Electronic Warfare, then a golden opportunity 
awaits you in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as part of Project Al Yamamah, 
Britain's biggest ever export agreement. 


A multi-billion pound commitment involving a workforce of over 4,000 
(mostly military aircraft specialists) who are helping to support the Royal 
Saudi Air Force. 


We are currently seeking instructors to join our team at the RSAF Electronic 
Warfare School at Taif. Candidates should have at least 5 years EW 
experience and a broad, up to date knowledge of EW and its related 
technology. You will be expected to prepare and present courseware to RSAF 
EW students and should be graduates of a recognised instructional 
techniques course, with at least 3 years experience of classroom and/or 
simulator/flying instruction. It is a requirement that one of these posts. 
should be filled by a suitably qualified candidate with experience of F15 EW. 


KSA RESOURCING 


at these locations: 





Navy News Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of our own products 

sold through this paper, simply return it to us unused 

within 14 days and we will replace it free of charge or 
issue a full refund (including postage) 

This guarantee does not affect your statutory rights 


+ 
* For further information please contact: 
PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359 


DNR SO3 Support ~ Lt Tina Gray 





Navy News Notice To Readers 


money or entering into any legally binding agreement 


These openings offer the chance to continue to use your hard earned skills to 
secure a comfortable lifestyle for you and your family. Together with a high 
salary, free of tax, you will enjoy a superb range of benefits including 
comfortable, rent free accommodation. For accompanied personnel free local 
schooling is provided for up to two dependent children or alternatively, an 
allowance is paid for children in full time boarding school education. You will 
be entitled to join the company pension scheme. Free health care in Kingdom 
is also provided together with an exceptional range of leisure facilities. 


Moreover, Saudi Arabia stands at one of the world's natural cross-roads, 
providing the opportunity of a lifetime to use your generous leave and flight 
allowance to explore horizons new. 


For further details, please call Stephen Flaherty, Aircrew Resourcing 
Manager, on +44 (0)1772 855830 or write to us quoting reference No. 709 
at Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Resourcing, BAE SYSTEMS, (W386), Warton 
Aerodrome, Preston, Lancashire, England, PR4 1AX. 





The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy 

of any advertisement or for any loses suffered by any readers as a result 

Readers are strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any 
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MEDIFORCE Paramedic Services Film/TV i xc offered the opportunity f 
UK) Lid i w business venture Conc stival nent with MediFore START motorcycle training Lid hay 
ed by ex-Forces NHS the expansion in ain valuable experie been established for more thai 
meds cdical training, and they are he private ambul ears and supply high-quality 
Dickie Henderson, - Managing ited providers of Health & Safety we Par ate yele trainin; 
«was a member of the RAF — Executive First Aid at Work trainin \ king bu: All Start Ltd instructors are 
1985 — 1997. Martin as welll as the new Univer ‘ n and highly-m he Dy Standary 
al Director was a me ted Emergency Medical Technicia ated ¢4-For who are ded- Ay 7 ularly asse 
ber of the 3d Btn, The Par 1 . in the \ kills are kep 
Regiment from 198290 peisiawsy th pees est standard: 
be Mtensive service hist en First Aid a redited training in Medicin cs provided are 
Y. gaining promotion and spectalisin ance trainin ve interested in becoming Health — Compulsory Basic Training (CBT 
in field medicine. They both met and Successful candidat he EMT — Care Pi ak h Mlificated course which 
became friends whilst working a usually takes a whole day, and will 
Paramedics in the Royal Berkshir + able the rider to use up to a 125c 
NHS Ambulance Service in 199 machine with on. the 
With the advent of national regi for a period of ars, The p 
tration and —_recogniti f 
Paramedics, Dickic Hender THESE rybody use pe produced by those with a thorough people who would lik 
ished MediForce Paramed (be al devices, f pert (the equipment in , cone 
UK) Lid ide a premic as calcula yestioe here are twe Ms are 
nbulance service based on the fiand Net syste hat is less obvious, however, is between 17 and the 
jonalism and protocols ing they all have in com ell as technical expertise, the taining and take a t a 125 
modern evolving ambulance service. ion manual. At beat, th uch documents must be machine which will limit you fo 
There was a gap in the market instructions are easy to follow, and write clearly and logically. Period of to 2 motoreycie 
RESERVES where “first aid organisations’ and allow equipment to be readily set up This is the job of the technical author of not $3bhp; after two 
first anders’ were been asked to prc technical writer. ar able 10 ride any 
i he vide event medical cover to large out fers al eepad Tichabed (Alshors came from: 0 
Leaving t door sportJequestrian event a ei Many, Gtieaal® tachelcal beck If you are over 21 you qualify for 
full-time Navy? MeliForee Paramedic Service rien ale tea Accent oe Oe 
UK) Lid provides ambulances. a sie yaa ee eae r where Ain and test on a S00ce 
NHS Paramedics to the private sport sate Ce inial does ne; after Ave pra 
7 mefcquestrian world and has a large mentation 10 ensure that 1 uscd : de a 
portfolio of high profile clien ficient Gada od Antoor 
; They also provide cover (Cleary, tis docomentatioe mat 
; mple ope procedures for non provide mivesced 
3 Train TECHNICAL AUTHOR ‘ Jomestic equipment ae eaten 
5 i é hrough to complex maintenance pr 
How many times have you used a badly written cedures for large plant and machinery 
t technical manual? If you think you could do better Technical Authors also proxuce 
: royainavy.mod.uk/rnr — | find out about training via distance learning as a technical reports and sales literature, Mel full eae 
: 3 08456 07 55 55 Technical Author , a ct up your own motorcych 
Request an information pack up pee pipe nn pc 
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BAE SYSTEMS is seeking specialists to join its Training Team at For accompanied personnel free local schooling is provided for up to 
the King Faisal Air Academy in Saudi Arabia. two dependent children or alternatively, an allowance is paid for 
You will have graduated as an Interception Controller with a children in full time boarding school education. You will be entitled 
minimum of six years experience as a Fighter Controller and two to join the company pension scheme. Free health care in Kingdom is 
years instructional experience at a Fighter Control School or in also provided together with an exceptional range of leisure facilities. 
a System Training environment 
You must have up to date knowledge of Modern Air Defence Moreover, Saudi Arabia stands at one of the world’s natural cross 
radars, data handling systems and interception techniques roads, providing the opportunity of a lifetime to use your generous 
Ideally, you will have completed not less than 1000 live leave and flight allowance to explore horizons new 
interceptions 


For further details, please call Stephen Flaherty, Aircrew 
These openings offer the chance to continue to use your hard earned Resourcing Manager, on +44 (0)1772 855830 or write to us 


skills to secure a comfortable lifestyle for you and your family. quoting reference No. 709 at Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Resourcing, 
Together with a high salary, free of tax, you will enjoy a superb range BAE SYSTEMS, (W386), Warton Aerodrome, Preston, Lancashire, 
of benefits including comfortable, rent free accommodation. England, PR4 1AX. 
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Plan early 
for business 


DONE your 22? 
next? 
Sceing the uncertain employment 
climate on Civvie Street, increasing 
number of ex-Forces personnel are 
deciding to set up their own busi 
nesses, and many have fours 
cial and lifestyle success wi 
themselves from home 

Although it is just as much hard 
work, you are much more likely to see 
the full benefit of your efforts, plus 
you are answerable only to yourself 

The best way to get prepared for 
a Services pension is to plan well 
ahead,” said Will Dugdale, who 
advertises in Navy News having set 
up a home-based business in his 
spare time early in 2003. 

After eight months I quit my reg 
ular job,” he added. “If you are 
going to start a home business, my 
advice would be to do so part time 
(but with a full-time attitude) in your 
last few years in the F 

That way you can have a fully 
functioning and profitable business 
by the time you finally leave. 

Ex-Forces personne! often have 
the required discipline, determina 
tion and work ethic to be successful 
in their own home business, and 
there are enormous incomes to be 
made,” said Will. 

For more information on 60 
Minute Money, the home business 
programme Will operates, se 
wwichomebusiness!25.c0.uk 


Not sure what to do 
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Healthy 


Dive in for 
a new career 


IMAGINE warm days, 
spent diving in the sea with 
like-minded peopl 

It sounds like a holiday par- 
adise that few could call a 
career. 

But then, few have experienced 
the adrenaline-fuelled rush of the 
Forces, let alone the extremes of 
active service abroad. 

This is what makes people leav- 
ing the Forces unique. 

After living on the edge in 
intense and sometimes extreme 
conditions, returning to the mun- 
dane routine of ordinary life can 
seem unappealing at best, daunt- 
ing at worst. 

Moving on from a life of strict 
regulation in a community within 
which you have gained unique 
bonds can be as emotional and 
challenging as serving in the 


outlook 





with qualifications 


AS PART of resettlement 
in-service training JM 
Consultancy Ltd can offer service 

opportunity to study 





personnel the 
for ti 





jonally recognised qualifica 
tions by Distance Learnin, 
They have on offer, at discounted 






the following areas 
@ Chartered Institute of 
Environmental Health Foundation 
Certificate in Food Hygiene 

@ Chartered Institute of 
Environmental Health I 
Certificate in Food Safer 
© Chartered Institute of 


jermediate 











Environmental Health Foundation 
Centific Health & Safety in the 
Workpla 





above qual mis are very 
ple as part of your curriculum 








The food safety certificate is 
must for those intending to seck 
employment within the food indus: 
try, food shops, factories oF food out 
lets. 

The Health and Safety course 
currency in whatever job you are 
applying for, as itis a 

Currently they 
students within the Armed Forces 
based throughout the world. 

This type of distance learning is 
very adaptable to the needs of 
Service personnel in that it allows 
students to study in their spare time 











and to fit in their studies an 

work commitments 
Alternatively, their full range 

courses can be a 


ind their 








ed of site: one 





Jation level 

fiate leve 
and five days for the advanced level 
at your ed 

All the tered with 
the Chartered Institute of 
Environmental Health and the Health 
and Safety Executive 

In line with their I 


day courses for the fou 





three days for the intern 

















policy they can « 
I Navy 
Price on all on-site courses provided 
you have a minimum of ten learners. 
As their Managing Director, John 
Cave, has many years of service 
within the Armed Forces they under 
stand the needs and requirements of 
Service personne! 
Sce the JM. Training website at 
www jmtrainingconsultancy.co.uk 
for details of the courses. 


Earn up to (80 now. Full traning provided. 

Many serning & en lorces personnel alreedy 

earreng! Mutt be determined and computer 
Merate Bonues & Holdin 


www.homebusiness123.co.uk, 




















POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education Tel: 01302 85995. 

PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9) 

www.newleafeducation.co.uk 















Are YOU Missing Something Good? 
WANNABE A TECH AUTHOR? 


Take control of your own future by achieving Tech 
5360, the best recognised qualification for technical 
authors. 


Study anywhere, any time, with the College which 
is a Preferred Supplier to the Careers Transition 
Partnership. 


The College of Technical Authorship (Ref NN) 
PO Box 7, CHEADLE, SK8 3BY 
0161 437 4235 crossley@coltecha.com 











Forces itself, 

But if you are about to leave, 
you are aiso about to be thrown & 
lifeline. 

A resettlement grant gives you 
the chance to discover new inter- 
ests and gain vocational qualifica- 
tions. 

It is an opportunity to take an 
exciting leap into a new 
unknown, 

In fact, it’s the ideal chance to 
explore an exotic location, cen- 
tred around a SCUBA diving 
training scheme. 

Popular destinations range 
from the beautiful Red Sea to 
exotic Thailand: but the unique 
versatility of the sport means you 
can catch waters anywhere 
around the world, 

Relaxing in enviable coastal 
locations with people enjoying 
similar motivations, it's an 
opportunity to discover an entire- 
ly new social scene. 

Whether you have a family and 
wish to expand your horizons, or 
you are 2 motivated individual 
looking to meet new people, it's 
an ideal chance to share a new 
vocation in a unique social © 
ronment. 

Blue O2 is » company that 
offers such opportunities. 

In association with the 





















. and award-winning 
SADS (Sub-Aqua Diving 
Services), they have assisted in 
over 150 military diving expedi- 
tions and jement pre 
grammes. 

Their training schemes based 
in the Red Sea and Thailand will 
ve you with a Divemaster qual- 
your first month. 

It is the first step on the profes- 
sional course structure approved 
by PADI, the worldwide qualify- 
ing body. 

‘With this qualification, you can 
teach certain PADI courses, assist 











OWSI on courses, dive guide and 
get paid for 

And if you're already qualified, 
the professional level you can 
achieve depends on your budget 
and the time available. 

Blue O2 can be contacted on 
0871 711 5402, email info@blue- 
ol.com 


Helping 
Scotland’s 
workforce 


WORKFORCE Staff and 
Business Agency is particularly 
interested in the skill of ex 
Service personnel who have the 
in-depth experince required by 
companies throughout Scotland. 
The Helensburgh and Rosyth 
Workforce Consultants would be 
to receive a call of mect 

anyone informally in their offices to 
discuss the transition from a Service 











career to crviltas 
Workforce has 
Service personne! who ate 


nployment 
» history of 











ring the 





option 4 new 


ssion when they finish thei 








Service career 

The chan ivilian life can be 
daunting and Workforce want to help 
all they can, of ance and 












advice on the presentation and lay 


out of personal details to the best 
advantage 

The 
ronment 
er with the 
resources de} 





pens 

xd motivat 
rable asset for 
pspective employers.” explained 
v Leatherby, Workforce area man 


are particul 
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MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 
+ CBT Training ST, ART 







Course Fee includes 
+ Bike/Scooter 










+ 125 cc & DAS 













Test Training Scooter & + Insurance 

+ Instructor Motorcycle Training | + Fuel 
Training Lid + Safety Equipment 
Specialists 15% Discount “Test 

+ Advanced For HM Forces + Training 











+ Back to Biking & Family + All Certification 


02392 554631 





Booking Office 
Open 8am - 8pm 
7 days a week 


All major Credit 
Cards accepted 






Resettlement Courses in Cape Town 
MCSE, MCSA, MCSD, MCAD, SQL. 
Linux, Cisco, A+, Network+, Web Design 


Includes Accommodation, Airport Transfers in Cape Town 
Courses from 30 to 49 days, Swimming Poo! and Gym in Complex 
Instructor led training, Authorised Training Centre, Microsoft Certified Partner 
Exam Study Materials, Authorised VUE Test Centre 


Piving, Diving and Yachting courses atso avaiable 
+44 (0)1225 717025 info@i2ko.com www.i2ko.com 









HiCiIAN 


NING 





UK) Lid ar 
9 provide HSE approved First Aid at Work Courses and Thames 
Emergency Medical Technicians Courses 











y University approve 


Our training instructors are 










ailable upon reque 
NHS Ambulance Trust 
, Off Shore 


cles. 


can help gain employment in the 
Servi 
Region Employment and Close Protection Ags 


Contact: MediForce Paramedic Services (UK) Ltd 
Stoke Poges Lane, Slough, Berkshire, SL1 3PB 
Tel: 01753 505678 Fax: 01753 505679 


dustr 

















Ausiral, 
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's hack to expand 
RN's boxing bas 


LARGER-than-life RN box 
ing stalwart ‘Q” Shillingford 
has taken the reigns of the 
squad full-time for the next 
three years to take the sport 
to the next level. 

He is determined to see sailors 
and marines take of the 
honours at the Commonwealth 





some 


Games in Australia in March 
2006. 
The petty officer also wants to 


form the first female boxing squad 
in the three Services. 

‘Q’ has coached the RN pugilists 
before, but on a part-time basis; now 
his time is dedicated 100 per cent to 
the sport for t 





next three years. 

The three years ‘O” spent guiding 
boxers in a part-time capacity ended 
with the squad on a high, with cach 
fighter rated in the top 10 of their 
weight category; five earned inter 





national vests and two reached ABA 
national finals, 

Beyond nurturing the team, the 
physical training instructor wants to 
promote grass roots boxing in the 
RN, As a result once the RN team 
has finished its training at 4pn 
HMS Nelson's gym will be open t 





community projects and sailors and 
Royal Marines who want to get fit 

Monday evenings will sce local 
12-16 year-olds from disadvantaged 
backg nds taking out their frus- 
tration in the ring 

On Tuesday and Thursday, the 
gym will be opened to all-comers 
and Wednesday evenings will be 
dedicated to female boxers 

Navy boxers and coaches will be 
on hand to give advice and help to 
anyone wishing to use boxing as a 
way of losing weight, toning up and 
building up self-confidence - and 
preparing for the fitness test 
Oo 














The staff of Nelson 
been very supportive of Naval bow 
ing, as has the boxing coaching 
administrator in ensuring there is a 
club in every Naval base 
qualified coaches,” said “Q’ 
The coaches within the Service 
ure very professional and dedicated 


m have 





to the sport 

Not content with giving support 
to Senior Service boxers, ‘Q" found 
himself on national TV in Dominica 
in the Caribbean during the summer 








promoting the sport on the island. 

The first step towards the 
Commonwealth Games will be “tal 
ent spotting’ at the Portsmouth Arca 
championships on October 14 (tick 
cts a from HMS Nelson's 
OowW). 

Anyone interested in becoming a 
boxing official should call CPO Jaz 
Jarry on 9375 67710. Potential box 
ers should call Steve Penberthy on 
9380 26718 oF *Q’ on 9380 24290. 











@ How's a bout that then? Back full time, the RN's dedicated 
boxing coach PO(PT) ‘Q’ Shillingford 
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Climb every 
mountain... 
(well some) 


HORRENDOUS weather condi 
tions forced RN and RM climbers 
to abandon their assault on the 
world’s fifth highest peak 

The ascent of the south ridge of 
Makalu as part of a joint services 

xpedition was to have been the 
highlight of 2004 for the RNRM 
Mountaineering Club. 

But bad weather and unstable 
conditions on the ridge meant it 
was too dangerous to attempt 
reach the 8,463m peak; the team 
did, however, ascend t0 7,500m 
before returning to the UK. 

On a more successful note, the 
mountaineers have climbed Gun 
nbjorns Fjeld in Greenland, the 
highest peak in the Arctic Circle 
and the second highest, Dome, as 
well as scaling mountains in the 
Swiss Alps, based out of Tasch. 

Impending expeditions inclu 
the first Naval ‘assault’ on the 
famous Salathe Wall in Yosemite 
4 trekking and climbing trip to the 
Grand Tetons, also in the USA. 
and ascents on the Costa Blanca. 

Before then, the club holds its 
AGM and dinner at the Tyn-y 
Coed Hotel in Snowdonia on 
October 9. 

Details on the club from Lt Cdr 
Jon Asbridge, military 9621 8 
‘or www. nIMMC.Org 













































THE DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 


‘Looking forward with confidence 


Three centuries of tradition F 
at Royal Hospital School 


THE Royal Hospital School, is the 






individual potential and, of course 





per, 
\ 

























looking back with pride” largest full boarding school in East in having fun, whether it be in 
nglia with some 670 boys and girls games, drama, sailing, outd 
The unique bo school for Seana ren ae See ee ee 
children of service personnel. Greenwich in 1712 to educate the list of ‘extra-curricular activit 
Founded in 1803 as of seafarers, it moved to hat take place after school or al 
prosor ve 200 weekends. There is a particularly 
ad curriculum and on the banks of the River Stour in strong musical tradition and as well 
preraaen Os Senet 9 do Sul in 19. as performing reg in school 
* Outstanding fwcilities and reputation in sport, Whilst fully co-educational and — the choir and band are much in 
mnie and drama open to children from all back- demand locally and nationally 
a & grounds, the sch is proud of The school is fortunate to have 
100% anding Ser £90 popl its long seafar traditions and financial backing from the Crown 
prechely the car ecure and taney still holds around 12 ceremonial Charity, Greenwich Hospital; over 


teeded for service childr 


parades during the academic year 
The children and grandchildren of 
seafarers may also be cligible for 
the school's bursaries, based on 
parental income 

The Royal Hospital School is 
the only full seven-day-a-week 
boarding school remaining in East 
Anglia and, whilst demanding high 
academic standards, places great 
emphasis on the development of 





£9m has been spent in the last ten 
years in refurbishing all boarding 
accommodation, building a new 
design technology and computer 
facilities, and a floodlit artifici 

hockey pitch. The latest addi 
are the two extensions to the upper 
sixth boarding house, a 6th form 
centre and the Trafalgar Rooms, 
where there is a café, Sky TV 
room, hairdressing salon and shop. 


UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING 


20% REMISSION 


OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES, 
CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS 


Enquiries to 
The Headeaster 
The Duke of York 
Dover, Kent, C11 
Tels 0104 4 
Hana 
Applications for 





Royal Militar 
1Q 
Fax 





@ First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West inspects a parade by pupils 
of Royal Hospital School 


DoE-eyed at Queen’s 


GEORGIE Faun made a small 
slice of history at Qucen’s College 
in Taunton when she became the 
400th pupil in the school’s Duke of 
Edinburgh Award scheme to attain 
the gold level 
he school became involved 
with DoE in the early 1970s and it 
has grown steadily both in size and 
U LEVEL popularity,” said Martin Bream, 
jeader of the Gold award section 
Last year, out of just under 
20 Gold awards in Somerset, two- 
thirds of them were at Queen's 
For Georgic, the gold award 
involved more than simply the typi 
cal public image of a trek across 
Dartmoor or Snowdonia, rather a 
mix of regular visits to an old peo- 
ple’s home, reading and reviewing 





01304 


Jept 2005 to be with th 





hefore the Mst October 2004 




















We think there are 3 important points, above all others, that make Queer 
Ethelburgas your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child 


Firstly, we understand the needs of service tamites and seafarers as we 






fave boon sordng Buel neads for over 6D years. We have experance ft 
ensuing your cha we setie wel. be confident and successhd Ourcareus ff 





~ books, by authors including John 
1s safe end sway from city centre problems. Secondly. cur boarding tactites Grisham and Patricia Cornwell, 
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has Grect diel in/out telephone. voice hockey, netball and a week's sail 





mail, TV/Video (on timer}, music contre, hot drink facilities and much more. 
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are inendly and caring 
Thirdly we have a history of being a Sunday Time: 

Top UK Senior Schoot for GCSE and A-Level results 

UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results 
We have invested over £18m in new taciities and offer a huge range of 
sports, music, equestrian. and recreational taciibes. Over 98% of our 
‘A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus. video and 


ing at Salcombe 

Queen's is somewhat unusual 
in terms of independent schools 
in that it doesn’t have a CCF unit, 
an omission which stems from the 
school's Methodist heritage 

‘When I first came to Queen's I 
wondered if Service families would 











details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember @@compuserve com) worry ebout the lack of =.CCR” 
said aster Chris Alcock. 
However, over my last three 
years, my overwhelming experi 


ence is that they tend to valu 
expertise in Dok.” 

Every pupil in Year 10 is involved 
with Bronze DoE to find out what 
the scheme is about. Thereafter, 

articipation is optional, but a 
expe number of pupils enthusiast 
cally choose to take part. 





‘our 
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WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


Hand painted on wooden base Gan x Ten 
£33.15 including U.K. postage and vat. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of Sor more 
for 10, 25, 50 and 100 

OWN SPECIAL 






SPECIAL PRICES 
CRESTED TIES TO ¥ 


C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
ne House, 8 St Johns Road 
Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephones 01483 71588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: iries @chmur co.uk 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 


(Select any ship or KAA. Squadron etc.) 
BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RN, FAA. OR ASSOCIATION) 
Shaald thre be any item you soquioa which ls ant shown, pense contact ox, and we 
will cadcevour 6 help, cs we are enable to lt all he predects la our partoto, 
Whether you are buying for yourself, ora loved ene, we willbe happy to give you 
(loos and umatty decouses open applicidion 
Military Matters 

7 Watersi Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 TDP 
Tet: 01457 #77010 


SKYDIVING COURSE 
TN FLORIDA 
fe aoe 
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FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 

3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 
RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

‘Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 

TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 

e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com _www.rdhmedals.com 



















WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 


Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 
% Broad Street, Sidemoor, Hromsgrove, Worcs B61 BLA 
. Tet: O1527 KIS37S Pax: @1S27 S7679S 


Local Rate UK Only: O84S 6582001 
‘OURT 


MEDALS PROF ERMONALLY MOUNTH: OmDENAEY SVE 
PULL SUK REPLACEMENT 4 Ls SUPPLIED 
MEDALS DESPLAYIDD RIMBOMS AND ACCISMLMEIE ALS AVAILABLE 
MND AAR FO LATEST CATALOCE® 





Wright a Logan 


the Royal Neval Museum, 
Portsmouth 


| Telephone: | 
= 023 9282 6682 | 


Rachel@victory2ees.cok 


Sinloasy aie 
INCORPORATING TOAD BALL MEDALS 


O® 


Kehoe 


WANTED 
H.M.S 


Bells, tread f 


s paid by 
UK private collector 


Mark 07789 641682 


ISP for the 
‘UK Armed Forces 


We donate s 
profits to UK 


roportion of our 
view Charities 


onl 100 Aunivereary, 


os ms 
Prices per om inching pontage and packing 
Cheques mune poyate “ME Shaker” 
(mo cash o Ponta Orr) 


Navy News 
Notice To Readers 
The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility 
for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
loses suffered by any readers 
as a result. Readers are 
OF THE 





The best shopping and gift site to 
and from the UK and all BFPOs 
Www, 


all occasions, full money back 
guarantee 


ied 


NAVY NEWS 257 copies 

79 ~ Dec 
64 Daily/Sunday 
April “82 
Conflict), 


by arrangement. Tel. 01404 841849 


April 
"93 inclusive. Also 
Newspapers 7th 
26th June “#2 (falklands 
£500 O.N.O Plus PRP 


WW W.naVyneWs.CO.UK 


ATTRACTIVE, BLONDE, female 
42, WLT write t Serviceman any age. 
Box Oct 1 


ATHLETIC SAILOR 35, no ties, 
heart of gold, wishes to neet female 
same age for relationship. (Hants 
Area). Bax Oct 2 

LOVELY SINGLE girl, 33, $7" 
honest and affectionate. Secks nice 
man for fnendship, maybe more 

Box Oct 3 


KATHY 39+ 
GSOH. Seeks male penpals 35+ 
ALA. Box Oct 4 


attractive _ brunctte, 


MODERN OUTGOING $0 yr old 
blonde femaoke. Secks down tw 
earth Serviceman 40-55 with GSOH. 
Sussex. Box Oct 5 





DONNA SINGLE mum, long brown 
hair, loves nights in and out. 5°8” tall 
Box Oct 6 


‘TALL. SLIM BLONDE female, likes 
socialising, cinemas, holidays. Would 
like to meet Serviceman penpal 

Box Oct 7 


PERSONA 





AD CONTACTS: Contact 
Mag for adults only, 1,000 colour 
photos to choose from. Approval 
copy sent return of post from: 
MATCHMAKER (X.10), Chorley 


PR? 4BS of 01257-482201 
or karen@ adultfun.co.uk 


strongly recommended to 
make their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate commercial, 
legal and financial advice 
before sending any money 
or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 








PROMOTIONAL GOODS 
sci A OH 






CALL NO FOR FREE ROC & NO ORLCTION QROTT 
"Tet: 01320 225K Fax: 01129 52990) 
_t -all:haeeypremetionss sal com 





NAV. M 
AVAL & MILITARY hewkes 
GRANTI 
250 LIMITED EDITION PRINT 
WATERCOLOUR SHOWTE 
GRAFTON’S SALUTIN s 
DISPLAY, TE IG PAR/ SQUENT MARCH 
THROUGH THE TOWN, GUARD MOUNTING CEREMONY 
AND BAND CONCERT ING IN CASEMATES) 
AVAILABLE FROM EARLY OCTOBER. VARIOUS 
SIZES AND PRICES RANGING FROM £25: REGISTER 
YOUR (NO ON INTEREST BY EMAIL TO: 


Would you like to find out more 
about an ancestor? 

Jam a specialist researcher of 
Naval, RM, Military, Royal 
Flying Corps and RAF records 
between 1775 and c. 1945 
Jobn. L. Arnold. 

‘The Tallet House, Lustleigh, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQI3 9TR 





Tipe erenge mort cterm 4 amd ops servants and Shaye eet + pic place Punt yr cinch a bt 











OR ON ANSAPHON 01460 75924 / 01460 249277, 
ONLY 250 COPIES WILL BE MADE. 

VIEW OTHER MANDY SHEPHERD NAVAL PAINTINGS 
(QCP AT PLYMOUTH JULY 03; AND COLLECTION OF 
SCENES ABOARD HMY BRITANNIA): 
www.maritimeprints.com. 

‘THE GIB PAINTING ALSO WILL BE PLACED ON THIS 
WEBSITE SHORTLY 


REGIMENTAL TIES, _ blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, Medals, 
Cap Badges, Militaria. £2.00 for list 
Cairnceoss (Dep. NN), 31, Belle Vue St 
Filey, N. Yorks YOI4 9HU, 
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.tk 
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Sea Cadets 


ASTER magician Cdre Laurie 
Brokenshire is hoping to pull a 
lot of rabbits out of his hat as 
he takes over as Commodore of 
the Sea Cadet Corps. 
With the current fascination for all things 
magical, Harry Potter, King Arthur and so on, 
his appointment should have plenty of appeai 
for the Cadets. At the SCC Junior Camp at 
Tregantie Fort the theme was Cameiot — so he 
inevitably turned up in the guise of Merlin (see 
below) 

But the leading member of The Magic Circle 
faces his biggest challenge to his powers as 
he hopes to cast the Sea Cadet spell over the 
grown ups 

There are two vital assets to the Sea Cadet 
Corps — one is the Cadets themselves and the 
other is the adult volunteers,” he told Navy 
News. 

‘And without the adult volunters the whole 
thing just doesn’t happen 

“Just as with every other organisation these 
days, people are less and less inclined to give 
voluntary service. 

“if you take all the cadets, the juniors and 
the adult helpers altogether, there are about 





@ MAGIC MOMENT: Member of the Magic Circle Cdre Laurie Brokenshire 


24,000 people involved — and of those only 











around 180 are paid employees, so it's a huge 
structure to try and support.” 

The situation was complicated by the tact 
that each one of the 400 units the 
UK — and abroad in places like Malta and the 
Falkland Islands — was an individual, indepen- 
dent charity, and so responsible for its own 
fund raising 

‘So although the Royal Navy supports the 
Sea Cadet Association — which is itself a 
national charity — for about half our funding. 
which is ring fenced for training only, ever- 
thing else has got to be raised, some of it from 
national organisations and other charities. 

‘But a lot of the fund raising is done locally. 
so the units have to form their own commit 
tees — and depending on the area, on how 
much they get out into the community and 
how good those individual committees are at 
fund raising, some units will fare better than 
others. We try to support all of them, of course 
— and in terms of and competitions 
there doesn't seem to be too much of an 
imbalance in the final result.” 

The people Cdre Brokenshire is always 
looking for to provide the SCC with the sup- 







the new 


Commodore Sea Cadets - dons the mantle of Merlin to entertain 120 10-12 year olds 
sters at the annual Juniors Summer Camp at Fort tregantle, across the Tamar from 


‘Good ambassadors’ 
all, at Normandy 
and Bermuda 








@ SMART TURNOUT: Steven Letts of the US Navy Sea Cadet Corps with Mitchell and Bradley Price 
of TS Windsor Castle unit 


Starting a spell at the SCC 


port it so desperately needs get a lot out of 
their involvement, as well as putting some- 
thing in for the youth of the country. 

“We are obviously interested in recruiting 
people who have been in the Service or who 
are about to leave — but we are also looking for 
people who have no naval background at all 
Just people who have an interest. Those who 
perhaps always wanted to join the Royal Navy, 
but never did, for one reason or another — and 
there are many of those around. 

‘A jot of our volunteers are not ex-Navy, but 
want to do things the Navy way, which is what 
we're all about in the SCC: 

‘Some of them have qualifications already 
in things like sailing and canoeing, so they 
can start work pretty well straightaway. But we 
do training ourselves, both for cadets and 
adults, through the RYA and other organisa- 
tions, and we keep up to date with all the lat- 
est developments within the Navy. 

“Some training takes piace at HMS Raleigh, 
the Navy's own initial training school. During 
my time as CO down there I had about 20,000 
cadets go through. And there are number of 
other training establishments and boat sta- 
tions around the country. 

“I believe we provide a greater variety of 
skills, training and opportunity for young peo- 
ple than just about anybody else. We do com- 
puting. we do ing — but our cadets 
like to get out and do something active. Lots 
‘of youngsters don't, these — but lots do 
and we shouldn't tar them all with the same 
brush. There are many who want to go out to 
sea, do adventure training, leadership and 
team building which does much to prepare 
them for the business of life. 


Je are not a recruiting organisation 
for the RN — we are out to produce 
better citizens for the UK for the 
benefit of the community as a 
whole. 

“Even so, about 20 per cent of people who 
join the Navy are ex cadets of one sort or 
another. And they last longer, too — once you 
get to Petty Officer and Chief Petty Officer 
level you find about 40 per cent have a cadet 
background.” 

Meanwhile, in many parts of the country the 
Sea Cadets provided the Navy's sole visible 
footprint’, said Cdre Brokenshire. 

‘We get a huge amount of publicity, too. 
We've just been looking at exactly how much 
we get — and in a single month we collected a 
pile of cuttings inches deep. 

“Wherever you go there are lord lieutenants’ 
cadets and a lot of bands and guards that are 


TRADITIONAL roast beef 
and Yorkshire pudding fol 
lowed by apple pie and ice 
cream were served to 43 US 
Sea Cadets at the nd of a two- 
weck exchange visit 

The trip had begun with # tour 











of the D-Day beaches = where 
they said the most memorable 
event had been a call at the 





American war graves site 

They laid a wreath at the monu 
ment to Unknown Soldiers, stand 
ing in silent prayer ~ and later told 
TS Windsor Castle Vice Chairman 
Carl Price they felt a duty to thank 
the brave men who had died and 
buried so far from home. 

“I was deeply moved by the fee! 
ings these teenagers showed,” he 
told Navy News 

Next 












was Portsmouth 
ed on board HMS 
Bristol and then to Salisbury where 
they were much impressed by the 
old city and its magnificent cathe 
dral 
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@ Care Laurie Brokenshire 





vey well received at all the civic parades, big 
small. The cadets love to get out there and 
show off their uniforms. It's a curious thing, 
how these youngsters snap into things like 
drill and piping. Because, as | experienced at 
Raleigh, the parade ground was one of the 
most popular parts of the course — whereas 
people seem to spend most of their naval 
careers trying to avoid it! 

Anyway, it runs contrary to the perception 
of modern youth preferring to sit in front of a 
computer screen ail day. 


4 If you are interested in joining the Sea 
Cadet Corps, either as an instructor or as a 
behind-the scenes supporter, tel 020 7928 
8978 for details or email tsingleton@sea- 
cadets.org 





Windsor and Eton unit hosted 
them for the last two days and 
nights. They visited the castle and 
later moved on to Buckingham 
Palace, where after changing into 
full dress uniform they attended 
the Changing of the Guard inside 
the Courtyard. 

After the ceremony they went 
through the gardens — and were 
amazed to sec the Guards take off 
their bearskins and relax casually 
in the sunshine! 

When they returned to Windsor 
for their roast dinner 


















a good deal 
of bartering exchanges of uniforms 





and souvenirs took place, with gifts 
presented by the CO of TS 
Windsor Castle, Lt John 
Gathergood. 

The evening ended with an 
appraisal of the American cadct 
by their officers, led by Cdr 


@ BERMUDA CALLING: left to right are PO Katie Fall, Sgt Aaron 
Baxter, Lt Martin Calvert and PO Jennifer Turner 






David Farrow USNSCC. The (Fleetwood) were accompanied by 
ard for the most outstanding Lt Martin Calvert, CO of TS 

cadet of the tour went to Andrew Vancouver, along with cadets from 

Briggs from Florida Canada, USA and Zimbabwe 






























Their manners and behaviour They were housed at TS 
were impeccable,” said Carl Price, Admiral Somers in St George, the 
They came from all over the home of one of three sea cadet 
United States ~ from Washington units on the island, and met both 
state, California, Missouri, Ohio, the Governor, Sir John Vereker, at 
Florida, Pennsylva New Jersey, Government House and =the 
New York, Oklahoma, Texas and Premier, Alex Scott, at the Cabinet 
North Carolina. And if we have — Office, appearing on TV and in the 
left anyone's home state out Lapol- newspapers. 
ogse! y were all goc ambas- 
Meanwhile three cadets from Fig Bhatt egret ag a 
the UK travelled to Bermuda for “ bs - > 
owns and the UK.” said Lt 
16-day International Sea Cadet (ys and We UR said a 
Cultural Exchange Sane kb chaviedr Harsinditan -See 
CPO Jennifer Tu Carrick Cadets to the Trafalgar bicentenni- 
forge PO. K Fall (St al celebrations in Kings Lynn next 
Albans ad Sgt Aaron Baxter October 
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Sea Cadets 





Gallantry Medal 


BRAVE Sea Cadet Tom 


Thorpe, hero of a human 
torch drama, will be hon. 
oured at this month’s 
Trafalgar Day Parade with 


the Sea Cadet Gallantry 








Medal 

Tom, a 17-year-old Petty 
Officer at Eastbourne, fought 
to save the life of a garage 
worker who doused himself in 
petrol and set himself ablaze 
on the forecourt of a petrol 
station 


























The quick-thinking cadet, 
eee NORTH-EAST PASSAGE 
tion to fill up his moped 
threw his jacket over the 
blazing figure. 

TWELVE cadets from Kendal and Dundee spent a reward- 
ing week on board the SCC’s offshore power vessel TS 
John Jer od. 

They joined her in Oban, spent two days working her 
through the Caledonian Canal to Inverness, then had three 
days learning how to steer and navigate, carry out engi- 


He then grabbed a fire extin 
guisher from the kiosk to f 
As cme 





Tom had th 
¢ of mind to shut down t 





Desrhons neering checks and generally take part in running the ves- 

pumps and avert a possible disas He 

wr. : Du a 
Paramedics rushed the casualty Archer class fast patrol boats of the University Royal Naval 

to hospital where he later died 





Units in Fraserburgh, watching dolphins playing in the bow 
" wave in the Moray Firth and a wet and bouncy ride in the 
police and fire chicfs, Tom will sea boat off Macdutt. 

ceive the rarcly award x All the cadets passed their Offshore Hand Level 1 or 2 
lade of the Sea Cadet ¢ badges, received from CO Lt Cdr Craig Burton. 


ption following th 
re on Or 


Commended for his bravery by 


ride in 
Ledbury 


TS ROSS provided 
the guard for 
Ceremonial Sunset 
on board HMS 
Ledbury at Swansea 
- with departing 
ship's commanding 
officer Lt Cdr Peter 
Olive. 

They had travelled 
up from Plymouth 
with their affiliated 
minehunter, board- 
ing her by boat while 
she was exercising 
in Plymouth Sound 


Royal return to Weston poset 


rying out duties in 


the jine room, on 
THE DUKE of York paid a flying visit to Weston-super- 7 
: a the bridge and 
Mare to inspect twice-winning Canada Trophy unit TS sting ay 
He was met by a Guard of 24 cadets and many YY parents gation and chart 
of the 84-strong unit. It was his second call there — in 1992 work. 
he commissioned the then newly built headquarters. 


If you go down to the woods today... 


IT WAS all action when the of the “green machine” as they do best — assault from the sea 
leafy glades of deepest emulated their Royal Marine big with recce patrols, concealment, 
Hampshire were transformed brothers for a weck of non-stop 2 vege ny Remy eg fre 
into a combat zone for the = oe | = = — ‘Also on the agenda durtag the 
annual summer camp of the ship, teamwork and self ¢ week-long camp at the Longoor 
Aarine Cadets — training facility were marksman- 
Detachments of budding young Top of the score card as the pla- shin and weapons training on the 
commandos from Sea Cadet units toons went into action were the purpose-built firing range. with 
throughout the country hi lock-and-load tactics the Marines ron disciplined emphasis on the 
4 onsible handling of firearms. 
Drills, patrols, sport, signals and 
a little traditional square bashing 
we the cadets the full flavour of 
ife in the elite Corps. 

On hand to keep a watchful cye 
over the young “warriors” was Lt 
Gen Rob Fry, Deputy Chief of 
Defence Staff (Commitments) and 
the Commodore Sea Cadets, Cdre 
Laurie Brokenshire, who spent 
time “in the bush” giving the 
cadets the benefit of their experi 
ence. 

Some 260 cadets attended the 
summer camp, supervised by 100 
staff. There are Marine Cadet 
Detachments in 98 Sea Cadet 
Units — a quarter of the Corps - 
which are open to boys and girls 
from the age of 13. 

@ RE: SIBLE: Lt Gen 
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@ YOUNG READERS ¢ 
bz) Fantastic 





plastic 


The Royal Navy has 
two types of ships that 
search the seas for 
mines and unexploded 
bombs. 

These ships are the 
Sandown class and 

the Hunt class, and 
they are known as 

mine countermeasures 
vessels - which is handily 
shortened to MCMV. 
These MCMVs are all 
made out of a material 
called glass-reinforced 
plastic. 

Now, how come they're 
not made out of metal 
like other warships? 


Well, the job of these 
ships is to deal with any 
mines that enemies might 
leave in the path of our 
ships. 

But mines are cunning 
things. 

In their early days mines 
were just big bombs that 
floated in the water and 
if a ship bumped into one, 
the mine exploded. 

But nowadays mines are 
much more sophisticated. 
As well as the buoyant 
mines (the ones that 
float in the water), there 
are mines that sit on the 
seabed. 

These mines can be 
magnetic - so our MCMVs 
are made of plastic so 
that won't work: or 
acoustic - so our MCMVs 
have a superquiet 
electric engine system 
when they're in a mine 
area so they can't be 
heard 


And all these mines can 
count - because when 
ships work in a task 
group, the more valuable 
ships tend to be the 
ones in the middle of the 


group. 


So these mines will count 
‘one’, ‘two’, ‘three’ ships 
overhead then bang! 
That is, if it wasn't for 
our fabulous minehunting 
fleet, of course, who 
keep the seas safe. 





@ Hunt class HMS Atherstone 
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October is just the 
best month to have a 
birthday - it’s not too 
hot, it’s not too cold, 
and everything is just 
golden. 

If it isn't raining, that 
is. 


Ryan Ashworth 
Christopher Barnes 
Matthew Barrott 
Jack Best 

Joseph Bird 
William Britton 
Louise Carle 
Michael Carr 

Tan Carter 


Callum Finn 
Robert Fysh 
Kristin Gambino-Dixon 
James Gardener 
James Garrity 
Helen Gent 

Carl Gooderham 
Liam Hart 
Penelope Hughes 
Jackson Jenkins 
Catrin John 
Rebecca Jones 


Liam Sharpe 
Olivia Sims 
Harry Sims 
Zoe Smith 
Jack Somers 
Harriet Stokes 
Rebecca Swarbrick 
Donna Swarbrick 
John Telling 
Harriet Van Der Vliet 
James Wake 

Worren 
Alexandra Waterhouse 
Megan Watson 
Karen Wilkes 
Laura Wood 
Thomas Young 
So happy birthday to 
you all, we hope that 
you have a lovely day - 
don't eat too much cake 
though! 
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Where in the world.. 





Obviously we think the 
Navy's mine clearance 
teams are great, but 
don't just take our word 
for it. Lt Ian Richardson 
of HMS Grimsby tells 
you at first hand: 
“Do you want to work 
underwater with fish 
swimming around you or 
deep in the dark ocean 
disposing of bombs and 
mines? 
“The role of the 
Clearance Diver (CD) is 
exciting, challenging and 
un, 


“After intensive and 

tough training at the 
before Diving School, 
Portsmouth, a diver can 
find themselves flying or 
sailing around the world 
disposing of mines, 
repairing warships 

in foreign ports or 
recovering valuable 
equipment lost at sea. 
“The diver helps the 
Navy protect seas 
around the world.” 
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Place: St George's Country: Grenada 
What's it like: Southernmost of the 
Windward Islands, and recovering 


from Hurricane Ivan 
Capital: St George's 
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The ships and people of the Royal Navy have been travelling all around 
the world for the past few months. Here are a few of the places they 
have visited recently... 


Country: Iraq 

What's it like: A desert country still 
rebuilding after the recent conflict 
Capital: Boghdad 


eer 

e: Si re Country: Si re 
What's it like: Singopore 1a! ‘and 

57 small islands N 
Capital: Singapore 





We all work witha 


yellow submarine 


MCMVs - or minehunters 
- work all around the 
world, carrying out 
routine survey tasks, 
checking the seabed for 
unusual things. 

Once the ship's clever 
sonar detects a mystery 
object, then the 
information gets relayed 
into the ship's operations 
room. 

Then depending on 
what's been detected, 
where the object is, 

and how deep it lies, a 
decision is taken to send 
down the ship's team 

of Clearance Divers, or 
their unmanned yellow 
submarine, which to give 
it its grand title is called 
the Remote Control 





ION 
Last year, Badge It! took the 
world by storm with it's 
ability to create a unique 
look by making your very own 
badges to cover your 
clothes, bags, hate and 
accessories with pictures of 
pete, pop stars or 
politicians. 

With its ability to make 
3 different size badges 
including a new square 
badge, the Deluxe Super 

Badge It! comes com} 
with ready-made designs, 
logos and ideas. However, 
the real fun is to create your 
own designs using the 
pictures from magazines, 
drawings and photos. 


Normal competition rules apply Closing date Bt October 2004. 


Mine Disposal Vehicle 
(RCMDV), but really 
yellow submarine says it 
all 

So the ship carefully 
checks out whatever 
might be lying on the 
seabed. 


And sometimes this 
mystery object might 

be an old bomb or mine 
left over from World 
War IT, which has lain 
undisturbed under the 
sea for many years. 
Then the ship will ‘clear’ 
the mine. They check 
that it is safe and that 
no other ships are 
around. 

Next they lay plastic 
explosives alongside the 
mine, and the ship moves 
away to a safe distance. 
Then they send the 
signal to detonate the 
explosives, and bang! 

So the sea is all clear and 
safe for whoever to pass 
overhead, with no risk or 


: YOUN 

































@ A RCMDV lowered of f 
the back of a minehunter 


Maval Visits, Discounts to local and national attractions and much, much more!! 





Address 


' Tel No. oo 
, E-mail address 
1 School attended 


Postcode 
0.0.8. 





' Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for 
. the correct amount, made payable to NAVY NEWS: 


! Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558 i 


/ or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk 
You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone O + 
' by credit or debit cards (we accept payment 





fisa, Mastercard, Delta or Switch) 





xt month 


All Young Readers Club 
competitions are open 
to readers aged 16 or 
under, except employees 
of Navy News and their 
families or any company 
associated with the 
competition. 


The decision of the 


pce is final, 
‘ull competition rules 


are available by 
contacting us at the 
usual address. 
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© His cup overfloweth... Second Sea Lord Vice-Admiral Sir 
James Burnell-Nugent presents the NATO Cup to sportsman of 


the year, Cpl Mark Croasdale 


Sporting stars 
and stalwarts 
rewarded 


NELSON'S flagship was the impressive backdrop as the RN 
>resented its trophies for the sportsmen and women of the 


>ast 12 months. 


Royal Marine Cpl Mark Croasdale collected the coveted 


NATO Cup 





sportsman of the year. Mark is one of the fin- 


est endurance runners in the Forces, currently holding the 
Inter-Services marathon title as well as being regarded as the 


RN's top cross-country and road runner. The 


beret has 


represented the GB biathion team at the Olympics (not Athens 
2004, however) and appeared for the national cross country 


and fell running squads. 


Std Zoe Hogg, just 18 months in the Senior Service, was 
named as young sportswoman of the year. The 18-year-old is 
@ powerhouse in three distinctly different sports, represent- 
ing the RN in badminton, hockey and rugby. Not content with 
that, Zoe has represented establishments in football, netball 


and volleyball. 


Top sporting official is WO(MEA) Paul Winton, Mr Athletics. 


He took over running the RN athletics 
in doing so has reinvigorated the sport. 


six years ago and 
aul has been associ- 


ated with track and field in the RN for more than 30 years, first 
a8 @ competitor, and subsequently as an official and admin- 
istrator. Without his input, RN achievements would certainly 


have declined. 


The RN's boxing squad collected the title of team of the 
year. Now rated as one of the top three squads in the country, 
with five internationals and five Combined Service champions 
in its ranks, the high point of the past 12 months was defeat- 
ing the Army - sweet enough in itself, but made even better 


by being on TV. 


Lastly, special awards were made to the members of the 
jubilee team which climbed Everest in the SOth anniversary of 


the first successful 


of the world's 
Expedition leader Col Nick Arding and WO 


it mountain. 
Pearce, who 


reached the summit, received individual presentations. 






A DEPLETED line-up for this 
year’s RN tennis championships 

used by operational commit 
ments did not deplete the quality 
‘on show. 

PO Steve Losh held on to his 

men’s singles title, despatching 
CPO Dolly Gray in the final. He 
xdded to his trophy cabinet with a 
win in the doubles, alongside Cdr 
Simon Brand, defeating Lt Cdr 
Andy Mills and Cdr Tim Reynolds 
» two sets, Trophy number three 
of the petty officer came in the 
ixed doubles with the dominant 
ree of ladies’ tennis Surg Lt Jo 
voke. The duo saw off Cdr Brand 
nd his wife 

In the ladies’ singles Surg Lt 

soke proved too strong for the 
nost improved player of the year, 

{ Katharine Rackham. The sur 

on then teamed up with Lt Char 

tc Bull to take the doubles title, 
pair proving too strong for Surg 

Cdr Fleur Marshall and Lt Cdr 

ilia Whetton 

Cdr Brand took the men’s veter 
and Lt Cdr Sean Winkle 
dL ‘dr Mills took the veterans’ 
vubles trophy 
L1 Bull took the plate singles title 
ad the Crumplin Trophy awarded 
honour of the laie Lt Cdr Caro- 
n Crumplin for commitment and 


























@ Racing biue: Lt John Welsh's Formula 2000 racer, appropriately painted in RN livery/logo, hurties 


around the Castle Combe track in Wiltshire 





Stews Jones Worcester 


John shows his 
va va vroom 


HOW can you while away 
11 minutes? 

Boil three eggs, listen to The 
End by The Doors perhaps? 

Or hurtle around one of Britain's 
race tracks in a Formula 2000 car at 
speeds upwards of 150mph. 

Portsmouth-based officer Lt 
John Welsh showed his racing skill 
for the first time in earnest on the 
tarmac of Castle Combe circuit in 
Wiltshire 

John carved his way through the 
ficld in his £8,000 car 

Unfortunately a gear problem 
on the first lap meant that the nine 
cars behind him had already raced 
past him. 

So finishing the 10-lap contest 
in 21st place 11 minutes or so later 

the race leader zoomed around 
the 1.85-mile circuit in Im 6s — was 
a first-rate performance. 

Certainly the junior officer is 








@ No jacket required: The RN Ladies on the Wimbledon turf 


Also at ‘Temeraire, HMS Nep- 
tune and RM Chivenor battled it 
out for the Navy Cup, the inter-cs- 
tablishment trophy 

PO Losh for Neptune saw off 
Mne Marty Page, but rising star 
of RN tennis Cpl Chris Shimmen 
brought the Royals to level-peg. 
ging with a narrow victory over 
Neptune's Lt Cur Nigel Canty 

he doubles match would settle 
the issue, and in two close sets the 
Piting of Capt Steve Bramley and 
Lt Cdr Mills proved just too strong, 
ensuring the cup went north of the 
order for the second time in three 
years. 

In the ladies’ Inter-Services con- 











test, held on the hallowed turf of 
Wimbledon, the Army team proved 
all powerful, leaving the RN and 
RAF to fight for second place. 

Surg Lt Cooke won a tight sin- 
gles rubber against the RAF in 
two tic-breaks, and paired with 
PO(SA) Di Roast for a good win in 
the doubles. Lt Cdr Whetton and 
Wir White also clinched a win in 
the doubles. 

Surg Lt Cooke also collected the 
Morgan Trophy for the RN player 
who contributed most to the tour- 
nament and debutante Lt Rack- 
ham was selected for the Combined 
Services Team, as were Lt Bull and 
Surg Lt Cooke, 





surprised by his ambition and skill 
behind the wheel 

He was driven (no pun intended) 
by his desire to keep the RN's end 
up, s0 Lo Speak 

1 overtook two people straight 
away but got stuck in first gear 
Within seconds 1 was right at the 
back,” he re 

T felt really embarrassed. I was 
racing for the Royal Navy ~ and you 
cannot have the Royal Navy com 





ied. 











John’s racing ambition was high 
lighted in Navy News’ July edition. 
The car is owned by the jun: 
ior officer, by day on the staff of 
NTE(TTD) in Portsmouth which 
works out the training required to 
operate new kit for the RN, but Na 
val recruiters saw the value in the 





vehicle ~ hence the Senior Service 
livery 

From 30th place, the lieutenant 
put the pedal to the floor and be 
gan to regain some Service pride 

‘One guy spun off, another's 

ngine blew up, another also spun 
off,” he explained. 

Apparently some of the ma- 
nocuvres | was making were dan- 
gerous. But racing by its nature is 
dangerous. And when you are out 
there you don’t think that anything 
will go wrong. 

“L started in 21st place 
ished in 21st place, but the 
pericnce I gained was excellent 

Unfortunately, the RN has cur 
tailed John’s racing activities for 
this season; a staff course has put 
him out of action until next spring. 























THE RAF were dispatched with 
aplomb as the Senior Service 
opened its Rugby League 
Inter-Services campaign in 
style on home ground. 

The full squad and the acad. 
emy side both saw off the fliers at 
Burnaby Road. 

The full side were 1Opts up with: 
in 10 minutes with tries from Paul 
Clark and James Wagstaffe and 
one conversion from the boot of 
Scott Partis. 

The RAF kicked back with a 
penalty, but the impetus lay with 
the KN as second row Danny 
lon celebrated his first cap with 
real tty to give the Navy a 14-2 
lead at the break 

After a scrappy opening to the 
ad half, winger Mare Warren 
re-asserted the Navy's dominance 
with a try on the right, converted 
by Partis. 

Partis kicked another penalty 
before Richie Neve completed the 
RN's scoring, putting down under 
the posts. Once again Partis con 
verted. 

With an unassailable 28-2 lead, 
the RN squad took their foot off 
the gas, allowing the RAF to run 
in two tries, one converted, in the 
closing 10 minutes to make the 
final score of 28-14 make the match 
appear closer than it was 

academy side scored an 
even more comprehensive victory, 
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You win some, 
you lose some 


NAVY cricketers failed to steal the 
Army's crown in the Inter-Services 
festival, but at least they saw off 
the RAF 

Burnaby Road in Portsmouth 
was the setting for three days of 
Jeather upon willow 

The RAF put the Army into 
bat on day one and the soldiers 
promptly ran up a respectable 256- 
6, which the airmen fell 55 short 
of 





Day two saw the RN electing to 
field as the RAF struggled to 96- 
6, before an impressive 7th-wicket 
stand of 65 helped the fliers to 179 
all out 

A 3rdewicket stand of 68 by OM 
C Penner (HMS Exeter) and Cpl 
S Needham (Cdo Log Regt) pre. 
vided the backbone of the RN's 
response, before a middle order 
collapse left the sailors on 102-77. 
New cap Me A Rodzoch (45 Cdo) 
and a lifesaving 37 from Mne G 
Jackson (UKLF CSG) steadied the 
ship sufficiently before veteran Lt 
Cdr C Slocombe (845 NAS) hit 
the winning runs with 11 balls to 
spare 

The Army elected to bat in 
the deciding clash, and promptly 
ran up a total of 240-8, LPT M 
Toogood (HMS Iron Duke) proved 
liable of the Navy bow! 
crs, taking 2 wickets for 40 runs. 
Unfortunately the batsmen never 
got into their stride and at 40-5, a 




















cal drubbing looked imminent 
Rodzoch — ag impressed 
with a $4 and Lt J Parker (HMS 
Nottingham) hit 30 to bring some 
espectability to the scoreline, but 
he RN still fell far short of their 
target, skittled out for 157. As a 
result the Army held on to the 
Inter-Services Trophy they won on 
home ground last year 
@ FMS Temeraire in Portsmouth 
will be holding cricket coach 
ing courses between Monday 
November 1 and Wednesday 3 
(ECB Level 1) and Wednesday 3 
until Sunday 7 (ECB Level 2), 


Portiand gets 
“em going 


TYPE 23 frigate HMS Portland 
performs the honours in the Solent 
as racers in the BT Global Chal- 
lenge boats set off from Port 
smouth on Sunday October 3 

The yachts arrive in the start 
box opposite Southsea Castle at 
Ipm and get going at 2pm. 

The first stop on the 
nos Aires (minus HMS 


to go... 














¢ is Bue- 
ortland), 








@ Grounded: Another RAF attack is brought to a halt by the dark 


blue of the RN 


although at half time it looked as if 
they would founder 

The airmen went into the break 
with a 10-6 lead: the RN failed 
to take their chances, beyond 








Paul Read set the stamp on the 
second half with a try on 44 minutes 
to level the scores; it was the straw 
which broke the camel's back. 


Preture LA(Phot) cota Harper 
nutes later Boothy Booth 

followed by Smallbon 
and two more converted tries gave 
the RN a 36-10 lead, cut by wo 
36-14 by a last-gasp score from 
RAF sub Sheffield. 

The decisive clash, on Army 
home turf in Aldershot, was tak- 
ing place as Navy News went to 
press. See next month's issue for 
a report. 
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Novices show 
what a punch 
they've got 


NOVICE boxers have the 
chance to shine before fight 
fans and boxing coaches at 
the Portsmouth area novice 
championships. 

HMS Nelson gym is the 
venue on Thursday October 
14; the event is open to any 
sailor/Royal Marine working in 
the Portsmouth area either in 
an establishment or afloat. 

Details from WO1(PT) Young 
on military 9380 22828, 

Meanwhile, champion boxer 
Kev Connelly returned to his 
roots to help RN recruitment. 

Mne Key, currently holder of 
the RN welterweight title, went 
back to Pet to pro- 
mote the RN/RM as a career 
for youngsters in Cambridge- 
shire by ing three days at 
the city’s RN careers office. 

“The fact that | could con- 
tinue with my boxing was a 
real bonus for me in joining 
the Marines. Winning the Navy 
Cup this year has been a real 
achievement,” he said. 
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Sean sets the 
cycle standard 


CYCLING success in the 
Olympics has been matched 
by excellent achievements by 
RN riders, with new records 
set and a national title, 

For the RN Road Race 
at Merryfield Aerodrome, 
Somerset, riders had to strug- 
gle against strong winds on the 
mile course, Cdr 
een (CINC Fleet) 
ahead of PO(PT) 





Adrian 
sprinted 
Sean Childs (HMS Raleigh) to 
take the open title. LMA Jason 


Wallace-Sims (Raleigh) 
the RN Novice category 
The Inter-Service 1¢ J 25-Mile 
TT championships took place near 
Liss, Hampshire 
incorporated the N; 


won 








nh event which 
y champion 





ships. Current Inter-Service cham: 
pion Childs posted a 20 min 42 secs 
which only put him into 4th, but he 
had the consolation of taking the 
RN title. The second sailor past 
the post was CPO Aran Stanton 
(HMS Illustrious) 12 seconds later 
showing signs of recapturing last 
seasons form in 20 min 58 sees. Cdr 
Green took third place 

The 25-mile championships saw 
Childs again as top Navy falsher 
in 4th, with a new RN record of $4 
mins 13 secs, Next was Stanton on 
$4 mins 35 secs and third Green in 
another personal best of $8 mins 50 
secs. Overall, the RN team finished 
runners up to the Army 

The RN S0-mile TT was held on 
the A38 near Chudleigh, incorpo- 
rated in the Plymouth Corinthians 
CC Open. Although losing top spot 
by just 12 scconds, Childs took the 











Top teams too strong for Turbulent 








@ In case you were wondering, 
(Left to right) OM Miles, OM 
Thompson, LCH Merrett, Mr Miles, LWtr Shannon, Lt Rees and 
@ guest player 


this is the HMS Turbulent squad: 
Ashworth, LWEA Barlow, MEM 


SUBMARINERS from HMS ‘Turbu: 
lent found themselves up against some 
of the top names in Rugby Union when 
the boat catered the Aberacron Sev 
ens, one of the most prestigious mini: 
tournaments on the calendar 

The contest in west Wales returned 
after an eight-year hiatus and attracted 
teams such as Llanelli Scarletts, Neath 
Swansea Ospreys and composite sides 
from Harlequins, Blackheath and Mel. 
rose 











The team from the Devonport-based_ p-——— 


hunter-killer submarine are believed to 
be the first Service side to take part in 
the tournament, and, says Lt Dan Ree 
who attended Aberacron School and 
played for the town's rugby club ~ the 
opposition was dauntin, 

The Marauders had four Fijians 
from the Army Rugby 7s team which 
won this year’s Middlesex 7s at Twick 
enham. They were beaten in the end by 
the Ospreys,” he added. 

And the submariners? 





They reached 


the semi-final of the plate competition, 
a creditable first performance 


Half a century of hurt ended 





association in the RN with the first 
title in nearly half a century 
Despite injury and ope 


FENCERS marked the centenary of the sport's 


Inter-Services 


tional demands af 


fecting the team selection, the Senior Service still 


sent the Army 
Nelson following a convincing $-1 v 
The RAF held the nlc 


Cdr Matt Clark (PJHO), Capt Al Baker RM (CT 


CRM) and S/Lt Ral 
up 
th 


h Coffey (HIM! 





A tense final bou 




























tional Al Baker deliver an unstoppable coup de 
“1 an RN victory by just one hit in the 
f the six weapon match 
Next up in the epee were championship fa 
vourites, the Army, but a first bout lead from S/Lt 
y, maintained throughout the match, doused 
wsition’s ardour, as Capt Baker once aga 
struck the decisive blow 
In the sabre discipline, RN team captain I 
Cdr David Lewis (815 NAS), former CS Maste 
at-Arms LAEM Mark Needham (814 NAS) and 
S/Li Keith Bowers (Collingwood) established ar 
rly lead against the RAF and despite a spirited 
wneback by the opposition, the RN held on for 
second match against the Ar 
xplosive fashion with the RN trailing 5-0 
at the first interval. The sailors rallied, clawed their 
way back and scored a narrow, but decisive victory 





In the foil, the team dragged back a nine-bit det 
at the Army, but lost for the only time in 


cit tob 
the day to the RAF 

In the ladies’ sabre, S/Lt Ama 
Nelson) defeated th 
other two services to win the "maste 
woman’ tithe 

The RN Amateur Fencing Assoc 
ing its 100th birthday with a dinner 








pats and present in the Old Naval Academy in 


Portsmouth on November 20, Deta 
Sacha Brooks RNR at | Robert Cra 
Coventry, CV4 9LA. 


aw Commonwealth interna 


da Hale (HMS 


male champions of the 


ind RAF limping home from HMS. 


ictory 
» the clash. Lt 


IS Nelson) made 





after losing and regaining 








r swords 


iation is mark. 
for members 


ils from Lt 
nb Avenue 





the Inter-Services 


@ The RN's fly-swatti 
weapons particularty 
his way to the first victory for the Senior Service in 












team found this year's 
.... A naval fencer on 


in nearly half a century 








RN title in a new championship 
record of Ihr Sémins 13 secs. The 
scoond RN cyclist was CPO Mark 
Gorman (PJHO Northwood) rid 
ing his first 50 in 2hrs 7mins. Two 
weeks later Childs made history 
by becoming the first RN cyclist 
to break the four-hour barrier for 
100 miles at the National 100-mile 
Time ‘Trial Championships near 
Attleborough, Norfolk in a time of 
3 hrs SO mins 29 sees, which placed 
him 11th overall, This smashed the 
RN record by over 18 minutes. It 
wasn't all plain sailing because at 
86 mile his chain came off and at 
94 miles his front wheel started 
to break up. In August he was 
runner -up in the Welsh 100-mile 
Championships in 4 hrs 4 mins 9 
secs, near Abergavenny in humid 
and windy conditions. 

There was success at last in carly 
September when Childs won the 
Welsh 12-hour TT with a distance 
of 259.01 The event was 
held in the avenny, Usk and 
Hereford arduous condi 





miles, 
Abe 
area 








tions in what turned out to be 
one of the warmest days of the 
year. At the 100 mile point he was 


nearly seven minutes down on the 
eventual runner-up. It wasn't until 
his team returned to HO that he 
realised that the PO had become 
champion by a single mile. He is 
currently ranked 15th in the "Best 
British All Rounder’ Time Trial 
Series. 











Sport | 


Men victorious, 
women vanquished 


RN GOLFERS performed strong 
ly at the Inter Service Champion 
ships held at Trevose in Cornwall. 

he men regained the title on 
the countback system by virtue of a 
superior individual match win/loss 
record after all three teams tied 
with one win cach. The ladies 
again produced a shock in tying 
with the Army but the RAF. pre 
event favourites, were too strong 
winning both their matches to 
retain the title 

The Navy men opened the 
championship against the Army to 
whom they had not lost since 1997 
and were 3-1 up following the 
morning foursomes. RNGA cap- 
tain Lt Guy Norris (750 NAS) led 
the way with partner CPO Steve 
King (SEM Portsmouth) 

Other morning points came 
from LMEA Adam Hawkins (Sul 
tan)/MEM Mike Setterfield (RM 
Poole) and Cdr Lan Yuill (CINC 
Fleet)/BSgt Joe Sharp (CTC RM). 

Hawkins and Setterfield won in 
the afternoon, with halved matches 
recorded by current RN champion 
LMA Scott Gilbert (DMCS Block 
house), Lt Terry Taylor (RNAS 
Yeovilton) and Norris. 

Foursomes wins from Taylor/Joc 
Sharp and Hawkins Setterfield 
plus a halved match from Gilbert 
and CPO Lee McCathic gave the 
RN a Ipt lead at lunch. 

Gilbert then beat the RAF 
champion on his home course and 
when Yuill holed a monster putt 
two holes from home to win his 
game, things looked very promis: 
ing. Taylor followed with a halved 
match and King recorded a narrow 
victory over his experienced op. 
ponent. When Norris and Hawkins 
won their respective matches a 
win was secured. The afternoon 
finished with McCathie capping a 




















memorable debut with a resound: 
ing 4&2 win. The final 9-5 win 
was more than could have been 
expected. 

On the final day the Army 
needed a halved match at wors 
ainst the RAF, while the RAF 
needed to secure 11 points from 14 
to win ~ a tall order, Things were 
generally going the way of the 
RAR. but an Army revival towards 
the end put the outcome in serious 
doubt until the final match. The 
Army needed to win the game to 
deny the Navy. The RAF were onc 
up playing 17, where a rock solid 
par from the light blue man did 
the trick and the Navy were once 
again champions, 

The ladies won two of the three 
foursomes matches through the 
pairings of OM Claire Jones (In 
vincible CPO(METOC) Carole 
MeMurtry (RNAS Culdrose) and 
Lt Lauren Hulsten($24 Sgny/CPO 
Sue King(DNR). Jones with 
PO(PT) Wendy Briggs (Drake) 
showed top form in the singles 
with good wins. MeMurtry pro: 
duced one of the best comebacks 
of the week being four down with 
six holes to play and finishing with 
half. The afternoon ended with 
a fine win from King against an 
opponent some I shots better on 

ndicap. A halved match overall 
was a fine performance 

The RAF ladies have strength 
in depth that the Navy find hard to 
match and so it proved. Losing all 
three foursomes matches, it was 
left to the singles to regain some 
respect. Briggs and Jones once 
again produced the goods, the 
latter in a fine match ending on 
the final green. However, pride of 
place must again go to McMurtry 
who won her n ASE a 
single-figure pt 
























































Available in Sky (shown), Lilac 
and Navy 


Sizes to fit; 10:32, 12:34, 14:36, 
16:38 


£27.99 inc p&p UK 








Gents Rugby Shirt 
Available in Navy 

S: 32/34; M: 36/387 
L: 40/427 XL: 44/467 
XXL: 487 


£29.99 inc p&p UK 








Sizes to fit 


e - www 


lavynews.co.uk 


Regatta Jacket Shirt 
Available in Navy 

S: 387 M: 407 
427 

XXL: 46" 


£39.99 inc p&p UK 


Sizes to fit 


NON URINFPO POSTAGE - EU Postage £10.00 - Overseas Postage (15.00 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 — or write to: 
The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 


Crepes peraie Mary News to accompany orders Yor orders curse oe UK payment can be made by Chequetiternationa Money Order & Seering wed 
drmee on UK bank Or for pape by Cred: Cardetch UR A Abrond, please ue the coupon on page 4 
Poce note arms shown net ache site Pease chow up to 28 days for debvery 
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Iraq: 
must listen to 
the lads about 
shortages 


LESSONS were learned — but not enough — in preparing Britain's Armed Forces 
for conflict in Iraq last year, a Government watchdog has warned. 


The House of Commons 
Public Accounts Committee 

a group of MPs from across 
the political spectrum — scruti 
nised the Ministry of 
Defence's performance during 
Operation Telic, the campaign 
to liberate Iraq 





The MPs focused their atten 
tion on the kit British servicemen 
a women used and the huge 
logistical effort in getting our 
Forces in place in time for the 
beginning of the conflict in March 

The committee praises lessons 


learned since the first Gulf war in 





990-91 = troops, aircraft and 
sln)ps were in place in less than half 
time it took to assemble for the 


earlier conflict 

games in Oman in 

Sarcea II, proved invaluable in 

preparing the military machine for 
this desert conflict. 

But the politicians al: 

s shortcomings w 


J says war 











found 










armour 
and chemical detection and pro- 
tection systems. 

They added that the Forces 
should listen more closely to the 
gripes of ordinary servicemen and 
women about shortages = griev 
ances which were aired in the 
media 


Presentation 
Team dates 


THE RN Presentation Team's 
slick new package — one of the 
most dynamic in recent years ~ is 
on tour in the UK at the following 
locations this month: 


5 St Mary's School, Calne 
Oct 6 Camberley & District 
Oct 7 Colchester; Oct 12 
Chartered Engincers 
in; Oct 13 Knutsford: 
Southport; Oct 18 





Uppingham School; Oct 26 DSL 
Beaconsfield. 

Tel Lt Cdr Richard Simmonds 
on 0208 833 8028 for further 
details 





| | 10 
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RUSSIA’s ambassador to Britain 
Grigori Karasin attended the dedi- 
cation of a plaque linking the birth 
of the Russian Navy with 
Portsmouth. 

Mounted on a two-ton block of gran- 
ite alongside Nelson's flagship HMS 
Victory, the plaque was dedicated by a 


Russian Orthodox priest trom St 
Petersburg, Father Maxim, while RN 
chaplain the Rev Chris Luckraft con- 
ducted the service. 

it commemorates the departure from 
Portsmouth Naval Base of Tsar Peter in 
1698. He had made an extended visit to 
Britain to study warship construction, 
knowledge he used to create the 


Russian Navy which celebrated its 
300th anniversary in 1998. 

It was originally presented to Prince 
Michael of Kent that year, but its full 
installation had been delayed by rede- 
velopment of the Main Road and 
Victory Arena. Also attending were 
Naval Base Commander Cdre Amjad 
Hussain, the Lord Lieutenant of 


www.navynews.co.uk 


Hampshire Mrs Mary Fagan and the 
Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, Clir Jason 
Fazackerley. 

The granite originally came from 
wartime bomb damage to the base's 
No. 5 Dock and had for some time been 
used with other blocks to encircle a car 
park near Fort Cumberland 


Forces 










DECK operations are conduct- 
ed on board HMS Invincible 
prior to the carrier's deploy- 
ment to the Mediterranean at 
the end of last month. 

Picture: POA(PHOT) Paul Smith 


MOVING TO 
THE MED 

























HENRY'S FLYING VISIT 


BARELY a month after taking part with fellow veterans in a 

ceremony in central London to mark the 90th anniversary 

of the start of Worid War |, First Mechanic Henry Allingham 

made his first return to France since the end of that con- 
ict. 

The 108-year-old, who served on the Western Front with 
the ay = Naval Air Service, was it at the unveiling 
of the British Air Services at St-Omer airfield in 
Northern France, where, along with 
squadron associations, he laid a wreath. 

‘During World War |, St-Omer was a major British airfield, 
housing both operational squadrons and support units. 

The unveiling of the memorial coincided with the 90th 
anniversary of the first British aircraft to arrive there in 
September 1914. 


ROYAL NAVY i RUGBY UNION 


THE MAIN NAVY 
SPORTING EVENT OF 2005 
WILL TAKE PLACE 
AT 
TWICKENHAM 
ON 7 MAY 2005 
KICK OFF 1500 


THE OTHER MAIN 
SPORTING EVENT OF 2005 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT 
TWICKENHAM 
ON SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR DETAILS 

‘= BONJOUR MATELOT ‘wow 
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